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Nipper shoots a fortune down a coal-chute-which proves a misfortune 

By EDWY 
SEARLES BROOKS 
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They're t.reasure-chests all right-but tile only '' trea&mes '' contained iasid.e them 
are Bandforth and Nipper! And it's not a memory Professor Zingrave ~res to 
treasure, for the St. Frank's schoolboys are beating this notorious gangater all 

along the line t 
---------- ------------ ---------·· -- --

CHAPTER 1. 

Tl1e Missing Treasure Chests! 

M R. XELSO~ LEE, t11c f a1no11s 
tletecti,·c-l1cadmaster of St. 
l■.,ra 11k 's, was looki11g ,,,ery (le-
ter111i nell. E,r-n Ni1111er, ",.110 

k11l'\V all ]ii~ ·• gl1,,.'11or's '' 1noo<l~, 11atl 
~t~l<lo111 seen ]1in1 so resol1tte; so read~' 
f <lr actio11. 

'
4 ~I~lkc no 111i~takc alJout it, J..,orcl E,lo-e-

- (""'J 

111.~Jrr•, t11o~c il>eo11Ic at ){oat Hollo'\\y are 
i 11 tlt"'~l(lly car11est. ,. lie saitl. '' ·1~l1e l1i~t 
._.f g·ol(l i~ 011 t11c111-an(l rl\"'l1e11 <le~11crato 
n1 .-,11 ~\.re s~ize(l i 11 tl1a t g·ri 11 tl1ey• l1esi ta te 
at 11otI1i11g. ·1~11c sit11atio11 lle111a11{l~ 
clra~tic actio11 . .,, 

It ,vas a l1.1~ti ly-ca ll• 1c.l co11f err11cc } 11 
~el~n11 J,,f•f!·s ~t,1,l~·. 'J'llr E'arl of l~<l;2.·•-~-

-

111ore a11rl l1i-:; sou, ... ~keets !'"-tl1.e voltll·)· .., ~ 

v.,.iscount BPJlto11, of tl1e Re1110,Tt~ t.,or1n at 
St. Fra11k's-,,·~rc llrP-,e11t, to ~:l)"' 11otl1i11.~ 
of r; i})ller and Ha11df <)rtl1. TJ1e earl, ,v 11,J 
"~as J1imself a 1nan of action, for 11ri<)r t,) 
i11l1criti11g tl1e Edgemore title lie 11,:1<.l Jive1l 
11 is 1 if c 011 a Ca_11atlia11 ra11cl1, wa~ 1)aci11 g· 
1111 an<.l (lo,\·11 ,,·1tl1 11cr,~olt:; strides. 

'~ T]1is 111ra11~ a lot to 111c, Mr. Lee;·' 11•~ 
sai<l f111~kiljT. .. _.\.-3 jrO\l k110l\"', I rece111. ljr 
J OS t e ,· c r :rt 1 l i 11 g i 11 t 1 l ~ Cr n :311 0 f t Ile .\ 11 g ] o­

C a 11 a cl i a 11 ... \.s~11ra11clc Cor11oratio11. 'llhi~ 
Edgen1orc t rea~l1re, ''" 11 ic 11 l1a3 1Jee11 1yi 11 -~­

l1 illtle11 ~i11ec 111) .. a11ce~to1·, Ca1ltai11 II 11111• 

}Jl1re)"' Ro?-,iter, l)ro11gl1t it l10111e frtllll t]1e 
S.1la11isl1 )lai11, ,,·oltl(l restore 111y iort1111c·~. 
1~11e~e ~1,le11tlicl _ lJoys tli5cc1,·cre,l tl1:1t 
trca=-,l1r2, a11(l 110,-.-- it ]1a~ lJ,••~11 ~to].--~11, 
}l ra ct i r,<1 l I y llll ll er· c111 r 11o~e~, 1·• ). ·◄_ 1 i..)~ 1~ 
""'~n11t1(lrc·1,. :1t °'fo~1~· Jiollo,"··'' 
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for Professor Zingrave in this all-thrills complete St. Frank's sto,-Y! 

• 

. - - --------
--·-·· ----~- ··- ----

'· .-fl1c ~it11atio11 111av 11ot lJe so acute as 
y Cl t 1 t 11 i 11 k," s a.id Ne 1 so 11 L c e s 1 o ,,· I y. '' At 
all events, Lor(l Edgcmore, )~ot1 ca11 be 
qt1itc s11rc that I am taking prompt st.CJ)S. 
I a1n d-ec1lly i11tercsted 1in tl1is case, for 
tl1esc c1·in1ii1a.ls l1a,·e more tl1un 011ce at• 
tc1n11ted my life-tl1ey have tl1ro,•t111 dow11 
tl1e gau11tlet. ..\11cl I ant not beate11 yet. J' 

".\.ren't we wasti11g time, t.ir ?' 1 askccl 
Handfortl1, almost 1)a~tl1eticnlly. 

Tl1e burly Ilen10,, i te ,vas j 111r~l)Y; lie wa=> 
on ten terl1ool,s. IIe was a llract ica 1 f cl low, 
ancl it seemccl to 11im tl1at tl1is co11ferencc 
,,·as 111111-ecessary. Wl1y ,rast{' time in 
talki11g ,vl1~11 tl1ey could be ncti11g·? 

'' I'm go111.~ to tell yo11 sometl1ing·, '' 
said Nelson Lee <111ietly. ''Yo11 k11ow, of 
co11rse, that tl1e crooks got hold of Capta.in 
Httmp11rcy's 1nant1script by accident. An 
~sca1)ing crin1inal 11amecl Tod Millar 
crasl1ecl tl1ro11g-]1 tl1e wall of ~Ioat Hollow ... 

' 
' ' I ' I I 

; I l I . 

' H f ,'. I I 

------

-tlu.! l1011~e, a.t tliat ti111c, Lein~ cuJl)'·.Y· 
'l~hc n1a1tt1scri\11t cnn1c to light tlic11, fot 
that s cc ti o u of t 11 c l\" a l l "" a8 1·c a 11 )" a 1 > a r t 
of tl1e old origi11al 'l"ra-i tor's Lo(lge. Ca1,­
ta in Ht1mpl1r-ey Rossi t~r, l1a,,ing i11curre1l 
tl1c a11ger of his clc1(\r brother, ,v:ts cxilr!l 
to tl1c ·1·raitor's Lodgl' after his exploit._~ 
agninst tl1c 8pauiartl:,."' 

"Yes, yes, \\ .. C k11ovl t11at."·' saicl I,ortl 
E<lgemore, aln1ost im,11atie11 tlj'. 

'' L11ckily, 011c slieet of the 1nt1111tscr j 1 • t 
,vas sccurecl by Ha11dfortl1, auc.l it ,,ras tl1at 
wl1icl1 i11duced us to 1Je11el'C tl1at a 
treas111·0 l1t111t woultl l)e 1)rofitablc;'' co11 .. 
tinue<l Nclso11 Lee. '' ~ow, ao yott arc 
aware, Lord Eflg,e1norc, yu1tr agent.ti let 
l\i'oat Hollo,v to a n1,iu 11amc(l Dr. Franz 
R.agozi11_, and your 0"·11 111ans were tl1erc­
fore frustrated. TltC' transactio11 "•·as a 
lerral OllC, ntl{l Dr. na('Tozin l1cca1nc tlte 
~ . ~ 

Ia,Yft1l tc-11a11t. His object, lie or,enly 
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cleclared, was to institute a ,private zoo 
. in the Mont Hollow grounds!' 
\ '' Bt1t tl1at was all bunkum, sir.,J' said 
Ni1lper quickly. ''We know-now-that 
Dr. Ragozin was in leag11e with Tod 
Millar, and their real game was to locate 
the Edgemore treasure.'' 

'' What I am going to tell you is this~" 
said Lee imprCSBively. '' Dr. Franz Rago­
zin is Tod Millar !', 

'' What !'J 
'' A very clever disguise~'' said Lee, nod­

ding. '' In the character of • Ragozin,' 
Tod Millar leased .. Moat Hollow. Be 
brought with him a man named Ivan 
Hess~ presumably to look after his pri­
vate zoo. He brought another man named 
Ridley, who acted ·as butler. Actually, 
they were his confederates., and they have 
been actively helping in the hunt for the 
buried treasure. I know something else, 
too-something which ,rill startle you. 
You may remember a curious 'monster, 
at Moat Hollow-a gorilla-like creature 
that yet resembled a man.'' 

1'By George., rather, sir,•• said Hand-
forth. '' Tl1at brute gave us an awful 
scare the first time we met him.'' 

'' That brute, as you call it, is an old 
acquaint~nce of ours,11 said Lee. '' In ~ 
word-Professor Cyrus Zirigrave, the one~ 
time chief of tl1e notorious League of tl1e 
Green Triangle.', 

E\·erybody was staggered. 
'' Zingravtrr' ejaculated Ni,pper. ''By 

Jo,,.c ! I'm beginni11g to 11nderstand 
e,"crythinO' !J' 

"it ,va~ Zingrav,e's acti,"e brain wl1ich 
lllan11ccl tl1c whole programme," con­
tinued Lee. '' It wa.s Zi11g1"a,"e who, 
skulkir1g fron1 tl1e police i11 iioa t Hollo,v, 
e11co11ntered 'f od ~Iillat", a11 olcl Green 
Tria11gle n1an. It was Zingrave wl10 se11t 
~Ii 11,lr to London, who l1clpecl l1i111 to 
atlo1)t tl1c gttise of Dr. Ragozin. It \\9 as 
Zi11_grave, in fact, who evolved tl1e wl1ole 
elabo1·aU! scheme. Tl1at maste1' cri1ni11al's 
brai11 l1as been bel1illd tl1e whole }llot.'-' 

IJee, :11acing u11 and -do\\·11, s11(ldc11ly 
pa11icd. • 

'' So you ,vill 11ncle1·st~11d that l\·c_ are llp 

agai11s·t· desperate me11.,'' ]1e \\·ent on i1n­
}Jt'essively. '' Zing1 .. ave is a11 esca1Jed co11-. 

vict-sentcncecl to pe11a.J servitude for lif~. 
He ,vil I 11ot b-e r:asily ta.ken. R·atl1er. wi) 1 
lie· figl1t it 011t, ancl go .. u11dcr, tl1an be. 
take11 back to )1is im:priso.nment.. Tod 
M'illar is J1011clessly i11·volved,: a.11d 11e ~vill 
figl1t to tl1c last {litcl1, too. A{lcled :to tl1ia, 
tl1ey l1nve tl1at golcl in tl1ei1-- posses8io11. 
To atten11)t· to take the 111cn in the 01--.. 
c1i11ary ,vay would be suicidal. Tl1ey are 
arn1erl, they are clcsJlera te-ancl tl1ey ,,,ill 

kill. They have secured those treasure­
chests, and they l1ave got them at Moat 
Hollow--,, 

'' How do you know that, guv'nor P'1 

asked Nipper quickly. '' By this time_ 
perhaps, they have made a break for 
liberty. aJ •. , 

'' They haven't,'' said Lee confidently. 
'' I have given them no chance to make a 
break for liberty. They are besieged in 
Moat Hollow.'' 

'' BMieged ?'' repeated the startled earl. 
'' Ky flnt action, QJl learning that these 

crooks had secured_ the treasure chests,· 
was to ring up Imr,ector Jameson, of tl1e 
Bannington police,• ref>l-ied. Nelson L~e. 
'' Moat Hollow now 11as a cordon of pol100 
round it.1

, 

CHAPTER 2. 
Nelson Lee Starts Action I 

L ORD EDGEMORE and the boys were 
ast?n~s~ed to learn of Nelson Lee's~ 

· · act1 v1 ties. ; 
'' But if these criminals are­

armed~ how-~·can the local police prevent 
them from escaping?'' asked the earlJ 
placing his finger upon the one weak spot. 
"I am delighted to hear all this, Mr. Lee,_ 
but I cannot help feeling that yo11r 11re­
cautions wiU be ttBeless. 1

' 

' ' We wilr sec about that;'' replied 
Nelson Lee smoothly. '' I agree tl.J.a t if 
the criminals make a break1 the local 
police will not be able to stop them. B11t 

. eve11 Zingrave and his conf ederatEs are 
11ot s1111er-inen Tl1ey cannot break for 
liberty witho11t ,preparations. Tl1ey stole 
tl1e treas11re cl1csts, and they got them to 
l\Ioat Hollow-y-es-but it will be 1'atl1e1: 
n1ore difficult to get those chests away 
from Moat Hollow. Gold is l1eavy stuff, 
Lord Edacmore, and you m11st 1 .. emember 
tl1at tl1e" crooks know nothing of what I 
l1a ve done." · 

'' But tl1ey n111st suspect, surely, tl1at 
actio11 ,vill be taken against them?'' 

'' }lost certainly, ancl tl1ey are getting 
ready for fligl1t;'' 1~eplied Lee. '' The 
local police arc \vatcl1ing, a11d if Ziugra,·e 
and l1is con11)a11ions made a suddc11 break 
for liberty, \\"C shall know all abo11t·· it. 
S01nel10\\T~ I do not think they will get 
,,.cry far.'' 

TI1e telep11onc bell rang shar1Jly. 
'' I _l1a ve bee11 waiting for this call,'' 

said JJce, taki11g 1111 · tl1c receiv(:?r. '' HalloJ 
J~en11ard !'' he said, speaking into the 
moutl1-1Jicec. "Yes, that's rigl1t. Good 
man ! T11at will clo s1Jlendidly !'' 



'''V-c'rc starting out at 011ce,1
' came ·the 

voice of Cl1ief Dct~cti,~e-insrJector Len­
nard, of Scotland Yn1'c]. '' Four of our 
fastest., cars, Lec-,vitl1 nil the best m~n 
of,, tl1a f,lyiug Sq11ad. Tl1e comn1issioner 
was a bit sl1irty a.bottt it nt first--'' 
·;,I sl1oulll not ~1ave n1adc tl1is req11est 

1t11lcss tlie 11ccess1ty ,vas 11rge11t,n i11ter­
ru11tecl Lee. "Y 011 cn11 tell . tl1c com• 
missioner tl1at I can lcacl · yo11 to tl1c 
hi<li11g·-1)la.cc of Professo1 .. Zi11gra,re.'' 

'' ,v11at !" cnn1c a yell o,ycr tl1e \\"ire. 
''Exactly, Lc1111a.r<l,'' said I~ee coolly. 

'' Tl1at's \vl10 ,ve're after-Zi11grave. 
There arc t\V<l or three ot11·er c1·ooks wit.11 

·11im-11otrtl)ly rrocl ltillar,. '\";]10 is ,vantell 
by t.11c Brig·l1to11 1])olir~ for n. smasl1-and• 
grab rai(l .. ' ' · 

"Bt1t-lJ11t I· h3tl 110 i(l~a tl1at we ,vcre 
n,fter s11ch big ga111c," ca.nic tl1,c inspcc­
to1--'s v·oicc. '' Zingrn vc-cl1? B11t' we 
tliou_g·11t lie ,v_as <leacl, Lee ! ,,re ga.l'"C u11 
look111g for him ,vce1:~ ago,--'' 

'' ~i11g-1--a ,·-e i6 ,rcry lllllr 11 a] i \"C-and as 
dnugcrotL~ as e,,cr," saicl Nelson Lee. 
'' H11rry tl1osc sc111atl cars a10110-, Lennard. 
Every seco11d is of i11111ort,111;e. Tl1cse 
Ioca l })olice can kce11 watcl1, but tliaf"s 
abo11t all. Sec that your men are fully 
ar1ne'cl. rfl1ere's aoino- to be hie, trouble 
h • 0 0 0 

r.re, if I k11ow a.11ytl1i11CT of Zino-ra\·e.'' 
0 0 

He ra11g off nftcr a momc11t, and Lord 
Eclg·emorc n.11c.l the boys ''"ere lookina at 
him cngerly. 

0 

'' rl,l1c Flying Squacl, gu,,'nor ?" 
wl1001>c<l Nilp1,er. '' Is it really coming 
do\\·11 ?'' 

'' I11 force,'' re1llie(l Lee. '' I am hoping 
tl1at tl1e sc11tad tc11ders ,vill arri,'c before 
tl1e crooks 1nake a break for liberty. In 
that case, e,·.e1"yll1i11g will lJe all right, 
for tlte sr111acl \vill 1nak-0 sl1ort wo1·k of the 
raicl.'' 

. '' How long clo yo11 tl1i11k it."I 1 be before 
Lenuarll anll l1is men arrive P" asked the 
earl. 

'' ,.l1heir cars arc fast, and tl1cy will come 
at fltll s1>eed," replied Lee, glancing at 
his '""a tel1. '' Tl1ey should be here, 
1 .. 01tgl1ly, ~n little over an l1011r . .\! 

'' By George ! Tl1~1'e's going to be 
some excitement !'' said Htintlforth breath­
lessly. 

'' I'll tell you what, g11v'nor,'' eaid 
Ni.ppcr. '' Can we chaps 11e1tl ?'' 

'' I l1n.rdly think so __ ,, 
'' We1 \"C been in the o-ame all alona, 

si1·,'' 11rged Nipper. '' ft's not pat'tic;. 
larly late-not bed-time, a11y,vay. And 
it's a very special occasion tl1is evening. 
,v11y sho11ldn' .. t I get l1old of a lot of Re• 
mo,Te cl1aps? \Ve cot1ld go down to Moat 
Hollow a-nd watch." 

'' And get you1"selves into danger, el1 ?" 
retorted Lee. ''No, N ~p

1
per--,, 

'' But \\"C won't, O'Uv-'nor_;_.:_really '' <le-
d N . 0 ' 

clarc · 111per. '' ri'hcre can't be manv 
local 1>olice there the co1'don m1ist. b.,e 
pr-etty thin. I proi)ose that we go down 
and stre11gthcn tl1e guard. We'll 0111v 

keetl watch, "~ith the local police, j 1tit 
to make s11rc tl1at the crooks don·t 
esca1Je.'1 

'' Let's go, sir.,'' llleaded Skeet:;. ''Gee.! 
It's our treasure __ ,, 

,~Well, yo11 maJ. go on one con(l ilio11," 
sai~l N elso11 Lee. ." Y 011 ca~ l1el.p the local 
}Jol1cc to form tl1e1r cordon, bttt yo11 m1.tst 
not ntJ}Jroach too close to the Moat Hollo\\· 
grounds. Ancl if tl1,e criminals ··make a11y 
break, -yot1 must sta 11cl \\~ell clear. 'l,hc-y 
arc 11gly c11stomers, altll tl1ey will 11ot ]1esi .. 
ta te to sl1oot. I am tr1tsting you, N i.}l}l<'l', 
to sec tl1at tl1e boys <lo 11otl1i11g rasl1.'·' 

"Goocl c1101tgl1, g11v'nor !'' cxclnin1e~1 
Nip1Jer,'' J1is eyes biazing. '' JVc'll be 
carefal !'' 

Arid the 11cxt moment lie and Skeets a11cl 
Hanel£ ortl1 ,, .. ere dashing out. 

"Better to let tl1em go, I tl1i nk,'' sa.;rl 
Lee, smiling. at Lord Edgemore. '' Tl1cJ· 
n.re very excited, ancl, after all, ,,1'c mu8t 
remember tl1at it was these boy~ 'i\'"lto . .. 
l"Oally cl isco,rercd tho treasure. If I re- .. 
fused to allou-· tl1em this pri,Tilegc they 
WOllld })robably di~obey orders, a11d gu 
off on their own.1

' 

' ' So yo11 a1·e givi11g them }Jern1i6sior1, 
anll tl1t1s }lrevcnting- them from commit-­
ting a misdemcanour,'' ch11ckletl Lort1 
Edgen1ore. '' Tl1at's 1"athcr s.porting of 
yo11., Mr. Lee.'' 

''Come; ,ve will go to Moat Hollow our­
selves," 1·~1>lied Lee dryly. "I clon 't in .. 
tencl to let those boys do anytl1ing rash. 
And we miCTht as well be there, rendy; 
the Flying §quad will be on uanll almost 
befor-0 l\·c can realise it.'., 

A T Seotland Yard, in London, fo11r 
powerful cars were zooming out of 
the }lrecincts of the f amo1ts .Police 
headquarters. Chief Detective-in• 

spector Lennard. sat in the leading car, 
and with him were the picked men of the 
Flying Squad. Tl1e care lea,pt into high 
s,pood down Wl1itel1all, ancf point-duty 
constables, recognising the familiar sirens 
of these cars, stop11ed all traffic to let 
them th1 .. 011gh. -

Less than two mint1tes af.ter t.l1e sqtt:t{l 
cars had left Scotland Yard, a ma11 
ht1rri~d to the nearest public telc11l1one 
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T OD MIL~AR ancl ltidley cried alo~td 
witl1 dismay; but Professor Z1n­
o-ravc did not move a hair. 
" " You think you arc telli~g me 

somcthino- I did not know P'' lie said con-e - . 
temptuously. ''Of. course the Pf?!Ice are 
surrounding us. What else did you 
expect P'' , , 

·· Btit we could have gione, panted 
Ivan Hess. ''Yet you, with your talk, 
yo11 d~lay us,--'' 

'' Silence, you ignorant dolt!'' com-
111and~d Zingravc,., his voice cutting like a 
knife. '' Sta·nd back ! Do you hea1 .. me? 
Stand back !'' 

He spoke as a man would have spoken 
to a dog. Hess glared for a moment. and 
then, -~hrinking, ]1e fell back. _ He could 
not face the professor's steadfast gaze. , 

''We could have gone, yes, b11t what 
would have been tl1e good?'' snapped 
Zingrave. ''You arc babies-all of you! 
Before we can n1ake a break for liberty, 
we ·must b-e prepared. That is tl1e whole 
essence of the situation. Ancl wl1ile you 
snivel and moan, I am preparing.'' 

At that moment tl1e telephone bell 
ranO' ancl Zin.0-1 .. avc almost leapt to the 

0 ' t:, 

instrument. 
'' Who-who can that be?'' panted Tocl 

sl1akily. 
'' I am expecting a call,'' said Zingravc, 

lifting tl1e receive1·. ''Yes? Oh ! Yo11, 
Marks? I ~as ex1Jecting somebody else. 
Well?'' 

''I kept my eye open as yolt said,'' came 
~ voice. '' The flyers arc off some\\,. l1crc­
and in a hurry, too."' 

''How many ?1
' ~, 

'' Four cars-..:.all JJackecl. A co111llc of 
tlozen, I should say." 

'' Thanks, Marks.'' 
Tl1e professor l1u11g ltp tl_1e rccei ':er, a~d 

It(? found l1is tl1rce compa111011s eyc111g h1111 
,vitl1 f everisl1 a11xiety. 

'' Who was it?" ask~d Tod l1oarsely. 
'' Marks a fellow ,v 110 l1as often llone 

scoutina work fo1· me,'' repliecl Zingravc. 
''He's been on tl1e watch at tl1e Yarcl. 
_The Flying SQ11ad-two dozen me11 st1·011g 
-have just left._" . ; 

'' Yo1~-vou n1ca11 t11ey'1·e com111g l1cre P ' 
<Yasped Ridley. 
0 

'' Wl1e1"e else?'' retorted Zi11gra ve. '' Of 
cou1,se tl1ey're co1ni11g l1ere.'' 

''Tl1en-tl1en it's all u11,'' panted 1.,ocl. 
'' It is a good tl1i11g- f 01~ you, my friends, 

that one of us manages to keef! a level 
head,'' said Zi11g-rave bitingly. 'Yott are 
11itiful in yot1r con(usio1~~- Tl1is news is 
all to ou1· adva11tnge." 

''But how? I don't undc1'sta11d--'' 
'' You don•t 1111derstand because yo11 do 

11ot.. think,'' broke i11 the 11rof essor. ,. Now 

\VC can form an accurate guess at tl1e 
situation. It was Lee, of course, who rang 
up tl1c Ya1·d and ar1·anged ·for the Flying 
Squad to come do,rn. Meanwhile the 
local police l1ave formed a cordo11 ro11nd 
tl1e l1ousc, and they arc mcr-ely kce1li11g =; 

watch.'' · · 
'' Even no,v I can't see ,vl1y you're so _ 

calm about it,'' said Tod, in wond~r, but !~ 

1·eassured by Zingrave's manner. : 
'' Is it not obvious that the local police · 

-,vl10 are, of course, unarmed-l1ave ·: 
been told me·rely to keep watch on t~is ;; 
J1ouse ?'' asked Z1ngrave. '' They are wait- •·· 
ing for the Flying Squad to arrive. It is, ;·! 
tl1e Squad men who will make the ~aid- ;. 
a11d we can be sure that they will be ,.~ 
armed. If we are Qff. ~fore the Squad ar-
1·i ,·es, we stand an excellent chance of mak- -r 
i1:1~ a clean get-away. We have at least a 1J 

f utl hour-a11cl we need it.'' __ . 1 

''But why wait?'' asked Ridley >. 

frantically. '' Tl1e van's loaded,- and '\\'"e're ( ·' 
all rcad)T· ,v1iy not make a dasl1 for it.1~ 
at oncer'' ·1 

'' Because making a clash for it is only 
l1~lf the programme,'' replied . Prof esso1·----~--­
Z111grave. '' There are other things to- be.,,~ 
considered-other precautions to be taken .. ~-~ 
I will admit that it is an ordeal, but we·' 
inust face it with strength. Be ready to . 
leave at a 1noment's notice. Tl1e c.all may 
come at any minute. ~feanwl1ile, get up­
stairs to tJ1e ttppcr windows, and keep 
yo11r eyes well open. Not that I expect 
a11y attack. These local people are await­
ing the Flyin~ Squad; and tl1a.t1s what 
g·i ves us our c11ance. '' 

A11d the p1 .. ofessor, who refused to be 
rufflecl by their desperate plight. sat clown 
by t]1e telepl1011e-and ~·aited. 

CHAPTER 4. 
... The Scl1oolboy Sleuths I 

''EVERYTHING seems qu_ iet,'' said 
Handfortl1, in a disap11ointed 

• voice. 
He and Nipper we1~e side by 

side; t]1cy J1ad become separated from 
Skeets and T1·avers and the rest of the 
fellows. Moat Hollow lay dark and 
silent. Here a11d there in the lane, ancl 
in the mcado,vs at the rea1· and sides of 
the l1ouse, u11ifo1 .. med 11olicc .officers ,verc 
standing 011 duty. 

'' I've b~en t]1inkinu, Hancly-n11d I'nt -~ 
p11zzled," said N iJJ}Jer

0 
tl1ougl1tfully. · 

''Eli? Well we;rc <111 puzzled, aren't, 
. ' ' 

'\\Te?'' g1'ow le<l Ha11clfortl1. '' I'm 11ot c,rc11 . 
Rlll"C t11at tl1c crooks a1 .. c still--'' 
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'''l.,11<.•y're l1crc,'' i11tcrru1)t~c} Nipp(\I'. ''I 
don't mean that. I'm puzzled about those 
treasure-chests, Handy. How did the 
crooks manage to get hold of them?'' 

'' 'l"l1at's ,vhat I can't 11ndcrsta11cl,'' snid 
Handforth. 

Nip11er nudged him, and tl1ey drifted 
a'\\·ay into th~ wood, which fringed tl1e 
1·c,lr of Moat Hollow; and here tl1cy ,vere 
11nobserved1 and could talk freely. 

'''Vhcn that tunnel was flooded, we 
escaped by a natural shaft-which leads 
11p to the surf ace just behincl tl1c sports 
pa,,ilion at St. Frank's,'' said NiJJpe1·. 
·' Bt1t look here_. Handy; tl1e crooks 
co11ld11't ha,·e got the chests lt}l iu tl1at 
_,vay." . 

''I was mvstified about tl1at," aclmitted 
~ -

Handfortl1. '' But if tl1ey. didn't get the 
cl1ests 1111 by the shaft, ho,v did they get 
them? : There's no otl1er ex_it from the 
tunnel. There was on(', of course-the 
one on Willard's Island-but tl1e t11nnel 
l1as collapsecl at the 1·iver, and it's 
flooded.'' 

'' Tl1ere is tl1at t11nnl'l we made our­
selves,'' said Nip}ler, frowning. '' We 
l>orro"·ed right undergro11nd-cven under 
tl1e Moat Hollow p1·operty. "l1l1ere's no 
exit tl1ere-tl1at we kno,v of. But I'm 
curious, Handy, and I 1m going to take a 
cha11cc. Are yo1t game to come ,vitl1 1ne ?'' 

''Gnmc fot· anything,'' said Handforth 
eagerly. 

1°'·Tl1e g11v'nor warned 11s 11ot to go too 
near Moat Hollow,'' ,vent on NiJJpc1·. ''But 
l1e didn't say anything abo11t ottr going 
dow11 into tl1e tunnel, did lie? Come on ! 
,We'll do a bit of ex1llori11g." 

Tl1ey c11t throug]1 the wood, 1'<:~1che(l tl1e 
meadows f artl1er along, a11d from there it 
was a compara.tively sl1ort clistance to tl1c 
St. Frank's playing fielcls. And l1erc, of 
course, there ,vere no watching police. 
Reacl1ing the exit of tl1at shaft, ·•they 
quickly lol'·e1,.e(l tl1emselves i11to tl1c semi-
flooded tunnel. · 

'' Pl(\11ty of mud,'' grumbled Handf orth, 
as he wallo\\'ed tl1rougl1 a foot of it. 
''Ugh! We 011gl1t to l1a,1 e l1ad 011r 1~11bber 
boots on.'' 

'' Mud l\"011't hurt you,'' said Nipper. 
''Tl1ere's a mystery )1ere, and we've got to 
cleat' it up." 

The Remove captai11 l1a<l s~"itcl1ed on a 
})Owerf~tl electric torch, and he wns flasl1-
i11g tl1e beam tl1is way n.nd tliat. The 
tunnel was old; it was, i11 fact, pa1,t of a 
secret 11ndergro11nd }l~ssage whicl1 4acl 
~xistcd in tl1e time of the St. Ft·ancis 
monks. At one time it Lad been i11tact all 
tl1e way from the old mona~tery r11ins to 
Willa1~d's Islaucl, })assing bc~11eatl1 t~1e 

• river. 

The t11nnel "~ns com1llctely blocked near 
tl1e scl1ool, jlld now it had bee11 demol­
ished at the 1·iver. The entrance the boys 
l1ad used was not man-made; it l\"Pas a 
11a tura I cleft i:u. tl1e rocky eartl1. 

'' Those l1eavy t1·eas11re-chests could not 
l1n,"e been taken ttp this sl1aft, '' saic{ 
Nipper, flasl1ing his light upwards. 
'' Let's explore the new excavations." 

They pl1tnged alo11g a. narrow, eartl1y 
t11nnel, ll·hich \\·as crttde and precarious. 
Part of it l1ad been l1ollowed 011t by the 
boys several -terms ago, b1tt the newest 
section l1ad be-en excll\"a.ted during the 
past few days. Presently they fo11nd 
tl1cmselves at the blocked end, '"'l1ere tl1c 
roof and sides had collapsed. It was J1ere 
that tl1e treasure-cl1csts l1ad been seen. 

'' I say ! '' burst out Handfo1·th exciteclly. 
'' We've ,_taken it for granted tl1at tl1ose 
crooks llincl1ed tl1e treasure, but l1ow do 
V\TC know? Perhaps tl1ere was a collapse 
of roof and the cl1ests are here all tl1e 
time.'' 

'' No, Handy,'' said Nipper, steadying 
l1is ligl1t. '' Look ! Here's tl1e })la~e 
where. tl1e chests ,vcre dragged from-t111s· 
cavern-like l1ole. You can even see the 
1uarks "\\" l1erc tl1ey were })Ulled along·. 
I'm wondering-- Hallo ! Wl1at's tl1is ?· 
By Jove!'' 

He pickecl somctl1ing 011t of the m1td, 
and there was an cxultaut note in his . , 

• 
'"OlCC. 

''Tl1at's 11othi11g," said Ha11dforth im­
})n.tiently. '' Only a tll"ig. '' 

'' Only a twig_,'' repeated Ni1>1>er. '' Is 
that all, el1? Look at tl1e c11d of tl1e twig, 
Handy-almost wl1ite. It was 011ly broken 
away from tl1e tree a fe,v l101trs ago.'1 

'' B11t-but--'' 
'' And look l1cre,'' we11t on Nipper. 

searcl1ing tlie m11cldy floor. '' Dead lea,,es ! 
Doze11s of tl1cm.'' 

'' I don't q11itc see--'' 
'' My clear cha1>, how dill this t,vig get 

here-a11d tl1esc dead lea,"es ?" .asked 
Nip1Jer tensely. '' If tl1ey had blown down 
we sl1011ldn't have founcl tl1em J1erc, nt 
tl1e C'nd of tl1is 11e,v tttnuel. No : tl1erc 
must be an exit here son1cw]1C're-nnd 
that's l1ow the crooks got tl1e cl1ests 
a.way.'' 

'' By George !" 
Nipper, l1eedles8 of his clot.l1es, went 

llown on l1is l1ands and knee.a. 'l'h,cr.e was 
an ,irreg11lar l1ole just here.. wl1ere .tl1c 
tunnel wa.s blocked. And the next 
1noment NiJJ}>er was ~11ifflng eagerly. 

'' I say, tl1ere's a distinct draught hcre.,•J 
lie m11rm11recl. '' YeB, and I oa,n smell 
smoke, too ! Coal smoke ! Don't you un­
clersta11cl, Handy? Th~re's a way out l1erc 
-rigl1t to tl1e open. And we m1tst be 

• • 
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11ea.r 1\Ioat Hollow1 or we shol1ldn't get the 
i\moke f1,on1 one of t11e cl1im11eys.'' 

"M.'y only -sai11tc(l. a.1111t,'• said lland• 
f o~~tI I, stari11g. . 

"It ,vas tl1e· floocl that <litl it;'' conti111terl 
N-~p.per •. , , •. rho' flood CX})OSCd _the treas11re, 
and it m11st· 11ave ca11secl tJ1e gro11nd to 
collapse, too. Don't yo11 see? Zincrravc 
and .bis gang n111st l1ave fo~nrl t11e chests 
1nore or less by accitlc11t, and whr11 tl1cy 
drngg~{l tl1em tl1ro\1gl1,_ ll10 t1mncl eithc1-­
co]Ja1Jsecl by it.self or else tl1ey deliber .. 
ately blocked it 11p I~(}nd a_l1and l1ere.'' 

He· was t11gging .~t a ·_great, solill mnss 
of ea1 .. tl1, and Ha11llf ortlt 1111llecl, · too. 

~' Bet_tcr go_ easy, J1acln' t we ?'' asked t]1e 
burly j~nior~ '' If t11ifi goes s11dcle11ly tl1c 
,vhole t11nnel niigl1t coll~111se., a11d tl1e11 we 
sho11 l <l be b11riecl. '' 

"We'V'e got to take . n chance{ re.plfec.1 
Ntpper. ''No"" tl1en-l1cave l · ::- And if 
there's a collat)Be llc reatly to cloclgc 
back.'' 

-With a s11d,len wre11c]1 t.11-e 8olill n1ass of 
car_tl1_ and stone n1oved, a.11ll fell a:wn.y. A 
fair_ly big cavity· wns now 1·evealecl, n11cl, 
for·tui1ately, there- ·ba·d beeri 110 · collapse 
of t11e -roof. The eartl1 wl1icl1 l1ncl· fallc11 
away wa~ dry and sandy-a sort of gravel 
soil, with any amo11nt · of lnrgc stones 
111ingled witl1 it Ni}lper, '\\"ormi11g. l1is 
,vny across, 11tte1,ell a lo,v r.xcla1nntio·11. 

'' Come on, Hancly !" lie ,vhLg1)erec.l. '' ,v e'1,e tl1ro11gl1 !,, 
c, \Vl1at !'' 
llandfort]1·, q11iveri11g \vii11 ~xciteu1c11t., 

wormc(l l1is wav tl1rouo-l1 tl1c 11a.rrow .. r-, 

favitv .. nnd l1c hacl a ho1~1,ihlP feeling- tl1at 
tl1e cart11 above l1i1n was abo11t to col-
1aJJse, and crush· him w.it.11 its smotl1cri11g 
to11s. But the sensatio11 s0011 :11a~sedJ for 
li~ fou11d l1in1self tl1ro11gl1-nnd, wl1at w.ns 
~1ore •. lie co111d feel the cold 11ig]1t air 011 
liis c11e.eks. ~_ipper l1a-~l cxting11isl1e<l his 
tor~lr. 

Ha11dforth stoocl up-and gasped. 
For lie found l1imself in a ki11rl of great 

crater. Overl1ead was tlie nig·11t sky, ancl, 
comparatively near at J1n11cl, t11e · clark, 
11g·Jy · b1111~ of l\Ioat Hollow. 

r 

'' 

• 

CHAPTER 6. 
_ Peril by .Night! 

ELL,. I'm jiggerecl !'' . 11111t.tcre(l 
Ha11df ortl1., ... iµ ama,zc1ne11t. 

'' Easy, ·old man,'' ,vl1L~pererl 
Ni1J11er. '' '\Ve~1~e in tl1c enemy's 

t-e1'r1to1~y now., a11d th~~c -~-i~l1t be so_me­
l1Q_cly _· on tl1e. watch. $tr1ct1y _speaking~ 
,ve~.re cl~s~beying tl1e .g11v'nor's order~., but 
we clidil't _ get_ i~to these gro11nlls lJy clin1b­
in~ th-e w~ll~ ~lid "~e ?'' 

• 

'' Of co11rse 11ot,'' replied Handf ort11 
sto11tly. '' 'Iha t makes it O.K., doesn't 
it P'' 

TI1cy "~cro al the extremity of the Moat 
Hollow grotllllls-:--a t tl10 far rear, whcr€ 
the· ga1 .. dcn exte1i,le(l -fo1~ a considerable 
dista11cc back. Tl1-e - '' crater '' wns a 
cleep, jagg~ll basin• wl1cre the groltn~l, in 
conscq11e11co of tl1e 1mclerini1Ji11g, l1all 
collapsed. Eve~ i_~ t.l1e gloon1 Ni,llller 
co11ld sec one spot. wl1ere .tl1e,·eclges ,:re.re 
t1·amp1ecl, ;ancl ·,vl1cre there ,,,.ere _ long 
furrows. 

'' LookJ Ha11lly !'1 he whispcrccl. '' Tl1e 
.treas11rc cl1ests were dragged 01tt tl1is 
way. It's aa easy to read ~s a co11y-
l1ook.'' ·-~ . . 
. lla11df ortl1 no~~ for lie c.011ld n.Iso 

see the tell-talc. marks. Scrambling_ ottt 
of the crater, tl10 two jun-io1·s mn<le a 
closer insr>cction of th.e grou11d. 'fl1ey 
saw tl1e wectls a11d tl10 gra&~ :flattenecl 
out. Tl1c111c was a distinct trail across the 
gai,den,. witl1 mnny fo~t,prints, sl1owing 
just J1ow t]1c treas11ro chests ltatl bee11 
draf!Q9P.d to tl1e l1ouse. -

'' Well, tl1nt little mystery is solved,'' 
b1 .. c_athecl Ni111lcr. '' Now we know. that 
Zi110-ravc a11<l J1is 11als have bagged -the 
Edg'emorc gold. T11ink .of it, Ha!1<l~ ! 
TJ,e treasltrc is l1-ere-1Jerl1a .. 1)s w1tli111 
fifty yards of 11s. 11 

_ 

'' D011't !'' 111uttcrell Ha11dfo1,th mise1·­
ably. '' ,vo can't do a11yi-hing, can ,,~e? 
I mean., j11st ,,,,-e two--'' 

'' Well, ""o stanll a better chance t11nn 
n11vbo{ly els(\,'' i11tcrrt111ted Ni111Jer tensely. 
'' Wl1at clo yo11 say, old man? I'n1 f ecl­
iua a bit rccklr3s. Sl1all we p1tsl1 011 a11d 
I M t" ?" < o son1e sco11 1 ng- . .. 

··n.a.tl1Pr ~,, saitl Han<lfortl1 eagerly. 
Yet Ni1l11cr l1esitatefl. He l'emen1• 

l1cre(l N e]s011 Lee's wa1'11ing. If tlla 
crooks sl1011lcl see tl1en1 they mig11t be 
sl1ot clow11 llcf ore tl1cy conlcl clodge. ~\s 
Lee l1acl 8ai<l, tl1c men were tles11c1·ate­
ancl t l1Pv w~rc r11tl11t"ss. 

''Wl1at·s ll}l ?', whispered Han(lfoiitf1, 
11is mouth close to Nipper's ea.1·-. 

''Nothino-. I was wondcri11g-- Co1na 
on !t' mur;111recl Ni;1J1Jer. '' Tl1is is 110 t1n1-e 
for 11esitatio11 !. lJut go eagy, Handy·; 
Icee11 to tl1e busl1(\s, a11d at tl~e· first sig11 
of firing· f<tll flat on you~ face.'' 
. ''~Firing?'' cjac~ated Hanufortl1, 

st.artlcd. . • · 
'' You 1nigl1t ns well unde1'stand wl~at 

wc1 re :1111. againstJ'' said Nipper. ':' Jf we're 
s1Jottecl, they•,1. tire . at us. Thcy1 11 take 
tis_ fqr pQlicc, don_1t forg~t. Perha.ps -we·'cl 
better. gc~· buck tlirough tl1at tunnel. : ... ,, . 

'' Not likely !'" -inter1~11pted Hanclfor·_tb. 
'' I,.m not scared.'-!. . 

''Ooo·d n1an !'J. 
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One by one Nipper dropped the heavy bags of gold down the coil-chute as Handforth 
passed them to him. 

'l'l1C'y crr1>t towarcls tl1e 11011.se, tl1eir 
l1earts tllll(i(ling. Fort1111utcl)rJ tlte 
gro11ncl~ '\\r,erc overgro,vn l\·i tl1 ta11glell 
busl1es, 111asses of blackl>erry brambles 
a 11cl crcei)ers. For )·ear~ t lie .r,ro1)ert.y l1arl 
be-en 11cg·lectr·ll; tl1c garclen J1arl g·ro"\\·n 
wild. 

By k(1~1)ing to tl1e cover of tl1c bl1sl1t's 
a 11ll bran1l)les, tl1c t\\"O boyo mn1tng·~(l to 
o·ct ne.ar to tl1e l1ot1sr. It. \Vas 11ot alJ• 
;o1ttt~ly <lnrk, llltt tl1c jl1niors ,rerc i11-­

,·isiblc a,rai11st tl1c lJlaek l>aeko·ro11n,l, n11c.l 
~ ~ -

in tl1<! tl1ick 1111dcrgrowth. Ni l)r~r \i\l'as 
sa.tisfi.ed, by no,v, tlia t. tl1er(' Wl~rc 110 .. 
wn. tclicrs in tl10 ga1~de11. 'l1l1t·n s11(l<let1ly 
l1c clutclte{l at Hn.t1llfortl1'8 arm, a11<I 
bent 1o,,·. 

~t W ha.t the--'' l)cga11 Ed \•;a rel Ost,a lt1. 
'' Ht1sl1 ! Look !1

' l1fs~u Ni1)1 ►rir. 
He was Q)Ointing up~,,.ar(ls, [Intl Il4111{l­

fortl1 Btartecl. 011e of the 11.11raer v.ri11(lows 
stooll open. 3nd for a seco11{l )1P ca 11ght 
t lie glow of a ciga.rcttc Pnll. So t llere 
was a ,vatcl1er 1111 ther0. n11tl lie ,v:1;., 

f oo 1 isl1 c 11011g 11 to smc•kc ! 

''Not a so11ntl ! " l1rea t l1e<l Ni p11er J rigl1 l. 
into Ha11dfort11•s c,r. ''Tl1e bego-ara 
know that the }Jro1>erty i8 surround~, I 
exilect, •and tl1ey are kce1ling watcl1; and 
)'"Ott ca11 take it as a. cert tl1a. t tl1cy•,,c got 
g·t1ns i11 tl1eir l1ancls. 'l,l1ia v.·ay !•' 

He era ,vlcd lJel1ind son1e tl1ick la11rels, 
and, keepi11g to the co,rcr of these, the 
boys llrf"'sent!y fot111cl tl1-emsel ,~es within 
~ig·l1t- of tl1e front clri,·e. Tl1e laurel 
11cclge skirte<l tl1e c11tirc side of the old 
l1011se .. N o,v tl1e yo11ng ex1)lorcra lay flat 
<>11 tl1e1r ttto1nacl1s, pceri11cY t.hroucrl1 tl10 :, 0 

l(r?,er illa rt of t lie l1rclg-~. 
''Hal lo ! 'l-.11 i:{ looks i 11 tercs tin er,'' whis-

1 ~- 0 Jleref 1." 11)J)rr t-e11sely. '' Do you spot it,, 
Hn11uy? A ,)'an~a rill a covered "·a11, too !'' 

.-. Yott 111ean--'' 
'' TLev're cr.ettincr rcauv t.o make a. 

~ ~ 0 ~ 

break,'-' Baiu Ni1>11er. ''What els~ ca-n it 
mea11? Look at tl1at ,,.an-it•s faci11g the 
gat,e.s, nncl-- By Jove! I \\'Onclcr--'' 
A tl1ottgl1t liad come to l1im, and 110w lie 
griJlJlecl Hnnclforth"s nrm t.ightly. '· Yott 
~ t.;J j" lier~ ~ '' lte brc~1 tl1e<l. '' 1 ·m going lG 
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,vorn1 thro11gh, nn<l take 
van-at close quarters. 
tick!' 

a look at that paring a get a."'ay-and they're tuki110· the 
I s11a11't be a loot with them.J' 

0 

He slithered tl1rongl1 a gap at t11e 
bottom of the laurel l1edge, l111t Hand­
f orth, bubbling with indignatio11, fol­
lowed. It was like Nipper's ncr,~c to tell 
him to stay behind! 

Thus. when Nipper 111ea.cl1ed tlie rear of 
tl1e van. Handforth was witl1 l1im. Ni11111er 
did not arg~e this._ was not tl1e place for 
that. Cautiously, he felt the rear doors 
of the vehicle, ancl oue of them openecl. 

At that mome11t a voice sou11<led from 
the front door of the ]1ouse, wl1icl1 was 
not a great disL'lnce away. Somo of the 

'' I say. they may come out at aI1y 
min11te ancl catc]1 us here,u said Hand­
f orth. '' 011, blow I Who cares P It's tl1e 
treasure ! Switch on that light-let's sco 
if we can orpen the lids IJ' 

'' It's risky,', said Nipper~ ''bltt 1·1n 
r•cckless, too.'' 

Ho sw-itcl1ecl 011, and Handforth, hea\·­
ing at the lid of the nearest chest, sw11ng 
it Qpen. Within lay a disordered pile of 
1·ougl1 canvas bags, so discolourecl as to 
be almost black. Handforth was disa1l­
pointed; he had expected to see a chest 
f11ll of g·old coi11s •. 

''What a sell!'' he 1nutt.ered. crooks were coming ! 
'' Quick. Handy l', lJrentl1e(l 

'' In with you 1•' 
Ni11pcr. He pulled nt 0110 of the bngs, bt1t 

altho11gl1 it was small it r~.sisted his effort~ 
-until 11e gave a ftronger J1ea~e. A11cl It wns rash, but the 011ly llossiblc move 

to make. · Like snakP-" tl10 t,vo j1tniors 
wormetl their way insicl-0 tl1e ,,,~n, and 
Nipper pulled th~ tloot' to. 

CHAPTER 6. 
Dishing the Enemy I 

UIVERING ,vitl1 cxciteme11tJ cx­
pectin~ ~v-ery seco11d to 1Jc tlis­
covcrea, the two boys stoo(l stock­
still, ]1oldi11g tl1cir breatl1. 

Then, to tl1eir relief, t.licy 11car<l tl1c soft 
th11d of a closi11g door. Nlpp.e1' canti-
01tsly -push-eel 011c of tl1e va.n flaps antl 
peeped out. Everything was clark and 
qt1iet. 

'' All serene;'' 110 wl1ispcretl.. '' I t11011g]1t 
the beggars were comi11g 011t, b11t it was 
onlf one of them ta]dng a casual look. 
Wed better get balk to tl1osc bushes, 
Handy. Too risky. for us to stay l1ere. ,, 

c, By George, yes !'' agreed Handfort]1. 
'' Keep those doors closed,'' warncll 

Nipper. '' I'm going t-0 switcl1 011 my 
torcl1 for o tJooond. We migl1t as well 
know wliat's in this van-if anything.'' 

Screening the bttlb witl1 l1is l1and, 11e 
}lre.ssed the switch, and n. limited beam 
shot out. And, in the same breatl1, 
Nipper ancl Handfortb gas.ped with 
astonishment. For tl1ey saw two great, 
iron.bound,- mo11ldering sea-c]1est.s. Tl1en 
Nipper snapped the l,ight out again. _ 

'' Ye gods and little fisl1es P, he grt1gled. 
c, Tl1e treasttrc !'' 

''Crumbs!•• breathed Ha.ndiorth dizzily. 
For some seconds tl1ey stood eile11t, re­

covering from the shock of their dis­
covery. 

'' l don't know why we're so surprised,'' 
whi~11nrecl Nif per, at ]net. '' We n1ig·l1t 
l1ave e:ipectcc t 11 is. T11c crool,a are pre-

t]1cn, witlL a dull cl1i11k of metal, it 1110,·ecl. 
'' Great Scott I'' lie said breatl1le.sslv·. 

'' This little l)ag n1ust weigh a h11nllrcd-
wcigl1t.'' · 

He 01>-e11ccl tl1e toi1, anc.1 Ni.pper fla.sl1ecl 
l1is torcl1 ,\~itl1in. Botl1 the juniors felt 
their hearts 1'acing madly as they bcl1eltl 
tl1e qucer-looki11g dull yellow coins. 

'' Jt's tl1c trens11re right enottgh,'' wliis• 
11ered Ni11pcr. 

'' Pieces of cig11t, by George !J' exclt\in1e<l 
Ra-11df ortl1. · 

''No; tl1Pse are gold coins,'' said Ni1111cr. 
'' Piec.es of cigl1t were silver. These aro 
1·eal, ge11uinc old Spanisl1 doltbloo11s, 
Hancly. Look 110w crude and uneven tliev 
are. Do yo11 realise that each one is wortl1 
over th1·ee 1Jo1111ds? T11ere n1ust 11c 
tl1011sn.11tls of t.l1em i11 this 011e ba.g. '' 

'' I say, what a fortune !)' saitl Ha11,l­
fo111t.l1, -i11 an awed voice, ae he gazed at 
the piles of sin1ilar bags in the c.l1est .. 

' ' We can't let these crooks get away 
with all tl1is gold,'' declared Nipper 
fiercely. '' Wl1at can ,ve do, Handy? 
Tl1ink, ol<l n1un-tl1i11k ! How can "Te prc­
\1e11t tl1em? i\t a11y minute they 1nay 
con10 out• '' 

Ile broke off, and Handforth groaned. 
'' WJ1at can we do P'' a-sked tl1e leadc1" 

of Stutly D, i11 cl~spair. •"We can't shift 
a.II tl1is stuff ! It must w.eigl1 ·tons. No 
wonder tl1ey u.sctl t11ie big van ! ... l private 
cn1' coulcl11,t carry tl1c weig11t.'' · 

'' That's j11gt it,'' ngreecl Nip11er, 11ocl­
<ling. ' 4 No,vJ listen, Handy. It's llIJ to 
llB ! We're 11ere, a11d weJ,,.e got to clo 
sometl1-ing to disl1 Zingrave.'J 

,, Don't fo1wgct that the Flying Sc1tlld i~ 
comina--u 

"' '' Yes, I know t11a.t, but tl1~re's n1any a 
slip,'., interr11.ptc<l Nipper. '' Zingrave is 
on~ of the cl~vcreet crooks O\lt of 11rison, 
nn,l we can be 3ljsol11tely filtt·c tlint lie is 



11ot 1t11pre1larctl. S1,1)11osing they make a 
clean getaway? Think of !Joor olcl Skeets 

, and l1is }later !'' 
.. "Yes, but--" 
. . '' I've thouoht of something," saic.l 

Nip1J.Cr, and hfs voice was q11i,rcring. "Do 
you think you can he-ave tl1es-e ba.gd tc.) 
the back of ·the vanJ Handy-one by one?" 

Without waiting for the sta.rtlecl Rand­
forth to reply, Nipper cautiously opened 
the :flap door and dropped to th,p grou11<l. 
No ligl1ts were sl1owing on this side of the 
house, and there was no souncl. Tl1c 
crooks were evidently satisfied that no 11n• 

authorised 11:>ersons could enter. 
Bencling down, Nipper felt around witl1 

his l1ands1 and he aluiost cried aloud with 
. satisfaction when he touched the i--ound, 

iron circular plate of tl1e coal-cl1ute. He 
had remembe~ed treading upon it j11st as 

. lie was getting intQ tl1e van. 
The coal-chu~ ! 

. · It was the work of a moment for Nipper 
to remove tl1e ,plate. Thrusting his clec­

. t.cic _ torch down iµto the · cavity, he 
s\titched on. The light revealed a coal­

: blackened cl1ut~, witl1 a ,pile of coal dust 
visible in the cclla1·. Nippe~ rose to his 
feet agai11, a11cl switcl1ed 011t the torch. 

"Come 011 !" l1e wl1ispcred. ''The-first 
one, Ha11dy ! After that, l1and 'em ottt 
as c111ick a.s you like.'' 

'' B11t-but what.--" 
"Don't talk-let's l1a,,c 'en1 ~,' 11 is-;cd 

Nip11er. 
,vith a heave, Handforth got tl1c first 

bao- to the edae of the van. NipJ>er seizecl 
it, 

0

lowered it~ and released his hold after 
it l1ad entered the chute. It slid down 
witl1 a d11ll sound, and tl1udded amongst 
the coal. 

'' By Gco1'ge !" g11rgled Ha11clf 01·th, ,vi t 11 
a suspicio11 of_ the truth. 
· It was a brilliant pla.n-if only tl1e boys 

cottld carry it t~rough. Even if tl1e 
crooks made their break a.nd got away-­
But thet"e ,vas no time for thinking. Tl1e 
two juniors, working as they had seldom 
worked in tl1eir liv~, l1auled and p~r­
spirecl at tl1c weighty but p1·ecious bags. 

Once Ni,p.pcr hissed a w~rning, ~nd t4cy 
botl1 stood stock-still, listening to the 
bea tin a of their own l1ea.rts. Tl1·e front 
door of t.110 house l1ad opened, and a man 
liacl come out. He st.ood t11ere for some 
moments; they _could see tl10 g~ow of bis 
ciga1~ette. Th!n, a1lpare11tly sa,t1sfied t~~t 
everything- was all right, lie went. b~ck: 
aµd tl1ey l1eard the click of t11e lat.ch; 

·''We ought to be· all right for -a.nother 
five minutes no.w,. Handy,." wl1i~ered 
Nip,per. _" On with the goocl work !11 

. 

. igain they Ia 11oured,; and they kept it 
1111 n11t-il t~cir m11scles felt on tl1e point 

1 .... •.J 

of cracking; 1111til the jlt'r~1lira tiu11 ,, .. a.s 
llouring in streams do,v11 their face~. -

'f Jiey 1nalle anotl1ci~ \\·on.c.lerf~tl discovery ; 
for in tl1c seconll c]1est tl1ere ,vas a 
qt1ai11tlJ·-car,·cd casket-and, ,,·it.Lin, ~ 
duzzli11g mass of jewels-diamontls, r1tbies, 
emcra lds-stones of perfect c1 ltali ty a 11 ~t 
im1n.ense size. That little ca-skct_. alortl', 
re.presented· a f ortt1ne, 

And tl1us, all unk11ov. .. n to tl1c crook:!\, 
tl1e treasure \VruJ beiug taken from tl1er11 
1111cler their very 110.ses-a11c1· lJ,? t\Vl~ 

schoolboys ! · • 

CHAPTER 7. 
One Minute Too Late! 

T OD MILL1\.R l\,,as }lacing 111) a11(l 

down, within the sitting-1·oom of 
Mo~t Hollow, like a caged animal . 

· '' This is madn~ss., I tell yon !" he 
snnp.ped savagely. '' Do yo11 hear i_ne, 
Zinarave? Madness! ,,re~re C ,vasttn~ 

0 ~ 

precious time.'' 
"Be silent, fool_!" rc.rlliccl Prof cssot 

Cyrus Zingra,,c, his ,,oice as steady as ~, 
rock. 

'' I,m not the fool!'' rctortecl Tocl. 
'' Y ou'rc the f-001 ! ,v e I1acl a cl1ance to 
aet away. The va.n's loadccl, a11d tl1ere't­
:othing to keep US here. \Vhat a.re .wt• 
waitina for? Yo11 kno,,· that. tl1e Fly111~ 

0 L -· Squad ca.rs are on their way __ ,, 
'' I also know that the }lo lice of the·- ~11-

tire county-of tl1e whole country, if. it 
come.a to that-i1av~ been warned,'' inter­
rupted Zingrave. '' Wl1at chance ha-vc we 
of o-cttina away-u11less "~e have cvery­
thiii'g prepared, our 11Ians ~ut and drictl ~'' 

'' You don't tell me a.nytl1ing ," gr11mblr·cl 
Millar resentf111ly. ,~ How do I kno\v 
·what you're t}Jlanuing? It seems to n1e 
that this delay is rttining all 011r cl1a11el's 

JJ 

He broke off as Ivan Hess came in. 'I'ht• 
big, shaggy Pole ,vas looking l1agg;1rcl ancl 
llale. 

''Well?'' snappecl Tod. 
'' The policc-tl1cy arc f'very1tv lie re,~-· sa i (t 

Hess l1opelessly. ''More have come. Boy~ 
from the scl1ool, too. We a re -s11rrou11detl. 
They cat'ry lanterns; in som~ qllacrs tlie~· 
-l1ave lit tl1e bonfires. They clo not n1can 
us to g~t away." 
· '' We w_ill get. -away-at the 1·igl1t tin1c•.'' 
said Zingrave. 
-. And sacl1 wa.s·-tl1c c0nficlence in l! is to11c 
t]1at Toci: · Millar_· -c.011ld only . stare in 
wonder .. -. ·111 this l1our of crisis, in fact. 
Tod was l)eO'innina to appreciate tl1,.~ 

. ~ I .::, l f · amaz1n~ strengt 1 of t 1e pro -cssor ~ 
character. Notl1ing l'ltfBccl him. TI1e newi 
that Moat Hollow was completely s11r-
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rounde(l by a cordon of police left him 
smiling; he treated it with contempt. 

Zurrrrrh-zurrrrh ! 
While the tel~phone-bell was still ring­

ing., Zingrave snapped off the receiver and 
put it to his ear. 

'' Yes P'' he said, in a low voice. ''Yes 
-Z. ,v ell?'., 

He listened intently for a f11ll minuteJ 
whilst Tod Millar and Ivan Hess ,vaited, 
breathless. Fina.lly1 Zingrave snapped 
down the 1·ec.eiver • 

. -, Good ! Now wo can go,'• he said 
~1·istlly. 

His ma1111e1· was con1,pletely cl1anged; he 
was a.lert, al-i\"C-a n1an of a.ct.ion in every 
inc11 of him. 

'' What-what I1a,·e you l1eard ?'' asked 
Tod. 

"I '"~ill te 11 yot1 a.f ter '\\·c ha vc started,'1 

said tl1c ;11rof essor. '' Yoll can drive-eh? 

Good! You will take the wheel~ Tod. 
As we go I will tell you what to do. Our 
way is clear now, and I fancy we shall 
be the winners in this little battle of 
wi~_,, 

His voice had taken on- a gloating note, 
and Tod Millar knew-then-that the wily 
prof e88or had been . making some cunn!ng 
and elaborate preparations. Left to him­
self, Tod would have made a blind bid for 
liberty long before now. But that was 
not Professor Zingrave's way. 

And outside, at that very moment, 
Nipper and Handforth had dis;posed of 
the last bag of gold. Nipper, to mako 
sure, had slithered down the coal-ch11te~ 
It only took him a few moments to shif\ 
a heap of the coal, and to pile it over 
the trensure. All trace of it had now 
vanished; there a,ppeared to be nothing 
in the cellar but coal. 
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With difficuity, Nipper scrambled 011t of 
_the chuteJ and ~he plate was replaced. 

'' I say~'' whfspercd Handfortl1, '' one of 
those bags leaked, you know, and some 
of the coins must have dropped out on 
the floor of the van. Hadn't "~c better 
collect.--11 

'' 'T . k '' . t t d N · . . o~ . r1s y,. 1n errup e_ 1ppcr, 
breatl11ng hard. '' :\Ve shall l1ave to let 
tl1-e beggars g-et awa:r witl1 tl1ose ocld coi11s, 
Ha11dy. Come on! We'll dodg·e int.o tl1c 
busl1es and get out tl1c same ,vay as \\"C 
camc.'J 

'l,l1e boys within the chests l1ea1·d tljc 
doo1·s slam, and tl1en they heard the catcl1 
being slipped into its socket. 

They ~Yero trapped ! 

N ELSON LEE_, all unconscious of \\yh,lt 
had been ha;p,pening within tl1c 
~!oat Hollow grounds~ hurried out 
of the. Bell ton post~flice and lca11t 

into his waiting car. 
Tl1cre l\·as a good deal of cxcitcn1cnt i11 

t11e village, for c,ye1 .. ybody knew that 
som-ething '' big '' ?."as ]1appening at l\Ioa.t 
Hollow, Cro'\\i"ds of ,1 illagers l1ad drifter) 

They were both exultant at their sue- in that direction, but w~re being kept well 
~css. TI1cy . had transfer1·ed tl1e wl1ole back by. tlic police. Tlie roads ,,·ere bei11g 
tr·easure with the c.xceptio11 of those fev-· keilt clear with clifficulty. 
spilt coi11s !. And it_'. ,vas ten to one tl1at 
the crooks-or anybody else, if it came to ,v11en Lee brouglit l1is car to a stan,1-
tliat-would ne,ler dream of lookin.e1 in still, Ins1lecto1· Ja.meson, of tl1e Ban11i11g·­
tlie coal-cellar. The treasttrc \l{ould be to11 IJolice, ste1>1Jed UllOn tl1e footlJoa1'll. 
rigl1t under their feet·, but tliev would '' E,,.erytl1ing's still q11iet, !vlr. Lee," lie 
as-su~•e tl1at it l1ad bee11 mysteriously said dubio1tsly. "Can't 11ndcrstand it. I 
carried com,pletely clear of tho Moat thottgl1t they wo11ld l1ave made a11 nttcm1lt 
Hollow gro11nds. to ge.t a\l,ray before now. Lo~ks as if "·c're 

Handforth "yas }lreparitt!? to J·timp to goi11g to take them ,,·1tho11t m\tcla 
] - tr·o11ble." 

t 1e ground when something happened. It "Make 110 mistake, ins:JJector,· tlicrc'll 
was the esS-Once of' misfortune tl1at tl1e two 
daring boys should fail by a mere matter be plenty of activity soon," replied Lee, a 
of seconds. The ft'ont door of tl1e l101tse grim no'te in l1is ,·oice. '' I've just bec11 
was flung open, and voices sound~d; worse on the 'phone; the squad · cars passed 
still, a light was gleaming. through Bannington two· minut~ ago. 

That means th~t they'll be here pr~tic­
It was a mome11t fo1· instantaneo11s ally at once." 

decision. N~pper's mind ,yorked like ,, Tliat's o-ood hearing,'' said Jameson, 
li 0"'htnin!?. He saw, in a flash, that if he ·t1 1· f 0 

LI' h w1 1 re 1e • . . . 
and Handforth broke a\\yay for the bus es ,: Tliese criminals will not give in witl1-
t-hey would be seen, and witl1 tl1e crooks in out a figlit,'• continued Lee. '' I'm rather 
their present desperate mood thc-y would stu·.prised. they haveu•t made a break . '' 
fire. Even whil(: he ,vas e;pcaking there came 

There was only one thing to be done- the sound of a racing engine; a low, 
and Nipper did it. With a clean leap he throaty roar, more like the bark of a 
reaclicd HandforthJs sid~, ancl with one })Owerful racinsr car than that of a l1eavy. 
movement l1c closed tl1e van doors. ..... enclosed "\"an. 

'' Wl1at tl1c dickens--', began Hand-.. '' Better look out,'' said Lee sl1ar11ly. 
f ortl1. '' They'r.e up to something even now.'' 

"They're here-they're on us !'' hissed He kn-ew tl1at the sound was coming 
NipJler. '' No time to get away; we'll be from the Moat Hollow grounds; and as he 
seen.'' t11rned l1is head he saw the reflection of 

'' Crumbs !" dazzling headlights. But he waa cer• 
'' We bagged the treasure, old man, but tainly not prepared for what ha.µpened " 

we haven't had time to aet away our- immediately afterwards. There came tl1e 
sel,"es,'' went on Nipper. ~, A pity, but it sound of a shout, the engaging of gears, 
can't be helped. Into that chest r1uick !'' and tl1en-----

Cra-a-a-sl1 ! 
''Ol1J my hat! You mean--'' w· I · l 
, • ,,, 1t 1 a roaring and splintering, t 1c 

' Don't talk; get 1n . ~iah-boarded gates of Moat Hollow burst 
They were only ·in the nick of time, for o~n, and a l1e-avy van came charging out 

a second after they had l~pt• i~to the like some Juggernaut. 
empty cheats, and had closed the lids, the '' Look 011t !'' yelled one of the polic-e 
rear doors of the van opened. officers. 

''Get in!'' came the voice of Tod Millar. Several men had been standini in the 
''Yes, Ridlcy-yo11 and Hess. You can sit road, j1t.st op,posite the gates, out 110w 

on the chests. Zingrave will ride witl.t they leapt for their lives. The gates were 
me in front. Yo11 Yw'on't need any light.', smasl1ed to scrap iron and match,voo(l, 
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.a11c.l t'\\TO policemen., at least, were nearly 
r11n do,vn. They leapt for tl1eir lives, and 
vlerc only just in time. 

Tl1e van, swinging round, sl1ot away 
sharply, takin~ ·the narrow lane wl1ich led 
towards tl1e River House School-a wind­
ing by-lane which, later on, joined the 
main road. 

Crack ! Crack ! Crack ! . 

'' Yes. Better get yo11r g·11n 011 t and 
1pull ba~k tl1e· safety catch .. '' 

The burly Y ar<l man g11lped as ~ee's c;ar 
leapt into l1ighcr speed; tl1c night air c~~ 
like a knife. Bel1ind came the other 
squacl cars. Lennard clutcl1ed des1:>erately 
at the wi11dscrecn as· they went careering 
round a bend. . 

,, Do11Jt mi11d Ille ru 11-e said philoso11hic­
a-lly. ' 4 ,v c ca.11 only die once !''· 

--
Several pistol-sl1ots sounded; Lee saw 

the livid S.}lUrts of flame·. And even as ·the 
van sl1ot away, tl1e sound of powerful car~ 
came from the village; blazing headlights 
lit u11 the scene. The Flyi.ng Squad was CHAPTER 8. 
just a1~1~iving ! Tricked! 
· Nelson Lee remained calm in spite of 
the fact that Zin grave had beaten him at NELvSaOnN. LEE __ :Was right about that 
tl1c }lost. Never for a moment did 11c ~ _ 
do11bt that the Edgemore treasure was It was 3 vl1~y s,pccial \"ehiclc; 
loaded u11on that fugitive van. The _ fo·r, witl1 its pneumatic tyres and 
crooks believed so., too, if it came to t]1at. high-powered e11gine, it ,vae capable of 

The van, aathering s;peed, roared away attaining terrific speed. -. 
i11to tl1e night. There was a wild ·scene; · Tod Mjllar, ~t the wheel, took chances. 
police, schoolboys,. and villagers raced He sw~n~ rounds bends at a_ death-~efy­
across the, road, blocking it. Everybody ing speecJ. But he was a s~Jlful driver, 
was shouting at once. __ and his judgment was perfect. .. . 

N el80Il Lee was one of fl1e few men who He was . t]1inking of tl1ose treasure-
ke1)t l1is head. chests in the body of the van. Gold ! 

''Clear this road. Jameson!,, be shouted~ Hundreds of thousan~s of pounds worth! 
"We must give chase, and this crowd will Gold such as rrod had never even dreamed 
hold us up !'' . . of ! It was worth gambling _with death, 

Jameson, bellowing, ran up and -down. to secure this stupendous prize ! :: 
Lee, leaping into his car,· was at the wheel ''Look out!· he y~lled s11ddenly. ''We 
wl1en Chief Detective-i11snector Lennard, turn here-a sl1arp one !1

' 

of t11e Ya1·d, stepped off the footboard of .- Zingrave clutched.. The van shot out 
one of the squad tenders. of the lane, and gained the main road. 

'' They've made a break, Lennard !'' Two of its wheels left the ground for a 
shouted L~~- '' Come on; hop in!'' fraction of a second; inside, Hess and 

'' Gosh -!'' exclaimed Lennard. '' This is Ridley were pitched abo1.1t like hot [L:>eas 
l1ectic !', in a shovel. 

'' Get your otlier cars to follow !,, said '' My friend, you arc too rcckl~s,'' saicl 
Lee briskly. '' I'll lead the way. Hurry !'' Zingrave. '' Tliere is a11 old saying: 

But valuable seconds were lost, ancl ' More l1aste, less speed.' If you turn us 
Nelson Le.e, fuming, was unable to get into a ditch--'1 

l1is car free of the crowd until the crooks '' Don't wo-rry ! I "Ton't !'' interrupted 
l1ad secured · a sta.rt of incalculable value. Tod. ,. I know wl1at I'm doing, Zingravc. 
Split seconds counted now. · · Leave me to my job. Tl1is is something I 

'' What hanpened ?'' roared the chief in- can do·!1
' 

spector, as they gat]1ered speed. "All right.,'' said Zingrave. '' The va11 
'' A minute before yo11 arrived tl1ey rides lightly, doesn't she? I'm surprised 

broke through tl1e gates in a big covered -with suclJ a loacl.'' -
van,,, replie,J Lee '' Tl1cy'vc taken this "She's tl1e goods..::_this van!'' gloated 
road-and it's a tricky one. I ex11ect Tod Millar. '' Hold tigl1t here. Another 
they'll mak~ for London-this lane joins bend.'' 
the m~in road fart her on.'' As they roared alo11g between sixty and 

'' It ought to be easy~,, yelled the Yard seventy, Zingrav,e gave some urgent in-
ma.n. '' A van, you say? You'll soon~ structipns-i1istr11ctiona ""hich took Tod 
overl1au) them in this racer o~ yours/' _ l\Iil lar · by sur1)rise. 

"I ho11e to,'' retllied Lee grimly. '' But '' ·Y ~µ 111ea11 that?'' he shouted, in 
they'~ got a· good start., Lennard; and· ·by .,vouder. ,~-The first turning to the left, 
the sound of that van it's no ordinary beyond th,c.--eross-road8 011tside Banning-
commercial vehicle. And if we do over- ton ?' 1 

• • 

haul it, there'll be some fancy shooti11g." '' Yes," sl1ol1ted Zi11gra,·,e. "I have ar-
" They've got the loot ,vith them-ch?'' ra:nged it. There arc hea,,y trees there, 
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With a roar and a crash the van smashed Its way through the gates. Nelson Lee and the 
police were helpless. Zlngrave had made a spectacular getaway I 

antl a single sig11post. Yo11 can't mistake 
it. I will tell yott ju:-Jt before we arri,1e. 11 

'' It sounds good to me," gri11ned Tod. 
The first ligl1ts of Bannington were 

sl1owing ahead; the van roarecl z>ast _one 
or two- pri,,atc cars and some cyclists. One 
11nfortu11atc owner-dri,rer clro,'c straig·ht 
into the ditch in his agitatio11-for tl1e 
l1urtling vel1icle, witl1 itB gla.ring l1eac1-­
Jio-11 ts, was 111akino- a noise like a track 
r:cer, and Tod \\";s soundi11g an electric 
11ooter in one long, co11tint101ts scream. 

It Vw"as tricky work, for no\\" a11cl ag-ain, 
a.lo11g tl1e road, tl1cy ca111c lll)Oll little 
l)atcbes C>f n1i8t. rr11ey l1urtlecl tl1ro11gl1 
tl1cm blindly, taking n1)1)alli11g cl1a1tcc·s. 

Zingra, .. e, tlutching at tl1c cal> (loor, 
more tl1n11 011cc looked back. Blazi11g 
l1("\nclligl1ts sl1owecl in the rea r--a stri11g 
of tl1-~1n. 'l,ltc }..,lyi11g Sqttatl car~ ,vert~ 
o· a i ll i 11 er ! :-, r:,, 

'· Faster - faster!" sl101ttecl Zi11grav·c. 
'' "\\-re o 11 g· I 1 t to g a i u t l 1 roll g 1 t t 11 c to \V 11 . " 

'"fl10 peo.Jllc of Bannington-tl1ose ,v110 
were in t 1e streets-v.,.erc to rememl•cir 
tl1at nigl1t for many a. week. At least f' 
dozen {Jeclcstrians, •in va1,ious :1lart.s of tho 
toY{ll hacl r11iraculottsly narrow cscapes-­
eitl1er running madly across tl1e rc>acl, 
after tliejr l1ad bee11 caught 1111a,\·ares, ot 
lea1)i11g back on to the l)a,~ement for 
safety. 

Witl1 a zooming ronr, ancl a l1owli11rr 
acrcain f ron1 tl1e electric l1ooter, tl1e ft10-f. 
ti\·c , .. a11 tore tl1roug·h tl1c centre of tJ1c 
to\\? 11. I 11 t lie Ilig 11 Street there ,,~ere 
n1a11J· J)olicr111e11; tl1ey ,,?ere str11na across 
tlte roa,1 in a l)arricr. But the i~spector 
i11 cl1argr·_. ,vllc11 lie saw tl1e terrific SJ)ee{l 
c,f tlie ,~a11, g·a,~c a sl1ar11 llrdcr. 1.,l1r 
c,fficcrs lea1Jt f <)r .saf cty. Tl1e ,·an v.e11t 
l1ltrt~i11g clr~w11 t11e Higl1 Street, a11d pco1)l<! 
ran 111 })a111c-stricken terror. Me11 s1101ttcd, 
\\"Olll('ll 8c1•c)n n1etl. 

I,roft.~ssor Zi11grn,·e 11acl 1Jecn rigl1t i11 l1i8 
1)rc-rl ict io11. For 110 soo11er l1ad tl1e ,ya ll 
1,~;s~e<l t 11a 11 1lec•1>lc ran cxcitcclly i11to Ll10 
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1·oacls l1a1n11eri11g t11c lll1rs11i11g cars 
badly. 

Nelso11 Lee, ,vl10 coltld l1a,~e overtaken 
tl1e fugitive on lc,1el terms, was compelled 
to slow down. H-e ,.\vas sounding his hooter 
continuously; the cl1ief inspector was 
sta.ncling 11p and yelli11g. But Lee, unless 
he wanted to 1·un }JCOI)le (lown, _ was com­
pel I eel to slacken s1)ecd. 'I_,l1e otl1cr Sql1acl 
ca1·s closccl in. 

i\.11d tl1is ,vas exactly• ,v11at Zi11grave 
rflg 11i reel. He l1acl a clca r road ; a11d :rod, 
clr1vino-, took f11ll advantage of tl1e s1tua­
tio11. ~fhey we11t roaring 011t of Banning­
ton as clramatically as tl1cy had e11tcred. 
.\t tl1e cross-roads there was nearly a tcr-
11illlc srnasl1, for a ligl1t car was swinging 
iuto the main l1igl1way. Tod swerved 
n1adly; tl1e ligl1 t ca1· ra11 011 to. the. grass 
Vt!T!!C, a11d c11de(l Ull ,v1th one ,v1ng 1n the 
l1edge. · 

T lien on-on. 
'' Careful no~'.",'' ,var11ed Zingrave. '' The 

next t11rning to tl1e left. Watch for tl1e 
signpost.'' 

To<l watcJ1ed, ancl l1c cursed the wisp of 
mist w]1icl1 floated l1cre a11d there across 
tlic road. 

'' N" o,v-tl1e horn !'' said Zingrave. 
Tod touched tho button; ho gave two 

1011g l1oots, ~111d f ollo,,-ctl i111n1e(liatcly ,vitl1 
two short ones. He eased tl1e tl1rottle, 
and ]1ad l1is foot rea(ly fo1· tl1c brake. 

The si(l'11post came into v'iew. A big 
coverecl ,~11, absolutely ide11tical ,vitl1 tl1e 
crooks' ,,.a11, lca1)t 011t of tl1at side t11rn-
i11 o-, s]1ov.'i11 cv 110 ] i o·11ts. Tl1c11 s11llclc11 ly 

b O t, I I 'l-,d tl1e lig·l1ts cn.111Q ou-autl 111sta11t y o 
!-3,vitclie(l l1is oif. 

Carec1·ing ro1111tl n1a<ll)T, lie clro,~e tl1c 
,,.an into tJ1at 8iclc t11r11ing, ancl at tl1c 
same mo111c11t Lee•s car cnme sltooting· 
round a bcn<.l, fo11r or fi,rc l11111clrccl yarcl8 
i11 the rcar-011 tl1c 1l1ain road. 

And e,'r11 Nelson Lee, ast11tc as lie ,\·as, 
clid not guess; lie ha(l 110 idea of Zingra,,.e's 
brilliant stratagem. 

In tl1c distance al1eacl lie col11cl sec tl1e 
road s1Jlasl1ed witl1 light fro111 tl1e ,·a11 's 
lamps; lie col1lcl sec the ,la11 itself, a11<l 
its rear ligl1t; lie fai11tly heard t11e u11n1is­
takable note of its hor11. To tl1e l)llrsuers, 
in fact, there ,vas 11ot the sligl1tcst ·incli­
cation that tl1ey vlerc now in full 1Jurs11it 
of a decoy vcl1icle ! 

Lee's car, ,vit.11 all tl1e Flying Sq11all 
cars behind, l1u1·tlcd 11ast tl1at side tur11-­
ing-past tl1c real object of thei1· cl1ase. 
And on tl1ey ,vent into the night, in l1ot 
p11rsuit of t]1c ,, .. rong· va11 ! 

-

,. HALLO,HALLO! 
Jack Blake calling! 

-

• 

I a111 tl1e Ieacler of the ju11i,.1rs i11 tl1e Scl1ool I--Io11sc. 
Ton1 l\Ierry-you',rc J)rol>alJly l1card of the ki(l­
l1e1s in the mouldy Shell, anti thinks l1e is tl1c leader: 
l)ut, of COl1rse, tl1at's all rot. I frequently ha\-... C to 
take hin1 do,vn a peg, l)ut he's ,rery tl1ick-ski11ned. 

Tl1erc's only 011c tl1i11g tl1at ).lerry _an~ I a.gree 
about, a11d that is tl1at Ne,v Hot1se 1un1ors were 
111adc to be sat 011. \'le t1~11al1y joi11 forces a.gainst the 
:New House wrecks. l1t1t just 1~1tel}" l\'lerry's been so 
terribly uppish that D' _.f\rcy, 1-Ierries a11d I have 
llccided this ,,?eek to join t1p ,~,:-itl1 Figgins a11d Co., 
a.nd malcc a Fot1rtl1 f""or111 allia11ce agai11st the Shell. 

\\"e've got a great scl1e111e for taki11g :\'1erry do,v·11 
one, and if 1~ou \\?a11t te_) kno\v all about it, just l)11y 
a C<)PY of tl1is ,vccl{'s (;J-~:\l a11tl reacl '' 'fl1e Nol)bli11g 
<)f Nobblcr Jin1 ! ., It's a rippi11g 1011g co111plete )'·ar11 

_., ~tQS>ut 111e and tl1e <)tl1er fcllf)\VS a.t St. Jin1's ! 

B11ery Wednesday - - 2d. 
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CHAPTER 9. 
Vanished Treasure I ''Z IXG_l{A , ... E, I ~pologisc, ,, ,•S,tiu _ri'od 

Millar adm1r1ngly. '' S1natt? I 
never _hca1'd of anything like it! 
Now I 11nd~rstand why you 

\\·aitc(l ! You ,vcre fixing up abot1t tl1at 
second van. eh?·,, 

'' \Ve should ha,"e been hor)elessly beaten 
in a straight cl1ase,'' replied Zingravc. 
'' rrl1is way \\"C at least have a cl1a11ce. Go 
slo,v now-11se only the side ligh~. You'll 
find a battered olcl farm van a little 
f a1~ther on. 11 

'' Another tlodge, ell?,, askell 1~od breath ... 
lcssly. '' Y 011 do s11ring the shocks, 111'0• 
f essor ! ,, · •. · 

'' Arc you so easily shockecl, then?'' said 
Zingrave, not without impatience. '' In 
yo1t1' folly, did you assume that ,ve could 
1 .. un off with a ·fort11ne without maki11g 
careful pre11arations? W c have a respite 
now ; tl1e police ate off on a wild-goose 
chnse, bttt we l1aven1 t any time to spare. 
I l1ave }lrepared a l1iding-place, where we 
can lie low f 01· some days. I f an·cy we 
s]1all co11f11se the trail so effectively that 
we sl1all not be bothered. This vanJ of 
course, must be abandoned-and that will 
give the police another loose end to puzzle 
o,·er." 

They drove on, Tod llillal''s mind con­
f 11sell by the 11nexpect-edness of Zingrave,s 
scl1eming. Tod coulcl now u11derstand why 
tl1e }lrofessor had done so n1uch tclephon­
i11g at Moat Hollo\\'; ,vhy lie l1ad "'a.ited, 
in spite of tl1e fact tl1at the grottnds "'cro 
surrounded by police. Zingra,re, with rare 
c11nning, l1a~ delayed 11ntil tl1c most 
favourable minute. 

Presently the lane took a ol1ar11 tu1·n; 
just beyond there '"rag an O}JCll gateway 
and, all round, dense trees. Zingravc 
leapt to the ground, and a torcl1light 
flasned U})Oll him. C 

' ' Chief ! '' said a11 eag·~r ''tlice. '' Tl111n­
cler ! It's good to sec you ,lgrti11, after 
all tl1ese years.'' r , • 

Tl1e two clasped l1a11d~, a11d locl Millar, 
J. oi11i110- tl1em, \\·ondcrcd af res 11. 

e • 
'' This is Major Dayle,') saicl Z1ngl'avc 

bri~fly. '' He is in with us." 
''Oh !'1 said Tod. '.'If this n1eans an­

otl1er split--'' 
''You can set your g1·cctly niind at 

l'CSt, ,, i11terruptcd Zi11grn ,·c curtly• 
'' Major Dayle \\'ill not t.oucl1 n11y of. your 
sl1arc. No\\~, open up the ,·a11 q tttckly. 
The stuff m11St be transferred to tl1is otl1c1, 
vel1iclc, and_. reme~ber, tl1crc is 110 time 
to waste.'' 

Tod was interc.qtcd in l\.Iajor Da)·lc, but 
in the dnt'kncss he could 011lv · see a tall ..,. 

figUl'C. r11I1c ,,oicc of the man was cultured. 
Zingra,'c ltcJ.cl l1ad 1nany ,strange follo,vet·t; 
in his old Green 'l'riangle days. 

Under the trees stood a mt1d-smotl1-e1'cd, 
ramsl1acklc viln. 

'' Ho,v arc " .. c goi11g to tra11tsfcr the 
stuff?" askell 11oll. ''\,10 ca11 1 t lift tl1oac 
chests. It'll n1ea1t cm1ltying tl1c1n--'' 

'' Tl1at will not be necessary-if only ,, .. c 
use ou1, brai11s_." saill Zingra,,c. '' Dayle, 
will you back_ you1- ,~an t1ntil it is flush 
,vitl1 the 1-ear of t]1is one? The doors of 
both vehicles must. lJc ,vidc O})Cn. '!~here 
arc five of U8, and I think we can drag 
tl1c cl1csts, l1c11,,y nR tl1ey ,.arc1 from one 
vau to the otl1er. It ,Yill not take th1·cc 
111inutcs. '' . 

'''l~l1at's a11 idea!-'' said 'fod MillarJ witl1 
grudging aclmiratio11. Someho,v ho f cit 
small. It ,vas Zihgra,·c ""110 did c,rcry­
tl1ing. 

Tod 011cne<l t11e rci1r <loors, ancl Hes~ 
and Ridley Vlit11tell to knol\' \\1hat ,,·as ha11-
1>cni11g; tl1e:r con11>lained about the bttffet­
ing they l1ad rccei,,ed dttring that mad 
ride. 

'' Don't talk-~:c·re int\ httr1,.y,'-~ said 'l~od 
}lillar briefly. ",,1hat's your grouch, any­
way? A bruise or t.,,.,.o ,von't do nny harnt, 
will it?'' ·-

Dayle, ,1t tl1c ,-.·J1cel of tl10 other- , .. au, 
backed it UJ.> skilfttll~ .. _; ,fithin a minute 
tl1c t,\'o ,:-cJ1iclL'8 ,\·ere l)nck t.o back, .and 
thei-c \\·as not a . t,"·o-i11ch ga11 between 
them. 

''No\\· ! ,. ~aicl Zi11gra ,:-c, fl.at:ihing ltis 
torch. '' ,,~ c 11111bt itll 11ut out hands to the 
}1Uffl})S !" 

Tl1cy ga ,,c t l1ci ~ attc11tio11 to tl1e_ fir:;~ 
chest, ancl, k110\v111g l1ow l1eavy tl1e gold 
,vas., tl1cy l_lt1llccl a11cl pushed with every 
ounce of tl1cir stre11gtl1. 'fhe r~ult ,vas 
astonisl1ing. 'l.lte chest shot f l'Om one van 
to the otl1Pr, a11d all tl1e cons1>irators 
Vlent 8})l'a'1rliug. l?i(ll£'y- a1;1d r~•ou lYUl'C 
hurt. · , 

''Not s<> liea v_y· as yo11 tl1ougl1t_. cl1 ?" 
u:;ked llaylc i11 s11 r1)risc. · 

''"\terj' ~tr.a11gc !'J 111urmurcll Pl.'oft~ssor 
Zi11gra ,~c,, a ncl tl1C'rc ,\·as a 1>eculiat" glcn111 
i11 l1is C)"C•~. '' 'l'ocl, quick ! Hcl1l me ,, .. i tJ1 
t Isis lid !" 

'' My leg's 1Jrokeu;'' groaned Millar. 
'' F(,ol ! 1,his i~ 110· time to ,,,,ail aL011t 

yo11r tri ,,ial l1t11·ts1 '' snarled Zi11gra,"c. 
'' By Heaven! Ha,!'e wo bceu tricked? 
'l'l1ero is no golll . i~ tltls chest-or it "·ould 
11ot l1a,,c mo,·cd so- easily. No "'·ondcr tl1c 
,,an rocked so mucl1 as we dro,·o !0 

'' 1\Tl1at !" gas1,ed Tod. '' You mean- - .. :' 
He saicl no more, but clutched at tl1c 

l1ca,"y li.d. Ile and Zingra,"e heaved it u11., 
n11d t.J1e profc-8~or·s torchlight· flashed into 
tl1e intc1·io1·. · 
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... Cr11111 lJs ! ~, sai(l Ila11ilf ortI1, bl1nki11g. Arr tliat same time tl1cre were interest. 
'' One of tl1osc St. Frank's kicls !'' yelled i11g hap1Jc11ings near Helmford. 

Tod in amazement. · It hacl been a stern chase. 'Tlte 
'' 'I"he golcl ! ,,,hat of tl1e golcl P'' waile{l (lrivei·. of tho decoy van J1a(l made 

Hr-ss. no atte11111t to leave tl1c 1na.in roacl. Pt1t-
Zi11grave clt1tc11ccl Handfortl1's,sl101tldcrs ting on e,.,.cry ounce of S}Jecd, he l1acl 

i11 a vice-like grip. d1·iv(;11 flat out, tearing along in a mad, 
· '' You will tell lts n:rl1at this means, boy !1

' exhilarating race. And so ·fast ,vas tl1e 
J1c saicl harshly. '' \Vl1at ha, .. e yot1 done ,,.an t·hat even Nelson Lee's own car, ,vl1ic1t 
,vitl1 t11e Edgcmore treasure P'' was -a 1·acer, coulcl not dra,v alongside until 

'' Fi11cl out,'' ret.ortccl Hanclfort11 clcfiantly. they were 11carly into Helmford. 
'' And ,vhile yo11'1"c abo11t, yot1 cnn .all ao Had the road been completely clear1 Lee 
n.ncl eat coke!" 0 might l1avc _overtake·n tha fugitives on 
- "'llold l1im !'' comn1andcd Zino-rave. thre~ occasions·; but in that exa-sperating 
He -~n11 into tl10 otl1cr ,1 an, a~d heavecl way ,vlucl1 is familiar to eve1~y motorist, 

11p tl1c second lie]. He ,vas not st11·prisC'd whenever there waa a long stretch of 
to se~ Ni111Jc1~--,vl1om lie rcco0'11isecl 011 tl1e straight 1·oad where ovc1~taking was 
insta11t. 0 11ossible, the headlights of another vel1icle1 

•·-Goocl~vcning, Professor Zingrave,;, 01· the feeble lamps of cyclists, were al1eacl. 
saicl ~:itJper, by 110 mea11tS as cool as 110 A:gain ancl again Lee ,,,as beaten by these 
apz1en1~ed to be. '' I tl1ink tl1is is our ti-ick., c11·c11mstances. 
cl1 ?" · But 110w tl1crc ,vas a strrtight stretch of 

Nippc1,. ancl 1In11c1fortl1 ltall bcc11 cx11ect- wide roacl-a11d there was no ap1lroaching 
ing cliscovery ever si11co tl1cy l1ad sta1·tecl traffi~: Lee, witl1 Chief-inspccto1· Lcnnartl 
off on tl1is wilcl a.clve11t11re. Tl1cy were sounding tJ10 l1oote1·, roared alo11gside tho 
!1alf suffocated nfter tl1ei1.. impriso11ment 1·ocking van. For some moments tl1ey 
1n tl1c trcas11ro c~J1est-s. But · nci thcr of raced sillc by side; and in the 1·ea1' tl10 
·thcn1 l1nd lost hie 11crve. _ other Sq11ad cars were in close attendance. 
- '~ Tl1e -gold-tl1e gold !" nli11ost s~nmcd '' Stop !'J roat'"ed the Yard n1a11, as 110 

Teel Millar. ~' Tliese infernal lloys have glarecl i11to tl10 van,s cab. ·'' Pttll over to 
bcate11 tts !'' · t11c side !'' 

"" N6t yet,'' gaicl ·Zi11gravc dano-cro11sly. '' Go to blazes !'1 can1c an ans,vcring 
"~l~c these lid~imprison the~ again. shout. . 
Sl11ft tliat seco11d cl1cst i11to Daylc,s van.'' I"'ennarcl flourisl1cd a revolver. 
- And ,vhill' tJ1is ,vas beino- d·one p 1-.0f essor '' All right-we'll blow l1oles in your 
Zingrave stood in rleep tlf ought. He was back tyres !" ho roared. "That won't · do 
tJ1c on_ly one \\'ho remained cool. 'Tlie yot1 m11ch good at t11is speed. Are yo11 
Clthcrs· were in a· Jla11ic, and- furio11s witl1 pltlling 11P ?'' 
di!;ia1>p.ointme11t n11(l shock. After all th('ir '' All 1 .. ight !'' came the gr11dgin0' reto1,t. 
cfforts.....:to be lioodWinked by two school- Nelson Lee was stirprised. He

0 

had ex-
boys ! _ . llcctecl g1111 play; he l1nd bcc11 almost 
• •• Yes,:' said the lH'ofessor slqwly. "Tliat certain that the crooks would open fire. 
1s ltow- 1t was done.'' But, Sltre cno11gh, t]10 van rocked fartl1cr 

'' ·What do• yott ut·ea.n ~-" sna1>ped Tod. to tl1e nca1· side of the road; tl1e brakc8 
'' It was while the van wns standina out- we1·c applied, and soon the vel1icle came to 

side the house, ready,,, said Zingrave. a standstill. Nelson Lee drove his car in 
"These two boys must Jiave crept up in front, and he and Lennard jumped out, tho 
the darkness. They emptied the chests, latter wit11 l1is gun held ready. 
but they could not have taken tho gold, "Say, what's this-a hold-up?" cle­
f a~. P~rliaps. they only carried it to t]ic n1anded tl1e ,rn11 clrive1·, in a tone uf 
co,·er of the bushes, _11~ar the drive. ,,r c amnzen1ent. ''I've. got· notl1ing--'' 
don.1t ·k11ow-b~1t wo sliall know. Thc11, Tl1e11 lie broke off, for otJ1e1· cars wit11 
before they could C6Capc, we came out from shrieking h;akcs, were. pullin~ up.• Uni­
!l1e ho~e. And in tl1ci1· ex_tl'en1ity they f 01wecl pol1ceme11 were leap1na 011t of 
3umped into the chests rather than be dis- them-to say nothing of tlic ph~in-clotl1e:; 
covered:' · Flying Squad men. · 

T!1~ee mi~11tc_a latei,. _t4e _ ¥qat Rollow '' Crik,ey !'.' saic~ t~e van cl1·ivc1·. · '.' Coils r 
fui1~1vcs were 1n t.~1e,.f;11·pi,_y~~• ancl ·were So thats: Jhat it_ 1s P You're going to 
tlr1v1ng ~!1- _ Dayl~.· t;op;k_~.c1i.~1·ge~ .of tl1c _.J1a~c me for ~pecd1ng ?'' . 
otli_cr vehicle, _a11C:1 11c __ ,,,.~s .. s.?.~n ~n -~ _roall Sur1:~u11~l t11e ":an-and . b~ really for 
wl11cl1 ~cd him _ t.o _.a~111~wgt<?,n Moo1·. -tr911b1~, :-said ~ee, 111 a low voice.. ., Tako 
Everything ha~ bee11. tho11ght .of,,_~01:, Dayle ·11~: 11ot1cc. of tl11s_ fello,v. Better 11nnclcuff 
l1a~ placed a bicycle 1n tl1c ot11ermsc cm11ty -l11n1 fitra_1ght a"·a.y- !'' 
va.n. · · (Coutinued on lJage 24.) 
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N EXT week, dear reader.~, "\\'e are going SO)IE of t110 bo~t anti noblest- stories tl1at; 
to give tl1e poets a chance "-itl1 our 11a,,o o,"cr bee11 ,,rritten aro tliose \\,.e find 
special Poetr_J· Number. I'<JClUS gra.~"e i11 t.lte Grammar Books, ,vhiol1 aro gi\te11 
and ga.y ,,ill, I hop(\, a<lorn theso tt3 b~t" ull8}TffiPBtl1etio mast.ere Y:hen we are 
h h h ·11 b bl 1 bei11g taugl1t French. '111,e stories aro ,re1·:r 

pages : t oug t ere '"'1 pro a · j~ )e more 1n~rsterio11s ond f oreig11 i11 t-l1eir treatment. 
gay t.han gra,~. 'rliey consist mo~tly of <Yalogue, and tho intore:.-;L 

I have only one of the latter at tl1c n1on1ont is \\·ell kept up all tlirougl1. 
-an '' Ode to Light, bJ" GUJ" Pop)·s ''-and if 'l~l1ere are u~ually t,,vo cl1araot-ors at t•ho st-art. 
I can't find out ,vhat it means before 11ext. -the hero and tl1e l1eroino. Tl1a tJook• ope11s 
,,:edr1P.s<la)t, it won't joll)·- "~ell bo p11blishcu· at tl1e period ,~lien these tv."o are children. 
and that's flat. Tl1eir names, we gatl1cr, a.re Joh11 (.Jea11) a11d 

This l\"eek "~e are letting Nipper ha,.,.c a good ~-(ary (l\Iaria). 
cl~al of space ,vith his piffling puzz1o, ,vbicli I John is first of all 8110,vn to uS\ i11 tlie pict-,1re 
solved iii three minuks, sixteen sccoiids- as st.anding in a ~autif11l garden~ Ho is looking 
b1." m·u· watch ! It isn't a puzzle at all, reall.'l'. affectionately at l\Iarj•. and lie sa~ .. 8 t-l1esa 

J J •' beat1tiful ,vords : 
It•s so childish that &-a child could llo it. '' Iln,·e l'Olt, tl1011, not seo1l tl10 t-l1rco lurg') 
Tho missing l\"ord, of course, is BL\\rf.,. You books of tl1e gardener ~ " 
,vill find that out when you do the puzzle. ,,~o ca11 imagine t-l1e cl1ildisl1 oagf\rnE'Ss ,~ .. it-l, 

Nipper has pointed out to mo tha.t BL\VF wl1icl1110 asks tl1is 9Uost,.,n, and ,ve can imagi11e, 
isn't a ,vord ; but that's not my fault, is it ? too, l1i::1 di3appoint.mcnt as ~lar~· (!\la!·ia) 
It's tho fault of tho man v.Tho in,,.rntecl i:l1c rcJllios , .. ery soriously· : 
puzzle I should t.hink. It's Nip1>er"s _ fault, '' N ° : 1Jut I lia"\TO l\fit.h me t•l1e. lorg;r l,oc~k 
purely' aud simply. (or b?oks) of my aunt and your fr~end. ' .. 

The fact is, Nipper1
8 really not mttcli good~ Tl11d sho,vs us ~t 011ce ~l1at l\fs.ry rs 11~ rel~t.1011 

at puzzles. I've made up a Cross'\\"Ord puzzlo of John, as :\Iary ~ aw1t 1s merely Jol111 s ~r1e11u, 
th h k hi h 11 I h d •t t Ch h But John, w}10 ts a tl1oughtful bo)~, ts 1\ot 

at ~ ac s s O ow. s ow_e 1 0 ur~. Y interestoo in tl10 aunt•s book, merel)" beca.usG 
and !\lac, and t~ey .went red tn the face '' 1th it is larger tl1a11 tl1oso of tl10 gardener. Ile goes 
&ltppressed adm1rat1on. I thought they were on 09.gerl~ .. : 
going to choke U'ith a"re. '' But l1av·o we 11ot alrro soon t11e garde11er and 

If I have room, I'll publish it shortly. You'll tlte roses ? 'l"l1e garde11er lies many roses ! 
never do it, of course. Nobody but me could rl1 l1e roses grow in tl1e garden ! 1.·110 go.1·de11cr 
solve it-and I shouldn,t be able to do so if I l1imself gro,vs tl1e roses T ' 1 

lost my c·opy of the solution. It's a 1,uz1.lo ,,'h~n I ~'as a cl1~ld, I could 110,·er read tl1i~ 
created by a master brain, antl it can only be be~tiful .pas~~~ without a secret tear. " .. ho.ti 
solved 1Jy other master brains. a ondetful_ \·1s1?n of. gardens and roses end 

, ?' • • • sluga and th111gd 1 t. oa11J urea up l 
I 'o Just got ono cornor of it to straighten A large tabto of irre~ar verbs interrupt the 

out, at the moment. As soon as I can make drama. for a bit. just a'bout here a11d ,, .. lien ,,~e 
senso out of the letters KRKTH\\!KLTUX, noxt see ~he l1cro and l1eroine, Jtl1ey ba~·e left 
I'll put it in my ,,1 EEKLY. So look out for it. tl1e garden a11d are at eohool ~n the class-room. 

Thine to a cinder, I·Iero ,vo are introduced to a ,·cry 1,0,~el school-
E. 0. H. (Oon!inttcd iii coltt1n1t 1, pago 2~.) 



Nipper Invites You to-

CRACK THIS SAFE! 
A Y I 110.ve tho pleasure of presenting another 

no1lel Jittle puzzle to :yot1 thig week ? 
Here arc t l1c e1ne~. Xo .. j 

llo";n is a?rcady inserte(J. 
I may 2 Thanks I This is it ! · 

You are to imagine for a litfto wl1iJo 
tl1at ~lOlt are n bttrglar. ('fl1is is only ima.gination, 
mine) !) Below, you see a so!e that has to be cracked. 
It is fitted with a combination lock with fo11r plttngers. 
A Recret ,vord of four letters will 011en this saie, but 
~?ot1 clon't know \\·hat tl1e word is. 

.:·\CROSS. 
1. 1'he n1an ,vl10 OJ)CD saf c-~. 
7. Jiel1lR. · 
~- ... \ncient Ordc·r (Ab.) 

10. It iR rubbish to look at t.l1i~ 
Hli1&ll tnountain back,vard~. 

11. 'J'hi~ is how erool{~ feel ,, .. he11 
they hear footstep~. 

How a re yott to fincl this word ? 
\Veil, fir~t of all, there's t.he little crossword p,1zzlo 

on t.he door of the safo. This ,vill ha,~o to bo solved 
in the usual way. B11t.--- ! 

1:-011 will find t.ha.t FOUR of tl1e ,vor<ls in tl1is 
puzzle aro wrongly spelt. From eacl1 of tl1eso four 
,vord8 0210 letter l1n.s been loft 011t-making four 
letters in all. These four letters iorm a worcl wl1icI1 
is t.110 combi11ation worcl of the safo. Put 1l1is worll 
in tl1e circles of the lock, a.nd you may take it tl1at 

1 ~- Fir~t stop frortl Do,·rr to 
ll~gium. 

1 ••. .,\11 · iten1. One. · 
·17. Anger. 
1 O. 'fhe~c ha ,·e to be paiu c,-ery 

{IUart~r. 
20. Jtatal tl1ings for fisl1. 
21. llcanlng" King George.'' 
~2. A trar or slash, 
~:J. '.L\his is ,rl,at a. bl1rglar rails a 

job. 
· l·o11 ha,re opened the safe, and the loot is at ~TOllf 26. ~r•> pla.ee in poRition. 

~8. Tl1i~ treP. doesn't rhange it~ 
11ame c,'rr11 "·l1en it iR burnt. rnerc~'-

• 1 
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FURIOUS FICTION 
( Continued from previoits page.) 

r11istross, and ~ .. e ma.lte tile really rot ten 
disco,1cry that nearly all the cl1iklrcn in 
the school are t,hie\"ee. 

The school-mistress etnrt.s : 
. ~, \Villiam has tl10 pencil of tl1e little 
bo ! '' 
~ ou can imagine William-one of thoso 

large, bul}~,ing rottera ,v110 w_ould sneak a 
little boy's pencil. But \Vill.iam is not 
tl10 only one. Eve11 Jol1n and :\Iary are 
pincl1ing with tl1e rest. 

.. John,' 1 says the mistreF;s, '' m\1st gi,·o 
to the small boy (girl) his (her) book.'' 

Tl1is is really rotten of John· especiBlly 
if it turns ot.1t t-hat it is, after all, a little 
girl's book. But, as even the teacher doesn't 
seem to kno,v whose book it is, perJ1P.ps it i'J 
reaJJy Jol1n's own. 

I 

' 

20. '.fo sl1ar11cn one's appetite. 
3(). <!n _account of t lie Ro:ral 

l-.n~1neer~. 
31. ·• .fl rJ·-- ! '' )Ingic ~fl-l'ing. 

Dow~. 
l. _,\11 atl11etic b11rglar. 
~. " ]{oiling clowu to- .. -'' 

(~ong). 
3. Cle\·cr or expert. 
4-. (~i \il 8ervicc ( .. .\b.). 
:,. .:\ hnrcl nut to cracl.:. 
6. If tl1e burglar comes aftr·r 

fl. 
11. 
12. 

l•i. 
10. 

1s. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
32. 
33. 

1niclnigl1t, he comes in thi~. 
~L'o reckon 11p. 
Preposition ~howi11g place. 
'110 speak or ,vritc to son1c­
body. 
''"'hat hurglnr~ do . 
Tt1is is ,,·hat crook~ call 
inf orn1e.rs. 
This puts l-~ou to sleep. 
Oreat dread. 
A fflrmati ve. 
Small heap ot sand • 
Tourist Tro_])hy (4.\ b.). 
Houses of Parliament ( .. .\b.). 

•• Mary,'' goes on the teacher, ' 4 n1ust bo 
11unished. I will p1misl1 1\fary. Mary 110.q 

tl1e pe11 and tl1e ink and il1e boo1ts of ,Jolin.'' 
Evidently a P.ractised thief. Site <loesn' t 

stop at a pencil. She goes the whole hog. 
~rhe ease ".,ith whicl1 she walks off wifJ1 
John's pen ai1d i11l< s1.1ggesta that she could 
take tl1e poor n11t,~ necktie witl1out J1i3 
finding it Ol1t. No <loubt f'he did. 

llore in'eg11la.r ver1>s follow, and tl1en ~-o 
find t J1at John is cha8ing i\lary o"·er n. 
r,istic-looh:ing briclge. Pro-bably he wantq 
to puCJh l1or i1ito tl10 river. That's wl1at I 
sl1ould do. 

Bt1t ~~Oll 1mow ,v}~at happen~ ~~011r­
selves. ~ ou l1avo read 1t rul, the sa.mo na I. 
A te11s~, gripping· a.ncl dl'amatic stor,,, 
wl1i<-h holdR you tl1rillod from start to 
finish .• ~nd ~hnt n1ore can you want tl1J11 
t]1a.t ? 

Xext ,,~eel~: ,I .. ·\TTIEDR:\1I:\TICS. 

WORDS 0 
(The proof is i 

.~TTY· LIT1 

new. rcc1 
(lishes. 1 

1ua.l{e so1nctl1ing· E 

a flavour all its . ~ 
\Ve ]1ave ·:th 

in rcco1n111ehdi ; 

BO:\EBPRO~ 
Take foi1r 0111ree: 

<t uartcr of :;a 11ob1 
t.l1ree tu111blets··fi 
cen1ent., one· eri tJ"il 
lead, cii~hbiiOunces 
::t S})t·inkling. of.- dJ 
a ni11t a11d a.half i .. . 

Pt1t the'JP}ue-on-~ 
a j,~car, a11i~.thenu 
raisins, prussic :a.cf 
a-nd 110":rdared glcE 
for ten secoads, at 
broken lead nnd ·• 
l1ot. 

So appctisu1g is· 
l)o<ly ,,?ho dias o~ 
1)uddi11g never 11 
a.llj~t]u11g el~. . • 

0 
u 
R 

Do11 ~ t take :a 
~.:-ou fellows. --I~ 
printer trJiug 1 
stand on end • 

WIRBLE! 
BEFOR&'!QC'~ 

Haad-y::,~ 
They paf/rotl (it~ 
C.O.D. 

He'd orilg get.:q 
lVhen theg'Mlm 
He gasped-:. •i'\ 
L.S.D.'' 
;.',i1ice .. 1f ae:a,ul\. 
11 is 111.orieta,y .:~ 
11 e sent otll a. d 
,~.o.s. V 

De Valerit u~ 
By old H~iidy-­
Fo·r ca.,!i, he' 8 n 
1.0.U. 

The 1Jaftery eJ. 
·1.L·a .. , con 1.ected. v 
J:Jnjoyed tJ;_c blli 
B.B.(.'. (: 
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F WISDOM Another '' burlesque ,J by William Napoleon Browne. 
a the pudding.) 
n h'~lS ··.lleen coin­
' 110.can't find a11y 

r ma-king novel 
wo11ld like to 

~at:irely.r~11ove]1 ",.ith 
' I' i 

9'11'1. ~. • I I: .,,a.a • 1 · ! f J I•' 

• e,.inuch . ple?'~mre 
~~follo.w1ng. 
()lf •-PimDING. 
a!llf· ch·opped raisins, 
nd··of ·prussic acid, 
full ·· ·of Portland 
;,,u,icces of brokc11 
;OO. powdered glass, 
~ nails, and about 
d liquid gl11e. 
lo,simmer for about 
mix well into it tho 
d;·Portland cement, 
If,: · Boil thorot1ghly 
d:the11 garnish ,rith 
:,ld _ nails, a,nd serve 

this.dish that every­
,e eat-0n bombproof 
1~- any chance ea ts 
· ( V.T.-Re11wi,e.) 

H 
A 
I 
R 

ey notice oi t.]1is. 
sonly tli.at cl1ecky 
;o make ottr hair 

alt:l.pr~1ie· ii 
,gM a .. battery : 
up ~and.· seni i& 

Jl!f-
~,O Study D, 
r 1iavert ~t an.y 

r fDUB~.s11ar in,~ 
liBl.r-esa; - -
bpairi1t9 

kiillen . 
!oo . .a,ig: ·blt,e I 
. ow (tL-i·itten 

t,iS ·. -... , 
tt, anrl :v_;a·. · 
ieflcent : . ·. -.. 

• 

~,
1.A~TER ·C11t-RCll.) 

DREADFUL WARIES 
This week : Archie Glenthorne. 

Monday : Yaw-aw .. ! Mt1st write tl1is mor11i11~ ~ y 
beastly diary, begad ! \ ... ery tired, though. two t,,T1n 111g­

Don't want to go to sleep, b\1t must. gers i11 bath­
Tired of dreaming! Odds shocks and ing cost,1mes . 
nightmares 1 I don't know where I a 1n or Rat 11 e 1· su1·­
what's happening to me, y'k11ow. Sd' much prised at this. 
of 111y life is spent in dreams and so forth Thursday : 
tl1at I don't know wl1ich is real and whicl1 Drea1ned I 
isn't. Tl1ought just now a greenish-blue b o ll g l1 t a 
dromedary was brushing one of my suits d e l i g h t f u l 
for me ; then I imagined it must be Phipps. p u r pl o • blue 
But whicl1 is tho dream-the dron1edary suit ,vitl1 ct1t­
or Phip1Js ? CP.n 11t in1agine ! a,vay 1 ape 1 s 

Tuesday : The Remove was t.aken in tl1is morning. 
1natl1s this 1nor11ing by a l1ugo, bearded I J101l8 tl1is is 
n1an weari11g a sports coat, football shorts· real-not just 
and a wig. He started off by asking us a d1~ea1n. _I drean1ed, afterwarlls, t.l1nt 
,vhat wag twice two. ,vhcn we couldn't ll}1ipps ga,?e tl1e suit to tl1e assistru1t 
a11swer, ho producecl a pea-shooter and gardener. I hope tl1is is a. dren111-not rea.J. 
Jlepperecl us with peag. Can it be that it Friday : Too tired to ,vrite to-day. I',-o 
,vas all n dreatn ? ,,1ho knows ! just d.reamed I'm writing tl1is diarJ'• 

Wedne~day : Harl a curious dream to- ~lust be a dream1 I tl1ink. · - -
llay. Dreamed tl1at I was being bumped Saturday : Dreamed I p1al-~ed football. 
by Handfort.h, Tl'a,1ers and several other Odds splasl1es and mud! Tl1at wasn't, a 
rl1ffianR. It was so \ 7ivid that it almost dream-it was a. nightmare. I .<lon't k11ow 
seeined real. Yes jl1<lging by the bruises wl1at really ha:ppened to.da.~y, except tl1at 
on my person, I'm inclined to believe that,, a. fleet of airships camo over and bo1nbecl 
after all, it WAS real. Deuced unpleasant t.110 school ,vitl1 apple dumplings. ~flint 
experience ! My tea was brot1ght in this was a real happening, l'tn sure • 

TRACKETT GRIM 
sen4s in BIS ACCOUNT, 

Daniel Dogsbody\t Esq., 
Dr, to TRACKET'£ GRilf, 

Detective. 
(Office Ho1tra: 9.41 a.m. to 6.27 p.m.) 

£ s. d. 
To detecting and putting i11 

clink four (4) burglars at 
12s. 6d. per burglar • • • • 2 10 0 

To sustaining one crack on the 
beezer at one gtrinea a go • • 1 1 0 

To l1oepital expenses • • • • l 6 
To assistant's expenses rescuing 

me from sudden death three 
times at 1 Os. • • • • • • 

To crack on assistant's bcezer 
at 2s. 6d. • • • • • • • • 

l.ESS one crack on burglar's 
"beezer • • • • • • • • • • 

10~{, disco11nt for prompt casl1 

I 10 O 

2 6 

IJ 0 
10 0 

• 

Solution to Puzzle 
As Handy cannot sparo tl1e space .to 

reprint the diagram in full, I will give you 
tho words by numbers. Acnoss: I, 
Cracltsman, 7, Aids. 8~ A.O. 10, Tor. 
11, Afraid, 13, Ostend. lo, Unit. 17, Ire. 
19, Rates. 20, Nets. 21, G.R. 22, Gasl1, 
23, Lay. 26, Set. 28, Ash. 29, Whet. 
30, Re (R.E.). 31, Presto. DoWN : 
I, Cat burglar. 2, Rio. 3, Adroit. 4. C.S. 
5, Safe. 6■- !\:Ioming. 9, ~t\dd. 1 J, At, 
12, Address. 14, Steal. 16, Na1·ks. 18. 
Etl1er. 24, Awe. 25, Yes. 27 • Tee. 32, T ."I'. 
331 H.P. 

TI1e words wrongly ~It were : . 
.. .\(D)DRESS, G(A)SH, RATE(S}, and 
\V(H)ET, and the four missing letter~ 
make the word DASH1 wllich is the kol•• 
word of the combination. The reason why 
the o,vner of the safe chose tllis word ,va'J 
becau-;o tl1ie was what ho alwa3-·s said wl1en 

TOTAL (SJ1d cl1eap at tl1e price) £4 10 0 l1e forgot the combination. And after t11at. 
An early remitt.ance will oblige as we are· ,vhen he forgot the word and aa-i(l, '" Dasl1 !', 

sto11y. -it would come back to Jum.-
NIPPER. 

. 

STRAY THOUOHT. . , -. 
If son1ebody gave me .. a million pou~cts; 

I'd ·count every ha.lfpenuy.of i_t. · . 
• • r ·. POET'S CORNER 

• 
Drink 

SKUNKO! 
a11d li,e to-a l'ipe old a-ge. 

Tl1e1,o is no Poet's Comer tl1iq wecl,, ar;; 
(J1.1r poets ca11not tlii11k of a l'l1~,1io fQr 

( ... \cl v t.) t ~ sea." 
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FOiLED BY ST. FRANK'S '' NeTer mind '"hat you thought,•' broke 
in Lennard. '' Let"'s have those particulars 

(Continued from page 20.) again. We shall have t-0 verify them. 
'' 'Ere, go ('-asy,'' said the driver in an Hnrvey 1.t Gregg, Camberwell. Yo11 took 

injured voice. '' I thought you was one o' a load of etuff to Appleby's Farn1? ,v11nt 
tl1cm swell sporty gents. I didn't mean no sort of stuff?" 
'arm. The roatl \\·as clear, so I just gave '' A lot of new farm implements­
you a rttn for your money-tl1at's nil. I 1>loughs. an' things,'' gro\\"'led tho man. 
didn't know yo11 \Vas speed cops.'' '' You can't do anythi»8' t.o me oxce1Jt fine 

'' That'll llo.,, said Lennard ctH'tly. me, p'r'a.ps, for speeding'. But I didn•t 
'· Anybody else in the cab with yot\? All .. think I was doin' any 'arm--'J 
l'ight-como out of it.J' . '' \Ve•re going to hold yo11, a11yho~.'' 

Tl1e hn_ndcuffs were snapped over the said ·the Chief Inspector. '' So you deli .. 
man's wrists, and he gasped. ,,,ered a perfectly legitimate load of stuff 
,, ''C~~ck it!': ~e ejaculated in~ignnntly. at A.pplcby's Farm?. You don't happen to 

I a1n t a cr1m1nal ! You don t put the know anythi11a about another van-jtist 
bracelets on a chap for speedin', do you P" like this one ?'r 

While ho \\"a.a being hustled int.o one of '' I don't know what you're talkin' 
tho police cars, Nelson Lee and Lennard. about_,, · 
l\ritl1 many ot)1er Squad men, forced ope_n '' You wottldn't,'J said Lenna rel._ '' All 
the rear doors of· the van. They had tl1e1r ri~ht-take him along to Bannin(l'tonJ you 
guns ready-for tl1ey were cxpe<!ting resist- fe1lows, and put him in a cell. 

0 There's 
~lnc-e. ,,·ork for me here.'' 

'' Hands up-a.11 of you!" rapped out Nelson Lee ,,,.as full of r(,luctant admiru-
Lcnnnrd. as the doors s":-ung open. '' It's tion. 
110 good thinking-- Hallo ! '\That the ., We've got to start all over again, 

· Empty, by glory!'~ Lennard,'' he said '' Zingra,,.c'a organis~t• 
It was Nelson Lee's electric torch which tion is . 88 brilliant 88 e,,.cr. Ho has 

l1ad revealed this astounding fact. Lee secured a ,,aluable start. \Vl1ile ,,~e've 
..rttefully regarded the Scotland Yard man. been chasing this decoy ,·an, Zingravc an(l 

'' Very clever, Lennard,'' he said. '' \Ve his associates-and the trcasure-l1c.1:,l'e got 
cot1ld have sworn that we kept the van in completely away.'J 
sigl1t . the whole time-but at t1ome spot 
there was a s11bstitution.' .. 

,. What-,\'hat do yo11 mean?" gasped 
Lennard. 

'' Isn't it obviot1s? This isn't the van 
vvhich left Mont Hollow.'' 

'' B11t-b11t--•• 
'' It's tl1e· eame make and the same 

colouring1'' went on Lee, '' but it-'s not tl1e 
same "nn. We',,c bee~ tricked, L.cnnard­
and t.ricked cle,,erly. We might have 
~xpected something like this from 
Zingrave.'1 

'' Well, I'm hn.nged !'' roared Lennard In 
ftlrv. '' What are we going to do P'' 
- 1~ltey turned upon-· tl1e van dri,·e1 .. , who 

looked a. respectable cnottgh f cl low. 
''Me?" he said, in answer to Lennard's 

questions. '' You don't think I'm a crook, 
clo yo11 P Wl1at did you expect to find in 
my van-tho Crown Jewels? You've bc£11 
goin' to the films, an' they've got into yo11r 
head.'' 

'' No,'V, look here, my friend--'' 
'' I ain't your friend,'' groll-·led tl1e man. 

"My name's Bob Hoov.er, an' my firm is 
Harvey & Gregg. Limited, of CambcrwelJ. 
'\'e'rc J1nulage contractors. Wl1at's the 
matter with yott P I took a loa.d of stuff 
clown to Ap1lleby 1s Farm, jttst outside 
Bannin'ton, an' ,vas comin' home when I 
'(\nrrl yo1lr 'ootcr, an' I thottght--'' 

CHAPTER 10. 
In the Hands of the Gang I 

AJOR DA YLE-110 l1ad held a tc,m .. 
1)orary commission d11ring tl1c 
Great \\1ar-took tl1c ~• ,,·anted '' 
motor-van miles across the moor; 

lie drove it to one of the remotCttt and 
"'?ildo6t spots. -

He knc\v that it was a risky task; for if 
lie encountcl'cd any 11olicc cara he ,,rould 
be com11clled to dri,1-e like mad and then 
chance his luck. But, as it happened, lie 
met nothing 011 the road. and tl1c moor 
itself was thick ,vitl1 mist. 

Finally, he took the van well o1f the 
road, and ra.n it into a steep hollow. Hero 
he removed his bicycle, walked it back to 
the road, and moltnt.ed. He did not mind 
--now-how ma.ny police officers lie met. 

?.fajor _ J)aylc ,vas well known in Ban• 
nington; he had started a chicken farm 
nearly a year since, and he was accottnted 
an enterprising, .. honoura.blo gentleman. 

Zingravo l1ad been particularly cunni11g 
in cl100Bing Da7lo as a l1elper; for Dayle 
lived comparatively near to St. Frank's. 
Thnt was the cleverness of it. The police 
would be sco11ring tl1c main roads l11tndreds 
of miles n,v-ay-. Zingra.ve pl:inncd to '' lie 
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lo,v '' at Dayle's Fn1 .. 111 for some days­
}ler hn. }JS ,,·eeks. 

But tl1c ,vholc 11rogramn10 was now 
r1.1incd-anc1 ruinecl · by t,,~o schoolboys. . . . 

. _ · All that rernainccl of t11c trcasttrc "·as a 
:·. · l~anclful of cl ttll gold c.oins w hicl1 . l1ad bee11 

collected from tl1e fl.001' of tl1e van. 
In sp~tc of Zi11gra ve's carcf11l p1 .. e1Jarn­

tions-,v hicl1 l1ad been glorio\tsly s1.1ccess­
f11l 11p to this point-everytl1ing ,vas upset 

, by what U1c scl1oolboys had clo11c. Tocl 

The ancient sea-chests ,l'erc :fl11ng open, 
and Nipper and Handfo1~tI1. both lookiu~ 
defiant, · ,,·ere l1auled out. They • f oun<l 
themscI,,es ,vithin a cir~lc. of grim-faccrl 
men . 

♦, You yo11ng ·-clogs!'.! snarled To<l. 
'' ,v11cre's that gold? What did· you do 
witl1 it?'' 

'' Lca,·c tl1cm to meJ'' s,tid Zing1'a ,c 
quietly. _ 

And tl1e1·c ,,·as sometl1ing ·in ]1is to11c 
whicl1 ca11sed ~ippe1' a.nd Ha11clfo1 .. th to 
sl111d<ler. · Milla1· a,ncl Iva11 Hess a11d Ridley ,vcrc i11 

such a fury tl1at it wo\tlcl l1avc go11e l1arcl 
,vitl1 Ni1lper a11cl Hn.uclfortl1 b11t £01~ the N[PPER lincl nianage{l to gi\"C Jianll• 

. presence of Zingrave. It was Zingravo forth a warning glance. 
· who kept his head-as usual. Both the junio1·s were determined 

• .\ftc1· a very s11ort (lri,rc tl1c IJ~_1 .. ty to say 11othing. The t1'eas11r~,. 
ar1 .. i,~ccl at a quiet, old-fasl1ioued farn1- they k11c,v, was beneath tJ1e coal in the 
l1011se ,vl1ich stoocl some dista11ce back cellar a.t :\Ioa.t Hollow. It was any odcls 
fron1 tl1e ·roacl, wl1ich " .. as rcache<l by tl1at tl1c gold was safe therc-11nsu~11ectcll 
1nea11s of ~ private lane. There ,vcrc some by a Ii,ring· so11l. 
sprawling outbuildings, with clumps c.f "Now, my young friends," said Zin-

,. trees Rtanding here and there. grave. his voice very silky. "We don't 
" What's this place? " aske<l Tod. want any unpleasantness. do we? . You 

"Wl1at's the good of comiri0a here? We',.,o I b l b 't ·t 1a,,,e ce11 c ever- ut yot1 v;eren ·q111 c 
got to be afte1· t]iat gold--" clever enough to get away. Now,. sup-

,, Cannot you understancl that '\\·e must posing ,"·e ha,Tc a little cl1at ?', 
fi1~st find a _safe hiding-place P'' interrupted '' Y 011 ca:11-'~ scare us.,:' said Ha.nclf.ortli 
Zino-rave. "This is Dayle's Farm. Don't defiantly. . 
wor;y about him-he'8 trm~tworthy. I'~e "It is evident tl1at you remove<.1. tho 

· knowµ him for yea.rs. He sta•rted this gold bags, and the casket of jewels, just 
chicken-farm nearly a year ago. -You can bcf or13 we left Moat Hollow." said the pro­
see the huts ·and the chicken-runs," ho fessor. "If you l1ad had any time at your 
tt.<l<lecl, poi11ting. clis1Josal you ,,Tau.Id l1a,"e l'emo·vccl yo111·-

" Anybody else here?" asked Tod. selves, too. But you were evidently caught 
"Nobody-Dayle lives alone," replied at the last moment-and. in desperation, 

the professor. "And even Dayle won't be you· concealed yourselvea in the empty 
back for an hour or two yet.'' cliests. '' · 

TJ10 van drove up to the rear doo1· of tlie The boys were silent. . 
farm~1011se, in a paved yard, and, undci~ ''NO\\", all this is very int ere.sting,~, 
Zingrave's orders, the cl1ests were lialtled co11tinltccl tha professor softly. · '' Tell me, 
out and carried indoors. Then tl1e van Millar-and you, Ridlcy:-a:n<l you. Hess. 
was taken to an open-fronted shed, such as You were at tl1e upper w111dows, were yon 
one can find on almost any farm. not, during our last hour at Moat Hollow'?" 

Zing1·ave did not allo,v any light until '' Tl1at's what I can't make o,1t,'' sa1<l 
the shutters of the farmhouse kitcl1en were Ridley. ''I was at one of tho front 
tig]1tly closed. - Then ·a smelly oil lam}l windows nearly all t1rc tim.e·, and ,vhc11 I 
'\\,.as lit, an<l Ziugrave sent one of the men went a.way for a bit Hess was tl1crc. ,,re 
outsicle to cliscove1· if any chink of tight could see 1"ig-Jft down into the drive.', 
eecapecl. The men came back to report '' A11d yo11 sa,v no movements P'' 
t l1at tl1ere was none. '' N otl1i11g." · 

"Tl1en we can talk f1·cely ,'' saicl Zin- '' Y ct t11ese boys must have been ,\·orkiug 
grave. '' The police ,vill 11ot con1e here. tl1e11, '' sai<l Zing1·ave slowly. '' T11cy wore 
'\Vo l1ave given t11en1 plenty to do, my very ca1~efttl about--it-and I have nn idea 
fric11d.s. Open tl1ese cl1ests !"' t.l1at tl1ey ,,Torked alone.'' 

· His calmness helped to . resto1·c the, '' Ho,v ca11 yott think that?'' asked To(l 
otl1ers. They were feeling: tl1e re-action, qttickly. '' rrl1erc m11st have bccu others 
too, aftc1' tl1at l1ectic flight.- Tl1is. 1·espitc __ ,, . 
,vas ,vclco~~. ·A~ -Zing.rave l1ad · told :themJ ~ • '' Tl1cy- _ ro11ltl · l1av~· ·.done it alone,'' srutl 

~; Dayle,s Farm ,vould ·nc·vcr be sus1}8etcd- Zi11g1·av~~ ,. A.nd. 'if there l1a<l been other?• 
·; 01~ Dayle's va11, eitbe1~, for tl1at= oltl .vel1iclo tho~e ot.ll'ers wo11lcl· ha,·o l'e-rcalc<.l their 
· :was al,vays 11assin!? to nn'tl fro· wit11 farm· presence ~t ··the last momcnt-wl1en thooc.l 

1Jrodltce. two ,verc tra-JJped.'' 
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Y L·t the J)rofcssor was filled u·itl1 alarm. 
Tl1c only explanation, it seemed to him, 
\\·as tha.t tl1e boys l1ad emptied the chests, 
a11d ])laced tl1c gold b,igs in tl1e cover of 
the bushes. Tl1at meant only one thing. 
By. n~,v the 11olice, l1aving searcl1ed tl1e 
~iont Hollow grouncls, wo11ld have found 
tl1e treasure ! . 

Anrl then Handforth, who l1ad an extra­
ordinary. way of unintentionally blunder­
ing, gave Z1ngravo new l1eart. 

'' You can question us from· now 11ntil 
tl1e end of the year-but _we won't tell yqtt 
anything," said Edward Oswald fiercely. 
'' \Ve,ve hidden tha.t treasure.'' 

'' Hidden it?" repeated Zingrave sha1111ll"· 
'' Hidden it wl1ere you ~"on't fi11d it, or 

anybody else, either ~" said H,1ndforth, 
unconscious - of Nipper's warning glance. 
"Nobody will fi11d that trcas11re until ,,,c 
give away the hiding-place!'' 

'' Oh, ~andy !" groaned Nipper. 
''EhP Why, what--'' Handforth 

sta.red. '' I didn't mean--'' 
'' So tl1c hiding-place is a secret?'' 

snapped Zingra,,.e, seizing Handforth by 
t.he shoulder, and peering fiercely into his 
face. '' Good ! I had been ·fearing that 
you . had merely dull)ped tl1e gold in the 
bushes, but now I know differently. You 
will tell me l\'hat you did with the 
treasure. Yes, my young friends~yo11 will 
tell me. 11

' 

' ' It's not too late, then?" asked Tod 
Millar, his eyes burning. '' If nobody else 
but tl1~se kids knowR--'' 

'' Exactly,'' said Zingravc. '' We may 
recover tl1e lost ground yet.'' 

'' But we can't go back," said Ridley 
nervously. ''These young wheltJs l1n.,,c 
robbed 116 ! There's only a l1andful of gold 
to split between tts ! " 

'' And you wottldn't have l1ad that if one 
of the bags hadn't burst,'' said Handforth. 
'' You thougl1t yolt'd won, didn't yo11? 
But \\7 e St. Frank's cha,ps l1avc l1ad yott 
\\~J1ncked all the tin1e !'' 

T HE infuriated mc11 ,vcre looking more 
and more d.angcro11s. Nipper \\·as ex­

. Eecting some ,·iolence. Prof ossor 
Zingra.ve, ho\\·ever, ,vas ~~cing slo\v ly 

tll, and do,vn tlae stone floor of the kitcher,, 
and ho was looking tho1tgl1tfully at the 
ancient oak be.ams, overhead. 

'' In tho old daysbno doubt, tl1cy httng ro,vs 
of hams on these earns," he said smoothly·~ 
'' A quaint and interesting custom.'' 

'' Is this a time to talk abot1t 11:am? '' snarled 
Tod, in exasperation. · 

'' Tho beams, )~ou ,vill obser,·c .a-re quite 
lo,v,., continttcd Zingra,·e interestedly. '' And 
those stout hooks--'' 

'' Ha,·e you gone 011t of :y·our mind?" tlc­
mnnded Tod frant.ically. 

'' Not at all,,, said the professor. '' 'Thoso 
hooks, althougl1 flaced there for the recep• 
tiot'3 of han1sa ,,·il ser,·e us \Velli Millar. Get 
me some cor -not r1cccssarily t 1ick cord, btit 
it must be strong.'' 

''\Vh.at in blazes--', 
'' GQt it!" said Zingra1,·e, nncl his ,·oicc was 

Cilrt. 
Ono of tl10 men produced some lengths -of 

stout cord. Zingra,·e examined it, and 11odded 
lYit.h satisfaction. 

'' Tl1c ,~cry f,jtufi, '' ho said. '' No,v, tio a 
lengtl1 sccttrcly to ~nch of theso bo~·s' ,vrists. '' 
_''Oh! '' mui.tered Nipper, "Titl1 full a11d 

droo.dful t1ndcrstnnding. . 
'' Bl' t.hunder t I iret ~'OU no\\~ ! '' saicl To<l · 

l\Iillar brea~hi11g l1ard. "Those l1ooks, el1 Y 
Sa l·ot1're goi11g to string them. 11p? 'l,l1at'll 
make •cm talk!', 

'' No, 110 ! " gaspe<l Hand forth. '' You oa11 • t 
do that! Tliat \'roulcl be torttlrc !- Y Ott rotters 
-s:rou fie11ds-:you bla.ckgttards ! Y Ott 
can't--'' _ 

He broke off .as Hess, ,vitl1 animal-like 
strength, seized l1im from behind and l1eld 
l1in1 fast. Handforth ""as a burly junior, but 
l1is stru~gles ,,,ere ttseloss against tl1at. tremen .. 
dous grip. Lengtl1s of cord ,vere tied ,vith 
cruel tigl1tncss to each of his l\"rists. Nipper 
vtn.s being treated in the same ,vay. 

'' Don't argue ,,·ith tl1cm. IIandjT, ''. said 
Nipper quietl.}·. '' It wo11't do any· good. 
Keep cool-tl1at's all.,, . 

'' And cxcollcnt ad\'·icc, too,'' noddeLl Zin .. 
gra,,..o. ''But I ,,·onder. my good Nipper, 
l10,"· long· ,1ou ,viii remain c.nrm? I n1can to 
ha,·e that 1nformatio11 out. of ·you. At least, 
out of ono of \'Ott. I don't care ,vhicl1. ,, -

'' Shall we string them up?'' asked IIess. 
'' Y Ott say the ,,rorcl, yes? ,,.,. C r11nkc tl1e111 
tallc?" 

Bt1t Professor Cyrus Zingravo ,,·as clc,~cr. 
A little mer1tnJ torture. he decided sl1ottld 
prcced~ the ph1:-sical torture. ' 

'' Place those stools bcnoatl1 tl1is beam,'' 110 

ordered. '' Stand the boys upon tl10 stools, 
and then- dra,v their arms up, and tie tl1e 
other ends of tlJoso cords to t-hc hool,s. But 
do not hurt our young friends-:ret. '' 

\\"hi le tl1 is ,,·ns being done, Nipper and 
Handfo1--tl1 (el t almost pl1ysica,lll· sick. f,or 
thev knc,v exactly l\?hat ,Yas in Zingrave's 
mind. TheJ" ,,·ere to be gi,·en the cl1ancc to 
spe.alc-and if tl1ev refused tl1e stools ,,·ero to 
he 1,icked a ,vny. lca,·ing tl1cn1 suspC'ndc(l u~' 
tl1cir ,Yrists ! 

CHAPTER 11. 
Nelson Lee on the Trail! 

T [-IE light from Nelson Leo's electric 
torcl1 splasl1ed thro11gl1 tl10 dar·k,1oss 
and steadied itself upon tl1c road st1r­
face. 

'' Tl1is looks rather interesti11g, Lennard, s'· 

h~ said. 
'' If it's a cllte, sl10,v it to mot" said the 

blu11t Scotland Y1tl'd man. "This affair 
baffles me, Lee. l\'o \Yero ""ell after thos" 
croul,s, ar1cl srct tl1ey slipped llo. Bt1t how t'' 
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Revealed in the torch-bean1s were Handforth and Nipper-prisoners of Professor Zingrave, 
who smiled in mocking triltmph. One move from Nelson Lee or the police would result 

in the schoolboys' death ! 

·1·11 ◄_l i11~pcctor \Yas 111ore than exas11eratcd. 
llo a11tl ~cl~ou Lee ,Ycrc alo11c; Lee's car 
,ras Jr:t,,·11 111) by tl1c ~ido of tl1c road, t,vc11ty 
or tl1ir1~· ~·ards a,vaJ?• '.l'hc otl1cr Squad cars 
,lerc 11J i11g i11 ull dircctio1ls O\"Cr tl1c <listrict, 
llttt bO far 110 11c,-rs of tl1c Ya.11isl1c(l crooks 
J1ad eo1110 to ha11d. 

Nclso11 Lee l1ntl lJtlcn sj·~lc111aticall)1 exn111i11-­
j ug ever~· sitlo t,,1rui11g alo11g tl10 111ai11 road 
f ro111 tl1at spot '""·l1cro the <lcco:y va.r1 l1acl bcc11 
• )\"Crtakc11. 11.,or Leo l1ad for111cll a tl1eor:y-. 
Jic ,va ~ c.:crtai11 tl1aC tl1is ~eco11tl ,·un l1acl lJcc11 
Ising i11 a111l)t1sl1, ready to tako to t.110 roall 
.tt a. ~c:co11cl,s 11oticc. _r\11<.l tl10 real '\7 a11 }ind 
~ li :µ pct.I a.,, Lt . .)· <lo\v 11 o 11 c of 111 e r11a ny b)--­
ln 11+·1~. 

•· J3u1. tl1..:rc·s 111orc in it tha11 ll1a.t .. Ler111c1rcl, ,~ 
sai(l I .. cc, ,,·lietl 11c tol<l tJ1c 111s11cctor of l1is 
iltCOl'\". ,, rrl10 crooks \\-Otlltln~t ltSe tl1ci1· o\\·11 
'a11 _f <)1· lo11g~it ,Yottlti lJo too risky. I'm 
l'<.'rta111 tl1e treast1re ,,·as tra11sferrc(l. '' 

'• Y 01.t 111ca 11 int,J a third ,·an?:, 
• • 'i l~I!'tl1~~r. 1I1at, or iuto a, builtliilg of s(n110 

k111<l, ~a1(1 T~cc. '' _i\. barn-a cottage, pcr­
l1a11~. Look lie re.'' 

lle i 1H_lica t e{) tl1c roatl. He had already 
fou11<l ::l,1tl Ulat)\.~ 011 t11c s,1rfacc-telling l1i11>, 
;+~ ~~tr•_•?y n~ t h•Ju~·h he lla(1 ,,-it11('5~c.-l tl1c i11ci-

dc11t ,vitl1 l1i.s 0,r11 csc~, thal. a Jlo,rcrful ,-an 
l1ad s,Y u11g out of t l1 jg sicle t.tlr li i ng at I1ig! 1 
s1Jeetl. It ,Yas a. sig11i fica.11 t. llisco,·crj,". 

But the one lie 110\v [)Oi11tf'cl out to Lc1111at<.l 
,vas evc11 111orc sig-nifiea11t-. ()11 tl1t) road tl1eri.! 
\\·as .a, pool of lJlaek: oil. It ,vas so111c .dis­
ta11cc ur> t lie sic1c la11c, 11ca r to tl10 grn.~~ 
,·crgc. 

H ..._t\. car J1as stoo<l ]1ere, Pl1 '!'' grt111ictl 
Lc1l11ard. '' I tlo11~t sec--" 

He l1rokt) c>ff n s 110 l1e.ar(l t lie f r.1 u ii liar ,,·a rn­
i11g of a 1->olice-car sire11. He 1'a11 to tl1e 
e11d of tl1c la11c, a11d ,va s j t1~t i11 tin1c to 
attract a car as it ,,-as sl1ooti11g IJast. It co11-
ta.i11ec.l Inspector lTa111cso11, of tl1e Bau11i11gto11 
11olic(\, a11cl tl1rcc constables. ~c]~o11 Lee 
j oi11e<l tl1c111. 

'' \Vc'vc fot111d tl10 ,·an~'' sai<.l tl1c in~11ector 
tri u111 }Jl1a11tlJ·. 

'' E111pt,,, of cot1rsc? '' nskcd Lee. 
'' \Vel], ~ J~cs .. ' ' ncln1it.ted ,J a.111eso11 ,Y ill1 rc-­

l1tctnnce-. '' It ,,~as abando11cd 011 tl1e 111oor • 

A bit of luck~, really. 011e of Oltl' f<>ot J)at1·ols 
l1appened to sco ~~ll" Jigl1ts 011 t lie ~11oor, a ncl 
l1tJ ,vatcl1ccl tl1c111. Ile \Yas st1r1lr1~c-.l ,v11c11 
the ca1· scc111cd to Je,a.\·o t.110 roatl atltl go llO\YJl 

i11to a. 110110,Y. rrI1e11 the ligl1ts \,·e1lt ont .. I-In 
tJ1,)l1gl1t l1c'tl lJet 1 er gt1 clo\r11 a11c] l1aYc a !ool{ 
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-and l1c f ot1nd the van. Ile didn't kno\V 
nnJ·tl1i11g of the Moat House affair, but he 
tl1ought l1c'd Letter hur.ry to a telephone and 
gi,"o information.'' 

'' So ,ve come to another dead end, Len• 
11a.rd, '' said Nelson Lee, nodding. 

''Well, it's just ,,,bat you said,'' gro""led 
tl10 Yard man. ''The crooks must have trans­
ferred the treasure and then the van aban­
doned. By glory! We're left absoltttelj:­
stranded no,v. '' 

Tlto Yard man, with a Tast experience cf 
motor b.at1dits, knew how- difficult 1t ,,pould be 
to traco the fugiti,,.cs.. The chances ,,·ere that 
they h-ad transferred into another oa.r, and 
the police had no know ledge or description 
of it. 

'' I cannot help thinking that "·e shall find 
Ottr quarry fairly close at hand,'' said N elso11 
Leo shrewdly. '' Zingra,"e is cle,·er, Lennard. 
He knows that every main road is being 
watched • every car -is being stopped, and the 
drivers questioned. With two treasure chests 

.aboard-and that means a heavy va.n-it woulcl 
be a risky trip. · It's far more likely that 
ottl' friends are lying low somewhere close at 
hand.'' 

• 

' ' Bttt tl1is is 1a ,va;;tc of time l\Ir. Lee,.'~ 
prot.ested Inspector Jame9on. 4

' iiajor D.avle 
could11't be n1ixe(l t1p in tl1is ,vre-tchecl bttsi• 
ness. I',,.e l1eard of l1im, of cottrse. He'~ 
doing ,,,.ell ,,-itl1 tl1is c11icken far1n.. His ,ran, 
f till of prodt1ce, i5 n l,Yays comi1lg into the 
to"rn, ,, 

'' I nm i11tertstccl in• ~Iajor Dayle"s ,~an .. ,._ 
said Leo sl1ortly. 

'' ,,~hJ·, :yot1. clon't tllink--'' 
'' \\""o ha,:-o l1earcl th.at l\iaior Da.:vlc li\'Cs 

alone,'' interrupted Lee.. '' 'l'l1is · is a lonoly 
farml1ot1se. IIo,v do ,Ye l\'.:r10,v that sometl1ing 
bas not happened to ttic rr1ajor? At- n11j•- rate, 
,,re arc not lYasting mucl1 · ti111e. '' • 

As tl1eJ'. approac11ed tl10 old l1ouse t!1cy &:i,v 
tla11.t no l1gl1ts ,vt'ro sl10,ving, bttt llrt~sc-ntly. 
they spotted tl1e ran18l1ackle ,-a11 st.a ndi11g in 
tl1c open-fronted shecl. 

A hard glint can1e irlto Nelson Lee~s e,·es 
Bi h ... o felt tho racliator. It \Yas riot n1ercly 
~va.rm, but hot. · --

CHAPTER 12. 
... 

Professor Zingrave's Way! 

They ,vent back to the spot where the patch '' AMESO~, I ,,.._t ~~011 to post ~~ottr 
of oil lay on the road. men round tl1ese grotmds, '' sai<l Lee 

''You see,'' said Nelson Lee, ''tho car· was crisplv. ''Place them so that they 
clearly standing on the near side p()inting up obscr,"o al) ,vindo"-s and doors.'' 
tl10 lane. And look at these tyre marks- - '' Yes, ~Ir. LC'e ! '' said tl1c local i11spector, 
ti1ey are quite distincti,·e. '' ra,ther breatl1less. 
• Gettinjf int,o his Ol\l'n car, Loo dro,,.e slowly The officers l1urricd off. 
on, kee_1!1ng t.ho faintly ,i-isible t}·re tracks in '' This old van ,vag t1sed within tl1c la.st. l1a.}£ .. 
sigl1t. The Chief Inspector stood on the foot.. l1our, Lennard, !'J said Lee, in a lo,v ,,.oice. 
board, and, in the rear, came the other car, '' I "·ill agree ,vitl1 :rotl t-ha.t I may be OQ a 
vvitb l11spector Jameson and the police wild-goose cl1ase, but \t"O had better be on t.l1e 
officers. ~ safe side.'' 

'' Hallo ! What's this?'' said Nelson Lee &ttd• '' Of course,'' agreed the Yard man. ''It'~ 
denly. f un11y, ·too, tl1a.t this farm ,~a11 should J1a,·o 

'l'he tracks left the lane here. taking to a been st.a.nding i11 that lane. Thero might l\e 
narro,v pri,,.ate road. In the gloom somo a perfectlJ' s1m1lle explanation--'' 
,·ague b~ildings could be seen. Footstep~ ., I wo11der if there .is a perfectl:v simple c:t .. 
sounded Just then, and the figure of a farm plana.tion of this~'' broko in Lee ... 
labourer appeared from down the lane. . · 'l,he tone of his ,)'oico made tl1a Chief l11·• 

'' Just a mint1te, '' said Lee. '' Can you tell spector jump. Lee's torch ,vas on, and tl1e 
me "'here this private road loacls to?'' ben.m was directe~ ~o the g~ottn~. At first 

''Why, certainly, sir,'' eaid tho man respect- Lennard sa,v nothing of spec1ul s1gnifioanco; 
fully. '' That bo tho chicken farm-!tlajor tl1en st1dde11l.y he bent for,._·ard eagerly. 
D.a.l·le's place.'' '' \Vhat's th.at-a coin?'' he asked. 

'' ?.fajor Da:}~lo is known to ~"OU?'' N el:;on L<--e pick eel it tip-a dull, ·u11e,·en, 
1 ' \Vhj", )·es, to be sure,. sir,'' said t11e man. bro,vnisl1-ycllo,v coin. 

11 A re.al nico gent is the major. Makin' a ., \"" ery interesti11g, Lenna rel,'' said the de• 
big success of tl1e chicken-farm, too, I reckon. tccti,~e smoothly. 'i A S~a-nisl1 doubloon.'' 
'11his ·old place "'·as dead for years before tho '' By the Lord I!arrv t' 
major came along: Is t_herc any trouble, Lee stepped swiftly 'forward and flashed hi! 
sir?'' he added curiously. light into the interior of tho ompty ,·an. 

,,,,?e're _looking for an escaped con,rict,'' ''Look at t.hesc marks,'' lie said. ''1-Iea,rv 
replied Leo trtttlifully. '' D_o you happen to objects ha,·e been dragged in ancl ot1t of thfs 
kno,v ho\V manl" thore are 1n Major Dayle's \"an, Lennard. 'I~ho trcast1re-chests, cl1? 
l101.1sel1old? '' Somel10,v, I think ,ve did t!10 wiso tl1ing in 

~'\\1hy, nobody, sir,,, repliecl the labourer. coming to this place.'' 
'' ~Ia.jor Daylo li,~es alone, Jt,~e baa.rd. A Inside the old farmhoust?, nt. that ,·cry mo-
,vom.an. comes in during the day time, to look ment, a dramatic scene ,v·as being cn:actcd. 
a.f ter him. sort of. I hope no harm hn.s come Nipper and IInndf orth, standing on tl1oso 
to him, sir.,, stools ,,yitl1 tl1cir arms ot1tstrctcl1ed nbo,·e 

'' That's all right,'' said Lee. '' Tha11ks. them, "·ere in agon:y-bot.11 mental and ph,,.si-
Como on, Lennard..'' cal. Yet "·hat n·as this pai11 compared "~ith 

They left the car~ on the road, and ad- tl1nt l\~hicl1 lay in store? 
,:-anccd to,vards t.he farn1house. It ,ya., n grim looking scene. 
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"fl1c s111clly oil la111 p cast \Ycird sltado,,·s, 
a11d rou11tl the t,~o boj•s stood tho enraged 
crooks. Of tl1c thr~o men there. or1ly Profes­
sof Zi11gra,·o rcmai11cd out,vardly calm, but 
his calmnc~s ,vn.s a thousand times moro 
111c11aci11g tl1an tho f ttry of his companions. 

'' Just a n1i1111tc, 111)r frie11ds-jt1st a 111i1t­

ute ! '' said· P.rofessor Zingra Ye coollj". '' Tl1c. 
ad,·antago· is '""ith ·t1s ! ~Iovc 0110 ~t.0,p for,Ynrd, 
.and tl1csc t,,··o bo:rs ,Yill droll cl~a~l ! '' 

CHAPTER 13. 
Zing rave Takes a Trick! 

t, No,v, n1y yo11ng friends, I am sure that 
:yott ,vill bo sensible,'' 110 said, in l1is silkiest 
,·oicc .. ''Yott, iny good Nipper, h.a,,.e had somo 
experience of 111y \l·ays. This other boy is 
pJt1cky-bL1t foolisl1ly obsti11ate. I n.n1 giving Arr11 R.A..\C~TED lJy tl1c ,·oice~, Ius1lcctor 
~·ot1 a cl1ancc to saYc J·ottrscl,·cs fro111 11eedless ,Jan1eson a11tl tho consta,bles l1atl c.01110 
a.go11y. '' runni11g rottnd. Tl1cy ,,·ero 110,v i11 

'' ,,, C ,,011't SIJC~ k:-,vc \\·on't sa.y anytl1ing, ,. ft1ll sight, too. But nt a ,rord fl"Olll 
1)a11tccl Hanllfortl1 tlefin.11tljr. LC'o thc:y held tlieir ground. 

He gla11ccd .at Ni1>pcr as l1c spoke. Nip 4 It ,vas .a. tira111atic situation. 
}Jer's face ,vas set. He rcalisc(l-bctter tl1a.11 In tl1e porcl1 stoocl tl10 fou1.· tlcs1lcratc 
Ha11clfortl1-tho apalling 11a.turo of their pr·c- crooks-bttt ,,~ith tl1cn1 ,vPrt~ Xi1)pcr a.11tl 
<lioan1cnt. Bt1t both tho bo:ys steeled the1n- Ha11dfortl1. Outside stoo(.1 Nclsor1 Lee, Chief 
scl\·es for tl1e ordeal. Tl1cy l1ac1 removed tho Inspector Le1111arcl,; a.11d the Jlolicc officer~. 
Edgc1norc treasure they l1ad IJl.accd it ",.l1ero .. .\11d J~cc, dt1n1bfol111dcd by tl1c sight of Nipper 
it ,vas not likely to be fott11d. "".\11d they ··each a11d Ha11dfortl1, knc,v tl1at Zi11gra vc l1cl'-l tl10 
~,,,.ore that they ,~ould keep the secret. trt1mp car·d. · ~-

,, Now 1'' said tile yrofcssor. '' \Ve aro qttito '' Not so fast, 111y good fric11(ls-11ot €v 
rcad~r, I tl1ink. \Vil yot1 tell tts ,,·hat ~1ou did fast l '' said the professor caln11:y. '' I an1 rcacly 
,vith tl10 co11tc11ts of tl1oso cl1csts-or shall we to admit· tl1at ,,·e are in a desperate pligl1t. I 
-er-remov·o thcso st.ools ?' 1 say 'desperate' deliberatel:y, so tl1at l1 011 ,,·ill 

'' Go al1ead-kick them a,vay ! '' gasped understand that ,Ye aro i11 no 11100d for 
l-I:andfortl1 pluckily. ''-We don't care I \Vo're trifling.'' 
not going to tell :yott ,vhat ·,ve did with tho '' Guv'nor ! '' sl1outcd NipJlcr, u11d l1is , .. oico 
treas tire ! It belongs to Skeets and l1is father ! wa!i hoarse. '' Don't tal{o au)· 11oticc ! Co1no 
You rottcrs-J·ot1 thie,·es! V.10 dished y·ott, and 011 a·nd get tl1eso crooks!·'' 
,vc're not going to--'' Even as 110 spoke lie felt tllo lJa rrcl of it 

.. I ca11't sta11d tl1is a 11y loiigcr ! " 511ar1ed rcvol,,,cr thrust into .. l1is side. J:Ia11dfortl1 felt 
'l,od l\·Iillar. '' ..:\,,·a:y ,Yitl1 tl1c ~tools! 'fl1ey'll the same. · · • · 
speak thcii. '' - '' ~i\t this mon1cnt, gt111s nrc lltcssecl to t!1t~ 

'' Yes, I tliirik tliev ,\·ill,'' agi·eed Zingra, .. e. sides of these bo:y·s, '' said Zi11graYc. '' If .a,11y 
'~You take 011c., Millar-a.nd you the otlier, one of yott moves a ste11, ,,·c sJ1c1ll fire .. Tl1ese 
Ridley.'' . . boys will clie. So I ad\·ise -:roti to be carcfttl. ,, 

Nipper and Haudf ort.11 closed tl1eir cJ·cs; Nel5011 Lee looked rowicl. 
t.l1ey steeled tl1en1selvcs for t11o llrcadf ul ·''Hold still-all of ·vou) '' 110• ~aitl. '' Zi11-
ordcal-- grave· n1eans it.'' · . 

The door bur t O e d I H Although Nelson Leo sl10,,·cd 110 sil!'11, 110 
in, his e)·cs wild, 11& f~c:n paJ;,an css came ,vaa horrified. These' criminals. filled with tho 

•' 1'110 police!:-, Jie gasped. '' Tlicy ·a.re lust of gold, ,vould carry ot1t tl1oir tJ1reat. . 
Jierc 1 '' '' What do l·ou · propose, Zi11gra,··c 1 '' nsk<'tl 

Zingr.a.,·c~. a.11cl tlic others swttu'g round. Tod Lee. '' Do yot1 require ~10ot1r liberty n s tl10 
l\lilla.r a11c.l R.idlev, aghast, felt f or_'their '{t1ns. price of these boys' lives?'' . 

'' H I ·" Il <l u df h ·111 ,. I J '' Not at all,', said th. e professor. '' TJ1n1•c :~ urra 1 ~ )·c c .a.~au ort ,v1 (1 J'. e 11 ~ & 

-liclp !'' something of much greater in1portance. It 111ay 

Zi11grave smilccl ge11tI~·- interest_ 1Tou to ·know. that tl1ese ~·ot111gsters 
'' rrhis is good ! '' lie said. have robbed tts of the Edg.en1oro treasttre. '' 
''Good?,, sl1rickcd Tod. '' Yott l1card ,vl1at •• That's a lie!'' sl1outed Ler111ard. '' ,,r o 

IIcss said? Yott heard--'' traced ~J·ot1 be~e., Zi11gr~,·c.-,,,.e f ot111d an oltl 
'"Keep ~-our l1cad, fool!'' snapped Zingravc. Spa11ish coin ilear·Dayle's car.'' 

'' \Ve ca11 nov~" play .a tru111p card. ·Cut thcso Zingrave sighed. .. 
boj"s clo,v11. '' ., I ,~tonde·r ,,,.hy people ,,·ill be so careless?:, 

'' What !'' gaspetl Tod. '' Bt1t-bttt--'' )10 said. '' :But one Spa11ish coi11, my frie11(l. 
'' Ct1t tl1em do,,?11, do as I say,'' ordered does 11ot make a fortune. . When ,ve openecl 

P_rofcssor Zi11gr.a,~o. ,~ Hu1·ry ! '' the treasure chests, ",.c disco,·ered 110 treast1rc 
'l'hcre ,,·as such ntttl1ority in his ,lo ice tl1at iu t~cm---but these e11terprising boJ·s. Bcf ore 

c,·cn 'l"od Mill.ar .did not ·hesitate no,v. In leaving Moa.t·Holto,v, tl1cy l1ad rc111ovcd tl1c 
a n1omcnt1 N ippcr ancl Handf orth, bc,,lild• ·gold.'' 
cred hI._ this 110w n10\,.C, ,vero released. Then, '' Is tl1at trtte, Nipper?'' askccl Lf'c•. 
11n~er Zingra·ve's orders, they ,,~_ere seiz~d and '' Yes; ··gtiv'nor, ''·· replied Nipper, cxt1lta.11tly. 
,\yl11r_led to tho fro11t door of the _farmhot1s~. '' \Ve dished '·e(11· ! " 10· l1id tl1n.t gold-ancl tl1c~l 

._,v 1tl1 a crasl1 tl1e door ,vas flung ope11, and ,vero goi1~·g ,to tortttr~ l1S to n1ako 11S speak.,. 
a,J tha.t n1on1c11t t.ho concentrate-d-·; beams· of ' Bttt ,ve -,vottldn't l1a ,-c said a ,vorc.l, si1·, ''· 
8C\Tcral electric to.relics fla.slictl :i11to the dark· added IIandfortl1. 
flOrch. . ,. Tl1ey ,vill speak· 110,v ~ '' saicl ZingraYC, l1is 

'' Ha_11<ls 1111, all of ~·ot1 ! ~, ca111c ll1c clear• voice becon1i11g sharp. 
cttt ~:01cc of Xclso11 Lee.. '' Nc,~cr ! 1' l'onrccl Hn11dfort-l1. 

f 



30 ~• THE FIGHTING MIDDY.'' A stirring tale of -t~e Navy. 

., It sl1all be left to )~ou, Lee,'' ,vent on 
tho professor. '' 'fl1ey will not obey me but 
:,.rou are their headmaste1·, are you not? Per­
}11,ps t.hey ,Yill obey )·ou. And here is the 
siti:1ntion. Unless they tell- me just ",.hat the~· 
did ,vith tl10 content~ of the chests ,vithin 0110 
1l!.i11uto, 0110 of them ,vill be sl,ot dead. 1ic­
rr..e1nber, I an1 jn earnest.,, 

'' 'l,l1cj"'re bluffir1g, gtt\"'nor,'' cried Nipper. 
'' \ ,r c · re not going to tell.'' 

'' Ridley·, talcc ot1t JYOttr "·.atcl1,'' said Zin­
g-raYc. ,~ \\'"'lien a. ft1ll n1int1te has pa~sed, tell 
l llC. '' '·. 

Otttsi(le, Lennard nudged the dotccti,yc. 
'' 1,l1inl~ tl1e_y 111ca11 it?'' l1e ,Yhispcred. 
'' I clo 11ot t.hink-1 kno,v. '' replied Lt'e. 

'' ':rt1csc rr1cn ,vi 11 do at1}1 thing to get t l1c 
go 1 cl. Bo)·s, yott l1acl . hotter s1)ea k, '' ho 
a rldecl I oud lj~. " Speak at once.'' 

'' Ilut, gLtv'nor--'' _ 
'' Tell J'Ottr captors ,vl1.at l-,.Ott did ,vitl1 tl1c 

Edgen1ore treasttre," comn1ur1ded Lee. 
'' But that's dotty, sir,,, gasped Hanclfort.li. 

''\\te'vc held ot1t all tl1i.~ time--" 
'' And thero 1s no reason ,Yhv ,·ott should 

hold out any lo11ge1·,'' ir1terrt1pt.ed .. Lee, pal,_~ 
,~·itl1 ang11ish. '' In telling them, Handfortl1. 
~rou nro tclli11g n1c. And I desire to kno,\· 
tl1e l1idi11g-place of the ti .. east1rc· just as n1ttcl1 
a~ tl1ey. '' 

'
1 By George, that's true!,, sai<l H.andfortl1 

~xcitedly. '' Don't ~·ot1 see, Nipper, old man? 
I~- clocs11' t n1alce a11 v cliff ercnce no,v. These .. 

/ 

rottcrs ,Yill b~ collared, a11d e\'CXJ'tl1ing ,,:ill 
bo all serene.'' · -· 

,. The r11int1te is t1p, '' said Ridley, ,his ,·oico 
shrill ,vith the ~train. -. 

' 'Boys! rl,cll the trt1tl1~ ,:- cried Lee ttt gently.-, 
Ile ,Y.as feurful for their safet,·. 'l'l1eir · 

li \~es l1t111g ,almost bJ· a tl1rcad. .. _ 
'' All rigl1t-,vc'll tell,'' said Nipper. '' \'?" :: 

took the golcl ot1t of t}1e cl tests, · an<l ,Ye-· 
<lroppe<l it (lo,vn tile coal-cl1l1te into t.110 
cellar.'' 

,, u ,.. 1 .r,,• I . 1 . . ::,o .·· 11111ttcrct ;,.,111gra,·e. ,1s c~·es g o,, .. 1ng. 
'' I 1nigl1t l1n Ye guc~secl ! 1·110 con l-cl1t1te ,-ra~ 
just at tho lJaC'l{ of tl1e Yan. ch? Yes, ~·cs! 
So tl1at i..: llov,7 ,.<)ll clicl it.'' 

'' " l . . h ... ' ' l ,T• .t-\.nl 1t s t ere 110,,·, 1 gro\Y1eo .~1pper. 
'' But ~-ou ncccln't tl1iuk ti1at. :ro11' 11 get it--'' 

''Sile11c(\ !" co1n111anclccl Zingrn,·e. ''No,v, 
l\Ir. Nelso11 Lee. I fartc\· I l1a\·c tl1e tll)pcr 
l1ar1cl. '\·r)tl ,Yill c<Ja1c- ·for\rarcl :,)011e-Lut 
first. of nll J·ott ,vill tl1ro,y 011 tl1e grot1nd i11 
front of you~ an)· ,,·capon ~·ot1 pO$Scss. ,, 

---
CHAPTER 14. 

Turning the Tables! 

N [l>rER ,,-as furiou8. 
'·Do11't (lo it. gt1v·1Jor :'' 110 

sl1outed. '' Y otl trickY clcYii ~" 110 
ia<lclcd, gl.ari11g at Zi11gr·ave. '' ,,.,.c .. \·e 

gi,·e11 :yo11 tl1e inforn1ntio11 )·011 ,rarltec.l--~' 
'' Bt1t the acl,-nntagc still lies ,vitl1 111c, '' 

interrttptecl Zingrn,·c amiablj:-. '' Lee, see 

( E. Tf oolston., 2, l{eftering Roa(/, Roth• 
u·ell, has been a·tcarded a. pocket 'll'allet.} 

NO MIKING FOR MIKE ! 
Pat : '' Go easy, there ! We've another 

seven miles to walk yet.'' 

Jokes from readers wanted ror this feature I U you 

Mike : '' Sure, that's w~y I'm hurrJ• 
ing. I want to get there before I'm 
tlrecl out!' 

(D. Pnif}e. Tl,e Reeds, Tilfot"tl~ 
Su·rrey, h•s been atttflrded a pocl,et 
1callet.) 

know a good rib-tickler, send It along now. A hand• 
some watch will be awarded each week to the sender or 
the best Joke ; ,ockei wallets and penknives are 
also offered as prizes. Address your Jokes to ''Smllers, ,, 
Nelson Lee Library, 5, C&rmell&e Street, London, E.C.4. 

WHERE, OH WHERE f 
Enthusia,st.ic Hot1So Agent : '' This i~ 

a house witl1out a fla.w.' 1 

ENTERT AINMBlfT TAX. 
'' Plea.se I 1r,ant a tooth palled, oNt,'' •aid 

flae s·,nall boy tf'ho Juul entered the dentut'•, 
follo1f!!ed bfl a number of ofhe.i- t,Ot111gste,•s. 

'' Alld what do th.e•e other bOII• 1eant ? '' 
etu1uired Ure dentist. 

'' Oh,the11'rem11pal•. Tlieg'repaf#Nlgme 
a penng each to ace I/ I 11eU tt'lieta the tooth 
come• out.'' 

(J. Cox, Oakwood, 104, Wakegreen Road, 
Moseley, Blrmlagham, bu been awarded a 
handsome watch.) 

HIS GOOD DEED. 
Scoutmaster: '' ,,'hat good deed have you 

done to-day ! '' 
Scout: '' Please, eir, mother had only one 

dose of castor oil left•, so I lot my little sister 
l1ave it,.'' 1 

C11stomer : '' B)' gosh, l\·11a.t clo yo11 walk on? ,, 
(0. Sm.ith., BoJ.~ 21, Gantnal-n, ~111stralia, Ila, 

been, awarded· a useful pri.?e.) 

SEZ YOU, 
Father : ' 1 Now, TommJ, -don•t let me bear 

rou say, • Oh yeah ' again or 1•u stop you from 
going to tbe cinema.•• 

Tommy : '' Okay, chief ! '' 
(A. CarltDright, Alder Hey llospll,,I, 

Llverpeol, hall been aimrded n penhNi/e.) 

WITHOUT NOTICE. 
Tactftu l\laid: ~• Please, m11m, cook's left very 

sudden.'' 
)Iist-resa: '' 011, deer! We)l, can )'Ott manag6 

for lunch with the new gas sto\"8 ? ,, 
~laid: '' Please, mtim, that-'a gone with 

cook. and half the kitchen wall ! ~: 
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tliat your men keep their places. Need I 
again warn you that if one man makes o. 
false move, these boys will die? 'r 

The professor was tq!ling· full advantage of 
thA unique situation. The boys, after thwart­
ing him in tho first place, were now proving 
his saviour. By threatening death to the 
boys and there was no pretence about that 
threat-Zingrave rendered Nelson Lee and tl1e 
polico officers helpless. 

., Come along, Lee,'' invited ~ingrave 
gently. ''Your gun first. Throw it down, 
please. After that you will advance.'' He 
turned to Hess and Tod, who were holding 
the prisoners. '' Shoot, and shoot to kill, if 
there is the slight.est sign of treachery,'' he 
ordered. '' And you boys had better remain 
q11ite still, for any sudden jerk might ha,·e 
disastrous consequences. Revolver triggers 
arc apt to be precarious.'' 

Chief Inspector Lennard clutched at Lee's 
arm as the latter ,vas about to move for­
ward. 

'' We can't ,Jo this, Lee ! '' he muttered. 
'' Hang it, tl1ere must .. ·be another way--'' 

'' There is no other way,'' interrupted Lee 
fiercely. '' We've got to do it, Lennard! For 
Heaven's sake, disn1iss any other idea. I 
tell you, the li,·es of these boys depend upon 
011r obeying orders. For thei1· sake wo mttst 
gi,9 e in.'' 

'' I suppose you' re right,'' said Lenn.a.rd 
grt1ffly. . 

Jameson and the constables were standing 
like statt1es. Tl1ey "rere unarmed, and they 

,vcre in no way incli11cd to precipitate a gun 
figl1t. 

•• I kno,v when I am beaten, Zingrave," 
said Lee, Hinging down his al1tomatic. 
"You can take my word that we will not 
give you any trot1ble. But if you harm theso 
boys '' 

'' We shall not ha.rm them,'' said Zingrave. 
'' We require nothing but strict obedienco 
from yott, and the men with you.'' 

Nipper and Handforth groaned as Ne1s011 
Lee, striding for,vard, wa.s seized. Lee knew 
better than to off er rcsista11cc. Quickly he 
was bound hand and foot, and thrust indoors. 
Then Lennard w.a.s ordered to fling his own 
weapon a,vay, and to come forward. In just 
the same way, t10 was secured. 

'' How many more of l,,Ou arc there?'' asked 
Z1rgrave, striding out of tl1e porch. ' 1 An 
inspector and three constables, eh? Is that 
all ? '' 

'' That's all,'' said ,Jameson hoarsely. 
~. Are l'OU armed?'' 
'' No.'' . 
Zingravc made sure. He ,,,ent out, a.nd ho 

quickly passP-d his hands over the ttniforms 
of ~he officers. He was satisfied. 

'' Good I'' he said, \\'ith the utmost calm• 
r..ess. 1

' Yott will all please enter the house. 
And do not forgot tl1at it. ,viii go hard with 
yot1-to say notl1ing of the bo.ys-if l~ou sho,v 
fight.'~ 

Nelson Lee and Inspector Lennard, botl1 
tightly bound, ,vere flung on to .q,he floor in 

•······················~··················• 
(D. Lau,son, 167, Balsall Heath Road, Bi,·ming. 

ham, has been au'arded, a pocket wallet.) 

AN ALSO RAN. 
Jockey (to angry trainer) : '' I wasn't the last 

in the race. There were two others behind me.'' 
Trainer : '' Yes, they were the two leading 

horses In the next race I '' 
(J. Bryant, 66, Hill Street,, lijngswood, 

B·riatol, has been au,crrded a pe,ikni/e.) 

CLEVER. 
Employer (engaging new boy): "\Voll, my 

lad, is there a.nything you can do better tha~ 
anyone else ? '' 

Boy: '' Yes, sir; read my own writing.'' 
(0. Price, High House, Horderley, Salop, liaa 

been au•arded, a penknife.) 

QUICK WORK. 
Policeman : ., Look here, miss, you were 

doing sixty miles an hour.'' 
Bright Young Lady : ·,, Oh, isn't 

that splendid ! I only learnt to 
drive yesterday.'' 

(C. Rutland, 10, Vppert11_orpe 
Road, Rilla.niarsl,, Slieflield, 
lias been 0·1ca·rfled. a penh·tt.i/e .) 

. A BAD CASE. 
· Friend : " So you· use tl1reo 

pairs of glasses, pi:-ofessor ? '' 
Professor : "-~ es, ono for long 

sight,, one for sl)<;>rt sight, an<l one 
to look for the other t,vo pairs 
when I lose them.'~ 

.. 

(/{. O'Hare, 182, Kno·wle Road, Spar/chill, 
Birm,ingham, has been a-u,arded a pocket wallet.) 

HARD LUCI(. 
Tramp (in shop) : '' Sorry, sir, bui my bread 

bas dropped In the treacle.,, 
· Shopkeeper : •• Sorry, too, sir ; that's not 
treacle-it's tar.'' 

(N. Ley, 29, Tl1e Qill, lJlve,r•l~n, Lan­
cashirie, h~ b~n .a~va~~e_cl .a penlm·l/e.) 

WHAT ·HE NEEDED. 
. Ho was trying to get tho· scared pas~enger to 

buy his ~-ncient car. ~ _ · · 
'' I'm afraid it jolts ·a· bit.,'' he said. '' I hopo 

l10lt don't mind.'' . 
" Not at all,'' repliccl the JJn.ssenger. '' I 

took some ~1eclici11e __ t.his ·morning, and forgot to 
shake tl10 bottle.'' · - · 

(.4. ...4sh.ton, 61, Inch1n.ery Road, Catford, 
London., S.E.6, has bee1i aicarded 
a pcnlcnif e.) 

HAD TO BE FOUND. 
.-Old Gent : '' What ! Road u~ 

ag~in .J :Didn~t I see you filling i1 
in only last week ? '' 

Workman : '' Yes--but we've 
~ee·ri · :1nd' fost the fore man's pie• 

.- .. - fl s b-. ~ ' · . . · 
{~. Pat,·icli, 312, Hi11a 

Edward Road, South n,,~e,li-11: 
~~civ Zealand, lias bec11 
,,iea, .. ded a 1csc/11I ,,,.;~e.) 



tl1e si i-t i11g-roon1. Inspector J ameso11 and 
rhc tl1ree constables,. oboJ·i11g orders, ,~ere 
li11ed ttp. Professor Zingra,·o &nd Ridloy 
,vc-re f roe to n10,·e abou.t, bt1t To·d !\Iillar and 
I ,·a11 1-Ies~_~till l1ad tl1eir .r~1ns tl1ru5t into the 
l)ncks of I\ JJ>per· ancl IIancltortl1. 

'' Tl1is · i5 "\-ery mttch better,'' sai(l Zingra,·e 
gentl~:- ''.Inspector, ,vill ~?Ott be good c11011gl1 
to strip?'' 

'' 1'o-to ,vltat ?'' ga.5fJe(l J a111eson, sca.ndal­
isecl. 

,.-You l1C'~rcl ,,·hnt I saitl-strip." 
'' I "'-ill not. t '' roa.rP.d tl1c- pompotts inspec­

tor.· ''Confottncl it, ,·ot1 can't J)lacc this 
indignit)· ·on inc--" 
_ ''Yott ,,·ill e1itl1cr strip, or one of tl1ese 

ooys will die, 1
' snapped ZingraYc. '' ~ecd 

I tell you a.gain tl1at I am in earn~st ? " 
-. _'' You l1ad better strip, J an1eson, '' said 

Lee, from ·tl1c floor. '' Yot1r dignit~• is not so 
valttable as the Ii,·es of thc.'se boys.'' · 

And ·reluctantl\· the ttnfortunnte inspector 
stripped; after v.·hiel1 l1e n'."a.s tigl1tl~r bound 
a11d fl1.mg to t.l1e floor# 
· Then tl1e t.l1ree constabll's, one b:y- one, n·ere 

ordered to do tl1c same. 'fheJ1' stripped, too 
-a.nd, one b:',~ one, tl1e:r were bot1n_d. Finally 
Nipper and fln.ndforth ,vere roped and ren­
der~d. helpless. 

Professor C.vrt1s· Z1ngrn,·e l1acl completely 
turned the tables. 

- . 
.. ZINGR_i\ ,~E, b~ing a ~mall man, clid not 

· · tro'l1bfe to t.akc hts own clotl1es off 
before {lonning Inspector Jameson's 

. uniform. B11t ~lillar and Hess and 
Ridley remo,·ed thejr o,vn St1its. Within five 
ininutes the.y. ,,~-ere all, in uniform-and, at 
a casital glance, it wa-s difficult to detect that 
they ,vcro not genttine policemen. 
· '' Even now· I don•t t1nderstancl wl1at your 
game is, Zingra \-e, '' said Tod breathlessly. 
· '' Yot1 · will know soon.'' rl'plie(l the pro­
f esse>r. 1

' .. \Ve h~ ,·e spent weeks in searching 
to·r· the Edgemore treas11re. \'\" e are not going 
to be ·tricked ottt of it at the last moment. 
That gold is 011rs ! After I ha,1'c completed 
a trifling t.aslc here,. we a.re all going back to 
Motit Hollo\~.'' 

'' It is n1adness,'' said Ivan Hess, 
frightened. . 

''We shall st1cceed,'' said Zingra,~e qt1ietlj·. 
'' Lea,·e tl1is to me, my fr~ends.'' 

'' 1,11crc is only 011c otl1er little tl1i11g to be 
done 11ow.'' . 

A chango had con10 ir1to l1i.3 voice. I ts 
silkiness llad gone, and- it cor1taincd a tiger-­
ish note. Y ct 110 \Yas still calm and gent.Io as 
h,) pinned up that note in a pron1inent place 
j llSt insido the hall door. 

Dra\\ring l1is auton1atic, 110 crossed over to 
th3 spot ,vl1cro Nelson Lee, ltolpless, \\1'a.s 
ll~ing on· tl10 £loo,;. ·The liglit from tl10 oil 
latnp \Yas not goocli but it ,vas sufficient. 

'' H I . ave no fear, co; a1n not ·go1ng to 
indulge i11 l1eroics li.ke a stage villain," saicl 
Zingra,?e n1ocliingly. '' I \Yill m~rol.Y bic.l sou 
good-bl·e. ,, 

"I f anc)· ;t ,vill only be au. re·i·oir," saicl 
Lee. 

''No!'' snarled Zingravc, sud(lcniy beco111-
ing liJ,e a ,vild ~nimal. '' It is goocl-b)·e ! 
Do j•ou hear, :yot1 dog? For ~·ou it is good-
bye!'' . 

He sna.J)pcd back tl1e ~afcty-catcl1 of tl1c 
automatic, a11,] tl1r1ist tl1e ,veapon do,,·n­
,vards. Next moment Tod ~1illar lea.pt 
forward. Ile kicked tl1e ,,-eazlon out of Zin­
gra,,e's l1and. It l1ttrtled across tl1e . roon1, 
and_ crasl1ed through tl1c glass front or an 
old-£ ashioned cabinet. 

''Yott fool ! '' pantccl Tod harshly. 
'' Yott dare to i11terfero? '' sna1·led Zin­

gra,·e, turning upon· Tocl.' ' 1 Thrs man h-as 
hindered me for ;ycar.s-and to-night I. 1neat1 
1:0 settle ,vith him! It ,vas lie who spoilt ottr 
gamo at 1rloat liollo\v; it ,,·as he .,,~110 ruined 
that elaborate plar1 of mine rcgarcling Crag 
House ! If he lives, he ,,,ill--'' 
.. '' I'~ not sta.ncling bj? and seeiI_!g vol1 sl1oot 
h1rn 1n coltl blood," snapped Tod llillar. 
'' Get that-and get jt good !'J 

Z1ngra\"o was sur1lrised at Tocl l\lillar· s 
forcef uln~ss; lie l1ad ne\·er seen the man· so 
determined. I ,·an lless and Ridley were 
locking dangerous, too. 

_''Let's go!'' panted Ridley. '' lt'.s madncs~ 
to s ta'\. here.'' . 

". '' It 1.s ,Yorse 1nadness to a.Ilo\V Nelson Lea 
to lil·c, '' retorted Zingra,·c. 
- Ancl nc,·cr l1acl 110 spol~en trL1cr ,vords. 

CHAPTER 15. 

Rescue-By Tele.phone! 
He ·went o\·er to a table, and began ,-..·rit­

ing rapidly. ~"hen he .had finished, he -passed p ROFESSOR ZING RAVE ,,,as almo3t 
tlic paper to Tod !tlillar; and again Tod · l1ustlcd <?ttt of t.hc h?t1se; there w:ere 
,,-ns in11Jre&sccl by the _professor's t.l1orough- three griml;r determined men aga1n·st 

l1im, and he had sufficient sense to see 
nei:· was a short note to Major D~yle, in- that if ho _persisted in his plan therC would 
structing l1im to keep the prisoners bound as l1e a clefiriite brea~. And "'·hen it came to 
t.110,y l\"rrc for a fttll twel,·c l1ours; than he brttte st~·engtb, Z1ngra,·e \~as at a disad• 
,vas to lock tl1em up, af te_r gagging tl1em, nnd .. ~anta_g:. . . 
1ncct l1is friends at '' the ol_d ··place.'' . '' Tl11s · 1s. no time for tts to quarrel,'' mt1t-

,, He will know what tliat mearis, '' w11is- ter.ed. 'f.o~,. a~ theJ" all \\'Pent out. :' i\Te'ra 
pcred _Zingra,·c. ''·He · will' ··.be llack almQst going • ~ac~ .to'. ~o~t . ~ollo~, ar:n t "~e? 
a.nv m 1n 11te no,Y '' · · · · · · -· --· · · · Gcsl1, 1 t ll b.e a tricky tl11ng, Z1n~a ~ e ! Tl11nk 

l, But ,ve·r~ n~t going to ,vart for· him?'' it's ,, .. ~rtl1 it ?f' · _ , · -
nslrrcl 1"od quickly. · · · '"Listen, · my fricrids, ,, s·aid Zingra,·e. 

,,·N~.; tl1cre· is no_ ~e~,d-nnq cert-&:inly~ wo ''.""hat is our position ·now?·. We are .fu!P-
c:111110[ aff or(l tt1 ,,:-a 1t, replied Z1ngra,e. t·ive.;-,,·e are l1tlntecl. And we are pract10~ 
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ally at tho end of our resources. To l1iue 
suecessfulJy from tl1e police, one 11eeds mo11ey. 
Either we bolt for freedom ~traigl1t away, or 
,,~e take a glorious ohanc.e a11d return to 
i\iloat Hollo,v. If we succeed, we get a,va.y 
\vitl1 the Edgemore gold. That means a 
[ or tune for each of us.'' 

'' Come on-we'll try itJ ,, said Ridley des­
perately. 

''Yes, yes-it's worth the risk,'' ngreed Tori 
Millar. '' Look ! That's Lee's o,vn c~1-r I 1\ll 
t110 police kno,v it. It's fast, too 1° 

'' But it ,von "t hold all that golf],'' saiJ 
Ri,Jley. 

., Perhaps, n1y friends, it will be better for 
llS to abando11 tl1e golll, '' said Zi11grave 
qtlietly. 

'' \Vl1at l '' 
'' Gold is diffict1lt to dispose of tl1ese days,,, 

cont,inued the ~rof essor. •• Ft1rthern1orc, ,ve 
ca.11not 'lery ,veil carry it a,vay. We will t.ako 
a few l>ags, perhaps-but not tl10 e11tire trea­
sure. It is the je,vels ,~ .. o ,va.nt. 'fhey are 
the n1ost valuable. Con10 ! Let us see.'' 

'l'l1ey _leapt into Nelson Lee's car, and. witl1 
Tod ~I1llar at the wl1ecl, they dro,To off. 

\Vithi11 t.110. f arn1l1ot1se, tl1e l1e1plesa p11isoners 
~vcre all _t.alk1ng a.t once. Jan1es9n ~vas ,;pJ11t-­
ter1ng ,~w11t.h fury. and outraged d1gn1ty; Chief 
Inspect-or Lcr111ard was railing .at Zingravo's 
~lc\·ernc:s; Nip1)c.r a11J Ilandf orth ,vcre 

.... _..;~ 

n,,. .... ) 

----~---~ 
• 

---

Witb poliee surrounding 
the house, Zingrave 
made bis last desperate 
stand for freedom-and 
the siege or Moat Hollow 

began. 

blan1i11g tl1en1sel\·es for e,~orytl1i11g tl1at l1ad 
happe11ed. 011ly Nelson Lee t-o<>k a oa,ln1 ,;ie\\T. 

"'l"hese yo11ngsters are always JJt1tti11g 
tl1eir noses \Vhere tl1ey're not wanted,'' Jame­
son v."as sa)"'ing. '' Interfering young scamps­
t.ha.t's ,vhat tl1ey are 1 If they l1adn't been 
l1ere--'' 

'' Don't waste your breath witl1 that sort c-f 
talk. J.a.meson,'' said Lee suddenly. 

., Bl1t he's right, gt1v'nor, '' groaned Nipper, 
'' It is all our fault.,, 

'' Ancf ,ve thought we were being clever, too, 
sir,'' said 1-Iandforth dismally. 

'' You t,vo bo:;·s may have di5obc~·cd my 
orclers, bttt lTOu ha,Te everl reason to co11-
gra,tt1lat.e )TOtlrselves, ,, said eo, to their 5t1r-
prise-.and relief. ''Tho ,vay ir1 whicll yot1 
trans!erre<l tl1e treasure £rom the va11 to the 
coal cellar was plucky.'' 

•• It "'·asn't smart for us to be trapped at 
t~e _I.a.st mint1te, gt1v'nor, '' said Nip11c1• i11 
d1~guij;. 

'' Your activity ha.s rn.ade all the differc11cc, ~ .. 
contint1ed · Nelson Lee. '' If the gang hafl 
got a.,vay ,vitl1 the t.reasure, tl1cro '\\l"oul<l havo 
been a diff cre11t story. Zingrave o.nd hi~ 
associ..1,tcs may ha.,~c elttdcd us con1plctcly. ",\s 
it is, ,ve l1a.vo l1ope. '' . 

., H8pe? ,, gr11r1ted lhc Cl1ie£ Inspector. 
'' Wl1ere do you get tl1at from? Wl1at ,lo yo1t 
Sl1ppose wo can do? You l{no,v, <lon't ~-0,1 .. 
that tho beggars aro going lJacl;: to ).fc:1t. 
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llollo\v? And it's an)· o(lds tl1at they'll sue. 
eeed, too. In t-ho darkness tl1c:;·'ll be 1nistakc11 
f O{' re:~l polico officers.'' 

'' Tl1at-tl1nt rogue, Zingrave, is in1person• 
atir1g inc ! '' said Jameson, almost cl1oking. 

'• 1\1 / cl c,"1 r m n n, it' s no go ocl r a i ling at 
tnisf ortunc," ~a.id Lee. '' \\1 c arc in thi_q 
J)tC!':etit pQsition because ,vo sa vcd t-l1e li ,·cs 
or tl1ese bo)·s. Let's &ij' 110 111ore about it. 
'Thu boj·s have done 1norc- to frt1stratc,_ the 
rascals t.l1an nnj,~ of us." 

1-: \·er siuco the cloor of the hottse lia<l c·lo~ecl, 
Nclso11 Leo had been struggling ,,=-itl1 }1i:, 
bo11ds, and at first lie had l1opC'cl thn t he 
,,-ottlci st,cceecl in getting f rec. Bttt tl1e crooks 
l1ad used thi11 cord, and the n1ore Nelson Leo 
pulled, tl1c tighter it became. 

,~It's 110 good, old man," said l~cnnar<l, 
frorr1 nriotl1cr rart of the floor. '' l'vo tried 
tl1nt, too. But they mado a sound job of 
it. \\"o can't do a thing." 

Nclso11 Lee lay qttiet,. recovering l1is l>rcJatl1. 
It ,vas dark in t-he rool11, for tl1u crooks had 
taken tl1e lamp ,vit.11 then1. I?rom ,vhere Lee 
lay. he could scu across to the \\'indow, and 
certai11 objects uf f urnituro "·ere mistilJ· out• 
lined. He could sec tl1c ,,·indo,,,. table clca.rly, 
,,,.ith tl vase star1ding 11pon it; he cottlcl seo 
nraother table, at tho side, n11d tl1c vag_,10 ~il-­
houctto of \\:"hat sccn1ed ar1other vaso. Ratltcr 
a. peculiar looki11g ,·ase, \\'ith nn odcllj·· 
::,h.apcd piece 

·Ancl tl1en, suddenl~t, Lee recogni~rcl it for 
'" hat it actt1a.l ly \\1a.:;. 

A tclcpllono instrutnen t ! 
U nt.il tl1a t 1nome11t Lee l-1all rtot kno\\"tl fl1a t 

tht, tolcphor1e ,~~as instnllc(l iu this farmhouse. 
Bttt no,-..·, in a flush, 110 realised tl10 l)Ossi­
bil itics. 

It ha . .s been frcquentl)T saicl tlH1t criminals 
no ma.ttcr 110,v clever. make ono sli11 son1e-
1vhero or other. And 1:1rofcssor Zingra \·c l1ad 
cer~ti11ly made n. slip hero. It. ,,·ould have 
been e.as~y enough t.o disconnect tl1e ,,;-ire cf 
t.l1at 'pt1one, but lie hud not ove11 giYc11 the 
mat.ter a thougl1t .. 

At that 111otnent, N ippcr ,va.s atlc111pling 
to struggle f rco t•f his boncls. He ,ira~ 11earL':,t 
tho titb1c on ,vh ich reposed tl1e tc lcpl1'l11e, nnd 
in his desperate efforts his legs kicl~c-cl the 
piece of f urnitt1re \vith violent force. 

Tl1e table mt1st 110,·e been ricl~el,y 011 its 
leg&, for it rocked uncortainl,y and tl1cu 
overturned. The tclopl1ono \ras flung- to tllc 
floor. 

E\·cr~·body i11 the room except I .. ce ,-ras ::ur• 
nrised b)· the unexpected noise. Leo l1in1sclf 
had watched t.l1e ,vholo incidont ,•.itl1 dr,1,,·1i.• 
in breath; nnd nov.- l1opc gle~1,med in lais 
oyes. ·For tl1e tolc1)bone, in falli11g to tlLe 
floor, hnd llecome "alive." The receivor -i1ad 
jerked frorn its hook, and hath receiver and 
trall6mitter ,rere l,ying not n foot fron1 Nip• 
per's head. 

'' Good for :yo,,, NiJ)per ! " said Nelson Lee 
to C\\·er}·lJod~~•s amazement ' 

c, \'\_'hat do l .. OU nican, g·u \P'nor? '' asked t.110 
b . '' I o.r 1n surprise. can~ get tl1ese \Yr~lched 
rope~ undone--•• 

'" ~o-but you've dono tlie next best tl1ing 
•·--{JL! 1ct, nll of yot1 !'' said Leo tensely. 

And irl tl1c suciden sile11ce a t11i11, rnetallic 
,·oiec sot1ndc<l : 

'' N un1ber ple.ase?" 
Agai11 a <.lramatic silencP. Tl1e11 Nit)f>L•r 

gn \-e a \Y l1ooi• of (\Xcitcmet1t. 
"Grc-nt Scott..! Tl1e telepl-1onc ! c: u,l'nor---·" 
"~sk to be pttt tl1r0t1gl1 to tl10 ~1111ningto11 

Police Stat.io1-., N i1>1>er," ir1terruptc(l N cl~olt 
Lee S\Yiftl)·. 11 \\rhen tl1ey 8113\Yer, tell ther?l 
to lin.ng 011. 1• 11 be across i11 n fc,v seconds.·, 

,,.hi1c t}1e detect?\re '\\"figg·i(~d l1is ,vn~l 
across tl1c roo11l. N ipfJC'r lny flat on the flooi· 
so tl1a t 11 L, 111rn1 t 11 '\\'as· ,,. i t.11 i11 a f e,v i11c l1,~s 
of the te lepl1on-~. 

COMING NEXT WEDNESDAY I 

~. Ilul lo ! (;(~t n1c Ila 11ni11gt 011 I>ol i'-'O 
Station," l1c tolcl tl1e O}Jcrator. ··It· s Ycrv 
t1rg~n t." " 

..,,_.\ short JJause, tluring ,\·liich I ... ee, ,ratcl1e(l 
Lr~athle~sl)~ l;_y tl1e otl1ers, ,vrigglcd acro~s 
t111til J1e J1n(l rcacl1cd NiJ)perts side. 

Again canie a r11etallic ,roicc from tl1e 
telepl1011e recoi,·ci~. 

"Hallo! 'l'l,is is Bannington l1olice--'' 
11 ls tllat y·ot1, Sergeant \\rilliams ?'' en llecl 

tl1e dotecti\·c into tho moutl11)iece. .. Ne1sort 
Lee speaking-ar,cl listen careft1llv to ,,,hat 
I am sasying." .. 

.. Oh, l1allo. i\It11
• L(~C' ! ,,. c',·c ha<l no ne,~·s 

l·et," said Setgen11t ,,10 illianjs. ''Tl1ose 
crooks seen1 to l1a,·e got well it,va)r----•· 

•·s~rgennt, do ·yott kno,,~ DnYle's cl1iel-~c11 
farm t·•· .. .. 
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'' Wliy, yes, sir,'' said tl1e sergeant, Sttr­
prised by tho qt1estio11. "I kno,v \vhere it 
is, if that's ,vhat you mean.'' 

uTl1at is what I do mean,'' said Lee. 
•• Send a fast car out here as quickly as you 
can, with two or three officers. \\7 0 l1a,.,.e 
had a slight-1nisadvcnturc. Severarl of us 
aro bound and helpless. See_ to it that at 
least four. heavy overcoats are brougl1t along 
,vith the men:' 

,. Tell him to bring my spare 11niform,,. 
sl1outed Jameson. .. There's a ne,v one he'll 
find it 1n the store-ctt pboard. 'J~here are 
otl1c1· t\niforms there, too, Mr. Lee." 

. 

' ' THE MYSTERY NEW BOY ! '' 
By E_. S. BROOKS.. · -' . . . 

Meet Tony Cresswell-a newcomer to the 
Remove~ And r or a new boy, Tony Is some-
thing ol a sensation I . 

He makes a spectacular arrival . at St. 
Frank's by aeroplane and parachute. He 
creates·,· sensation after · sens·atlon. A 
lik~ble boy, too, _but-- Well, yes, there 
Is something· strange about Tony. His 
retl~enee regarding h'5 lather, for instance. 

Int_roduee yourselves to Tony, the new 
boy with. a secret, in next week's excellent 
Jong eomplete school story of tile Chums of 
St. Frank's. _, 

''TBE CITY· OF GOLDI'' 
There's never a dull moment of reading 

in Herbert For~'s thrilling adventure story. 
Next week's chapters are as exciting as ever. 

_. BANDFORTB'S WEEKLY!'' 

•• SMILERS I" 
More prizes __ awarded next week In this 

,opular . feature perhaps YOU are one .at 
~lie winners. 

. 
ORDER IN ADVANCE I 

I"cc gave the instructions to tl10 astotl11ded 
sergeant. 

"Get in touch, if yot1 can, ,vitl1 Insr,ector 
Le.nnard's men,'' conti11ued Lee. .. 1 here's 
a, Squad car ot1tside the police st.a.tio11 no,v? 
Good 1 Send it straigl1t to ~ioat 1-Iollo\v, 
\Vi tl1 as many n1or-? men as possi bl_e." 

.. s\nd, briefly, Lee explai11ed that the 
crooks, disguised as police _ officers, had 
stolen his car, .and ,,lere ret11ming to_ 3-ioat 
!lollo,v in ~n. attempt to ... grab the Edgemore 
t-rea.st1re. Sergeant . ,villiams scarc_ely · kn_e,v 
\~heiher he ,vas on his head or .his -J1eels-b1it 
!1e took ft1ll ~etails, a11d lie pro~i~~d tl1at. I1e 
~·~~,J~ get things moving i1nn1ediateJy_._ · 

. I 11 ,~end a car ot1t to yot1 a_t 011ce~ sirJ '' he 
said. It· ought to be there ,rithin teo 
minutes.'' 

. 
''If you l1ave· no car lo spare, don't bother 

about us,'' replied Lee. '' The 1nain thing is 
to get to ~.foat Hollow-to · catch ZingraYe 
and the others. 1' 

I T ,vas impossible to ring off, of course, bt1t 
that did not matter. The wl1ole situa• 
tion ,vas cl1anged. Loe and the police 
officers, to say nothing of Nip-pe1·_ a11c.J 

I-Iandfortl1, ""-oro glo,'w'ing · ,vith e:s:c1te111c11t. 
They had f rcsh It ope. · . 

•• It ,vas brainy of you, gttv'nor, to t1se tI1at 
'phone,'' said Nipper breathlessly. 

''It was amazingly careless of tl1e crool~s to 
lea,·e the instr1.1ment connected, ,:1 repliecl Lee. 
'' I l1a\·e an idea-- Ht1sl1 ! ,,:·'l1at ,vas 
t.hat ?'' 

As l1e spoke he s,vung rour1cl, a11d · n:oitl1 l1is 
feet lie kicli:ed the telephone out of sigl1t be­
hind an easy chair. Thero ,vere sot111ds ot1t i11 
tl1e old-f asl1ioned hall. 1\llajor Day le had just 
come in-and he \\·as reading tl1at note. 

He came i11to the room. his fn~e afla111e ,,-it!1 · 
consternation v.nd annoyance. 'fl1e lig11t fro111 
his elcct1·ic torch flashed ttr1on tl1e 1Jriso11er~, 
and ho was relie,·ed to fi11d t !1a-t tI1cy ,vcre 
all J1elple.ss. . 

'' \Vha.t's been happening l1cre? '' 110 lle-
1nancled angrily. · - -

'' Yot1're ~Iajor Dayle, arer1't yot1 ?'' n6li:ed 
Jameson. 

''Yes, but--'' 
''\\7e are police officers,'' said Jan1e.~011. 

'' Some cri1ninals sottght 1·ef ttgc i11 yot1r hot1sc 
l1uring :rot1r absence. If yo11'll ··be good 
enougl1 to release us--'' 

''I'm not St1re that l car1,'' sai(l Da:yie~ 
'' Ho,v do I l~no,v that yot1 are not cri111inalh ? 
I think I'll leave yo11 bot1nd t1p.'' 

'' Don't I kno,v yot1r vo:ce, 1najor ?.'' asked 
Lennard st1ddenly. - . 

Ile had, in fact, recognised it. And it 
occurred to the Chief Inspector that it -,vo1tlll 
be an excellent scheme to keep Da)-rle c11gagecJ 
i11 conversation. Far better tl1an letti11g-l1in1 
leave this room, for the resc110 car -f1·0111 Ba11-
nington n1ight arri,,e at any n1in11te. 

Dayle,s torcl1 swt1ng ro11nd, a11d illt1111i11atecl 
Lennal'd's featt1res. For a mo1ne1it tl10 torcl1 
shook. 

'' Yes, we've met before, 1najor1 '' sp.icl 
Lennarcl coolly. '' B1.1t l·ot1 called yot11·self 
l\Iajor Langda-le then, didn't yot1? No dott1)t 
lTOu tho11gl1t it better t.o drop the ' Lang 1 

after servi11g a three-year st1·etch ?'' 
''I-I don't kno,v what you menn,'' said 

Dayle harshly. · 
'

1 Oh, yes, yott do,'' replied tl1e Chief In:. 
spe-ctor. ''I'm Lennard, of tl1e Yard . 
\Veren't yo1.1 cashiered from tl1e Am1y, jt1st nt 
the end of tl1e ,var?_ Dishonot1rable condt1ct, 
~h? Pla}·ing, cards ,vith £oolisl1 · :yol1ng 
officers, arid using a ma1-ked pack of l'Ol11· 
o,vn. I .. se~m _ to remember son1ethi11g al1ol1t 
it. Then yo.t\ ··,vere eng~ged i11 s111l1gglir1g 
,,·orl{-- By tl1e Lord H~rry ! I ,,·onder if 
~yo11're at ;·ot1r old game?'' 

'' I've neve1· seen yo11 before in my life l'~ 
sl1ot1 ted DnJ,· lc f urio11sly. 
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'' Cl1icken f ar1nir1g, eh?'' ,vent 011 Lennard 
111ockingl~·. '' Yott maj .. be 1nal<ing a profit 
out of the chicken farm-but I'll ,,·ager )'Ot1're 
making n ,Yhole lot more profit ot1t of yottr 
smug~ling, m)" {rier1d. So that's ,vhat tl1is 
farm 1s? A sort of rendezvo11s? '!~here's been 
a good deal of dope smuggled into the cou11tr.Y 
of late, and it seems to me tl1at it might be 
\\'Orth \\·l1ile to search this old dtttnp." 

D~yle controlled himself ""ith an effort. 
'' You're in n fi11e positior1 for searcl1ing the 

house, are11't you?" he jeered. .. I'm going 
to keep :you here-all of l'OU ! '' 

Ile failed to henr the soft footfall bet1ind 
him, bttt he heard the st1dden jingle of 
met.al, and he s,•,t1ng round. 

Click-click ! 
Like a flash, tl1e handcuffs ,verc over his 

,,·rists, and the burly figure of Sergeant 
''"'illiams was ,·isible for a moment before the 
torch was knocked to tl1e floor. 

''No, you don't, mister!'' said t.he sergeant. 
'' Smart ,vork, ,, .. illiams !' !" said Lennard. 

''Good man 1" 
}fore torcl1es flashed on, reveali11g that t,vo 

constables i11 addition to the scrgear.1t )1ad 
entered. 

'' We heard voices as ,,,e came tip,''· ex-­
plained the sergeant. '' Found the front door 
open, too, a11d as soon as ,•,e hea.rd ,vhat 
this chap \\"as saying I· thought I'd better 
bring the handcuffs out.'' 

.. ''You're ,vrong-rou're ,,~rong !" par1te<l 
- Dayle. '' You kno,\· me, don't yott? I'm 

1\1ajor Dayle!. I don't kno,\" anvthing about ,, ., --
''That,ll do,'' intern?pte<l the sergeant. 

'' Hold l1im, Robbi~s. Sorry to see ,wou in 
this fix, sir,'' he added, as l1e behefd In­
spector Jameson in l1is 11nderclothcs. '' l're 
brought ~'our t10\Y uniform, sir.'' 

'' Got these infernal ropes off t1.s, '' n1t1t­
tered Jameson. 

,vi thin three minutes the:y· ,vere all free, 
and '"hile they ,vere still in agony fro1n the 
sudden restoration of tl1eir circttlation, Jame-
6on a11d .his men struggled into the sttbstitutc 
uniforms. 

'' Hurry t1p, ~you fello\\·s, '' said Nelson Lee 
crisply. '' You \\·ant to come "~ith 11s, I 
suppose? The last net ,_in this little drama 
promises to be the most exciting of all!" 

CHAPTER 18. 
The Lost Treasure I 

OAT HOLLO\V ,vas silent a11cl black 
as tl1e police· car, 'Yit-h blazing head• 
ligl1ts, roared aero~ the bridge and 
pulled up just outs@e th~ main gat~­

lYay. 'l,he gates themsel,Tes~ -- smashed and 
~plintered, had been clear~ .C•ll~ay. . . : 

It ';"?as m1st~ken for a pqliee oar _b_ec-at~se it 
contained an inspector and three constnbles; 
nt least, they. looked like an inspector and 
three constables. Actually, it ,,,.as· Nelson 
Lee's car. and tl1e occupants \\'ere Professor 
Cyrt1s Zingrave and his -associates. 

''Lea\~e -tl1is to 111e;' n1t1ttered Zingra,·e 
briefly. 

He ,\·as 11ot surprised to see the old l1ottse 
in da1·k11ess. 1~hc othera had l1alf expected 
it to be o\~er-run ,,,.itl1 Scotland ~· ard 1nen 
and local police officers. 

It was late no,v, and tlic , .. illagers, after tl10 
earlier excit.ement, l1ad gone hoine. 'l,l1e St. 
F1"ank's boys, tnuch to t.heir disgust, had been 
1narsl1alled back to the school; theJ" v-·ere 
noy.· in their dorn1ito1·ies, althot1gh riot all of 
the1n were nsleep. It ,\·as l,no\,·n that Nipper 
and Handfort.h had failed to tttrn up,· and in 
tl1e Retnove, at least, there ,,vas a great deal 
of speculation. 

A bltrl.Y figt1re . loomed from tl1e l\loat 
Hollow grot1nds; he co11ld din11:r see the 
figures in the car. 'l,he headlights l1ad no,v 
been extingttis!1ed. 

'' \Vho's that?" dc111anded Zi11grave" po1n• 
pot1sly. And l1is voice \Yas a periect in1itn-
tion of Inspector Jameson's. · 

''Didn't li110,,, it ,vas ~,.011 at fil'st., in-­
spector, '' said the burll· figttre, salt1ting .. 

' ' \Vho else did l .. Ott thi11k it ,roulcl be?., 
snapped Zingra,·e. '' l"IO\\' man~· of ~yoti 
l1ere?., 

·' Only me az1d ,,~11ite, sir." 
'• \\'.9'11ere's Wl1ite? ,: 
'·On, dt1tv indoors, sit·." .. 
'' Bring him out." 
'' Yes, sir," said tl1e constable. 
He sttspected notl1ing-•nd ooul<l 11ot be 

l1lamed becttttse of that. For in tl1c gloon1 
it ,,-as impossible for hin1 to det.ect tl1e reaJ 
cl1aracter of t l1ese 11e,,rcomers. It ,v as cq uall~y· 
impossible for him to kno\Y tl1at· l1e l1a<l not, 
been addressed b~· Inspector J a1neson. 

'' Gosl1 ! "' breathed Tod i:Iillar. '' It~s 
I '' ens:v. ... 

' ' Didn't I tell :ro11 so?'' l1issccl Zingrave. 
'' Tl1erc are onl:y t,,'."o of tl101n ! No\\·, l\lillnr 
-and ,·ou ll~s ! Be read\' ! " 

.. ' J 

Zingra,·c. \Yas alread)~ gloati11g. I .. ce ancl 
Lc·L11ard anll the otl1ers ,vere safcl)' disrJoscd 
of at Da,·lo's Farm. Theae t,\·o constables 
cottld be dealt ,vith easily. And l\foat llollo,v 
"·as otl1er,,·is<~ en1pty I There "rasn't a chanco 
in a thottsand tl1at any otl1er police o{iicers 
"-ould conic noa.r t.110 place ttntil the n1or11-
ing. 'For tl1e chase ,vas else,\ .. horC'. ...-\s Zi!1-
gra ,·e cottld see it, he and l1is companions 
could ,vork leisttre}~,; tl1e:y 0011ld load ttp 
tl1e treasure a'ncl be off \Vithot1t l1indrance. 

The t,~o constables, utterl~· ttnsttspecting, 
came do\\·J1 from tl1e ho11se. They sa.,v tl1e 
fig11res of tl1(\ st1pposed Inspector Jameson 
and l1is me'l coming to meet them. "rhat 
l1appened afteriYarcls ,,·as s,vift. 

In one mo,·ement tlic tl'"O l1el1nets of tl1e 
pc,licemen ,,·ere S\\·ept off, and then-tht1d, 
thud! . 

It ,,,.as I ,·on lless " .. 110 ,,·i-elded tl1e bludgco11 
-a sl1ort le-ngtl1 of leaded rubber tt1bing. 
The two men crt1mpled tlp ,,rithout & SOttnd. , 

''Good! Y Ott did tl1at ,,·ell, Hess, 1' said 
ZiT!gra,·e, nodding. '' Drag them indoor~. 
Quiokl.Y, now ... ' 
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. Tl1e t\\·o co11s.t.ables, 011co i11doors, ,,·ere 
tightly bou11d, and tl1en bi.111dlc(l i11to a c111J­
lJoa1·d. 

,. They'll not recover for a couple of hot1rs, 
at least,'' saicl 'fod llillar, his voice ht1sky 
,vith cxcite1ne11t. '' No\v-tho cellar. If 
t]1ose boys lied to t1s--'' 

'' Tl1ey did11't lie," intc1'rt1ptcll Zi11grave. 
'' Tho sittlation ,va.s too grav·e for tl1e111 to 
lie.'' 

S,,·iftly tl1e:y 1nade tl1eit· ,vay do,vn to the 
c<'llar. Frenziedly they tore at the coal­
af tcr the first shock· of seeing nothing l1t1t 
tl10.t black n1ass. ....\nd almost at once they 
came upon tl10 bags of gold and the casket 
of je,vels. 

'' It's here-it's l1ere ! '' a1most sct·e3.1ned 
'I'ocl Millar. ''Look! Gold! It's ot1rs ! 

• \\
1 c' ve got it at last!'' 

\Vorki11g lil{e 11a\··vies, strugglii1g un{lej, 
tl10 loacls of l1ea\·y metal, the crooks carried 
the precious bags up f r9n1 the cellar, a11d 
loaded then1 t1pon tho , .. a11. ...\t last tl1e fi11al 
ha:-(' was dun1pccl aboarl1. . 

'- -~II ready 110,v? '' asked Zi11gra Ye sl1ar1JlJ"• 
'' Y ot1 dri"\e, '11ocl I'll Bit besitle ).()tl. Y ot1 
otl1ers ,vill take ~;ol1r }Jlaccs at tl1e 1Jacl{-ancl 
l1a ,,.e yot1r gu11s rcacl:y. '' 

'l'hey leapt aboarll, the e11gi11e s1)ra11g i11to 
life, and tl10 lig11ts flasl1ecl 011. 

.. l\ncl it ,vas at that ,·er)T 111on1e11t tl1at tl1ey 
l1eard the zoo111ing, 0111i11ot1s roar of ap1Jroach­
. 1ng cars. 

CHAPTER 17. 

The Siege .of Moat Hollow I 

'' Le3s noise, :you fools ! '' said Zi11gra vo '' 
l1al'shly. '' Ho,v ma.ny 111oro ti1ncs n1ust I 
t.cll you? Ho,v far wol1ld yott. l1ave .got 

II .... .\ T'S ti1at?" gaspctl To(l ~Ii llar. 
"Y Otl k110,v ,vha.t it is,') s11a1lt)ecl 

Zingravc. '' Police cars! \\7o'rf~ 
,\· ithot1t n1e? You're like cl1ildren-or 
sa,~ages ! Yott'll get neitl1er gold 11or liberty 
11nless ~Toti keep :yot1r hearls. '' 

'' \V c can't lea,~e this gold behi11J, Zin­
grave,'' panted Tocl. "Look at it! Httndreds 
of t.ho11sands of pot1nds worth! \Vo can dis­
J}OSe of it, can't ,vc? Even if \VO ha,re tu keep 
it for months, it ,,ron't matter. l ktlO\\" 111en 
,vl1o'll take it.--'' 

'' ~\II I igl1t-all right,'' int€rrtl})tecl Zin­
g1·avc. '' Perhaps ,,·e can take the gold. 
'l'hi11gs arc going even better tl1an I ~x­
pected. Bt1t \Ve •m.ust be quick-ancl tl1at 
1neans tl1at you must· control :yottrsel,~es. 
Come outside.'' 

They all ·,vent ottt, an<l in tl1e grol1nds they 
found a motor-van. It ,,,.as of a peculiar 
type, for tl1e body ,vas a sort of circus \"an. 
It had been used by Tod Millar ,vl1c11 ho l1ad 
first come to Moat Hollo,v i11 tl1c guise of 
'' Dr. F1·anz Ragozin. '' 'l.,l1e ,•illago people 
J1ad thougl1t that it containc<l a ,vilu ani111al 
for l1is '' private zoo.'' ._. 

' ' \V c can take it a,vay in tl1at ! '' said Tod 
fe,~erishly. '' It's sfrong cnoitgl1 to carry it 
all.'' 

'' But·. it is too slo,v,'' objected Zi11gra,Te. 
1 Now, Lee's car .,tt 

'' The police kno,v Lee's car-and tl1ey 
1r.1ig11t stop us,'' interrt1pted Tocl c11nningly. 
'' If we go in this _van we sl1all be safer. We 
sl1all still be ,,·earing ottr 11niforrns, and if 
'"e're stopped we can say t11at ,ve're under 
or(lcrs to take tl1e van up to Scotlancl Yard, 
or-or somewl1ere. Y 011'11 l{no,v \\·l1at to do, 
Zingrave.'' 

'' Per11a~~ yott are right,,, said tl10 pro­
fessor. '' Yes, we'll go the wl1ole l1og-,ve'll 
take the lot. Luc·k is ,vi tI1 tts, a11cl ,ve, 11 take 
fttll advanta.ge of it.,, 

The engine was ~tarte(l u }J, an(l tl1e ,·an 
,,~as backed across· the· grot1nds t111til it stood 
cl_ose 11p ag~inst tl~e front ~oor. Zingra'Ve 
l11111self, during this operation, stood near 
tl1e gates •. He_ wa~ ~eady if a11yb·ocly s~ould 
come making 1nq111r1es. Btlt tney were un­
distt1 rbed. Only tl1ose two co11~tables · harl 
been left in cl1arge; tI10· \'illage ,Yas a~lcep. 

too Jate, )~Oll fools! If \Ye ha.cl11't 
stopped for tl1e gold ,vo 111igl1t. l1a\·c bee11 
a,,?ay ! Dill11~t I tell :yot1, fro111 tl1c first, rI1at 
,ve should . ha,·c lJec11 satisfie(l ,vitl1 tl1c 
je,vels? '' 

'' But-but--'' 
''Qt1ick-get tl1e casket .. ' ' shontecl Zin-

grave. "Into Lee's car-all of. :ro11 ! '' 
They \'\·ere bc\vilclcrecl a11cl · frigl1te11ed. 

This s11dden arrival of 11olicc cars too.k tl1c111 
complet.cly u11a,varc;. 1'11cy J1acl 11ot cxpectecl 
anythi11g of the sort. Tl1e~y ,vere half-";-ay 
across fron1 t11c v·a11 to N e1so11 Lee's car w11e1, -
t11e Flying Sq11ad--or, at least, a portion 
of it-arrived. 'r\vo ears s,vept t1.p to tl1e 
open gatc,vay, a11(l 111en pot1rcd fro111 tl1e111. 

'' There tl1e:y ~re 1:' shot1ted 8erg0ar1t )!ills., 
one of Lcn11ard- s l1e11te11a.11ts. ~, Hej'·, j·ot1' cl 
better give i11. ,,. e've got J·ot1 covered." 

'' What does tl1is n1ean ?'' clcma11clecl Zi11-. J ' . Ce ,., ... grave, 1n an1eson s ,~01ce. ,, e a.re carr~y-
ing out oraers.--'' 

''Come off it!'' retortetl )Jilts. ",,·e 1110,v 
you-Zingravc ! Xot so cle\·er as yott 
tl1ought, eh"? :VIr. Lee ,pl1011ed tl1ro11gl1, ancl 
,ve know j t1st 110,v :yol1 pi11cl1ed t.l1osc 
t1niforn1s. Are ~To1.1 co111in-g qt1ietly ?'' 
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'' Yes~i:ke t11is ! '' snarl eel Zingra,,.e. 
Crack•crack-crack ! . 

. 1-lis automatic pistol spt1rt~d fire and lead, 
nnd Sergea11t ~-Iills dropped like a log, a 
bttllet tl1r_o11gh his shotllder. 

I 

' ' Get ha.ck, yott f ello,v~· ! '' he gn~pctl. 
'' The·v mean to resist us I" .. 

' ' Are )Yott l1t1rt? '' asked one of l1is men, . 
rt111n1ng tip. 

'' Notl1ino- mt1ch-ahoulder '' grunted tl1c n • h. , 
~crge.ant, getting. to 1s foot. '' Quick-get 
behind tl1csa ·,valls l'' 

Crack-crack-craok~raclc ! 
Otl1er guns "·ere bancing.- and bt1llet~ ,Yerc 

fi}"ing dangerously.· The Fl~~i11g Squad men 
oitl1er· dropped flat to the grol1nd or ran for 
the cover fof tl1e high ,,~alls. ~1ean,,·hile, tho 
four crimipals, knowing ,veil e11ough that 
tl1ey -were trapped, ,vcrc determi11cd 11ot to 
be tal,en. Thev retreated int.o the hot1se, a.nd 
th~ door ,,~as slammed and bolted. 

'' Get to tl1e ttpper ,vindo\vs, '' orllered Zin­
gra,re. '' Y OLt have plenty of ammttnition? 
Good! From tlle 11pper" ,vindo,,rs ,,;e can 
rommand a f11ll vie,v of the grottnds. We'll 
!keep them back. Leave this to me-I'll 
t }1iu!~ of a way ot1t !'' 

Seniors ,vere 11p, too, and noboc1 .. v seemed 
to tl1ink of ordering tl1a jttniors bacl, t.o becl . 

So it can10 about tl1at. present1~v l1alf St. 
Fra11k' .s~ ,,·ilcll~,. excited, \\'a5 dashing o ,Yay 
f.r,om tho .sel1ool and streDmi11g clo,Yn tlae la 11e 
tO\Ynrcls· tl10 scene of Zin gr a \·e' ~ ]a~t starld. 

--
CHAPTER 11. 

A Fight for Freedom! 
, ITH sl1rieki11g bra1ke3, a11otl1e1-- c3 r 

came to a stalfdstill before tl1c J1igl1 
,,·all of :\ioat Hollo,v. N'elso11 l~ee 
leapt Oltt,' · f ollo\\·cd by N'i1Jper a ncl 

Han<lf ortl-1 ancl Cl1icf Detc·ct jy·e-inspector 
Lenna.rel. -- - ~ 

''_\,:"ell, we're liere t'' s11011,ted ·1-Iand£ortl1 
cxcttedl,·. . .. 

~ . 

' ' Better keep back, sir,'' sai(l one of tl10 
8qt1ad men, rLttlning ltp. '' Tl1eJ··rc re~·isting 
-and shooting! Better l~eep clear ·of tl.cse 
ope11 gates.'• 

Crack-crack-cracl(-crack ! 
As thot1gl1 to pro,·c tl1c man'e wore.ls. tht, 

firing recommenced. 
'' :.\J J' only sainted a11nt !'' gas peel Hancl­

f ortJ1. '' ,,r11a t a 11igli-t t'' 

A 'l' St. Fran~'a, in more th . .an _one .~' Hand~y, old· man, it's 011r night,'' ~ itl 
R.emove d_ormitory, juniors were ex- ~1p~r bre.athlcss]~ ... 
citedly lea11ing out of the \\~indo\,,.S. ''Eh?- What do i·otl - n1ean ?'' 

'' Sl1ots, I . tell you!'' Churcl1 was '' They }1a,·cn't got aTI--ay-tl1at's ,,~l1a.t I 
sa:ying. '' Didn't l·ou hear them? Rcvol,~er mean,'' replied Nipper conter1tedl.y. '' It 
shots!'' means that the trea!\tr-e is here-saf ~. A! 

'' It-it might have been a ca,r ha.ck-firing, for these crook~, we ca.n 1ea,e it to the 
or son1etl1ing, '' said l\tlcCluro. · gu,,.'nor and l\lr. Lennard and t11e f,]J·ing 

The door burst open, and Tommy "~atson Squad to settle "·itlt them. TheJ·'ll ne,·er 
I. • escape now.'' 

and· Tregel is-West came in. Nelson LcA drew tl1e t1T'o bovs a~i<lf'. 
'' Dill you hear the1n ?'' a.sked Tommy. "I'm not telling yott to 1"ett1r11 to tl1a 

'' G ttn ·shots!'' h I b f l · ] 1 sc oo - eca.use or one t 11n~ ~,.0!1 1rol1 l 11: t 
They \\'ere a.11 .thinking of their mis~ing obey me-, and for another thing 1t wo11ld11 t 

comradl's-Nipper and lla11dforth. be quite fair,'' he sa.id. '' But I clo ,,·a11t 
Crack-crack-crack l ~·ou to ~tand ,ve]l clear. Stray bt111els are 

. 1 h nasty things.'' 
Faintly, hut · dist1nct Y, t ey l-ie.arcl the 11 All rigl1t, gt1v'nor-J·ot1 can, tr11st 11s .. ' ' 

soltnds repeated. Then, on tho · nigl1t air, said Nipper promptly. 
cu.mo the strident sot1nd of a hoott"r a11d the 
I f f I A I 'fhcJ' got "·ell out oi rangl', bacliing a\v,lv 
ow roar O a po,ver u car. inon1ent nter 11~til the~' \\·ere right_ out in Ilellto1l lsn~. 

the car itself went shooting past the St. 1 Frank's gates, towards the ,,illagc, at anl·- And 1~re theJ' ,vcre pounced ttpon 1)~P Cl)llrc·1l 
thing between sixty and 1eventy miles an 3nd l\IcCluro and the other St. Frank'1 
ht1ur. It ,vas orle of tl1e Flying Sq11ad cars fell~,,·s, ,vlio hnd jttst arri, .. ed. __ 
\\f'hich ans,\tering tl1c call was dasl1in(J' to N~p}?e.r and · Handfortli ,, .. ant, 1 hrottgh a 
~{oat 'Hollow ' e . l1ect1c time. They· \"rere p11nch_rcl~ tlics· ,vere 

,, , · . . ,, thttmpe(l, ancl the;1 ,vere ch~cre~ to tl1e cr.1-to . 
. Its. down th~:~-do"· ~' at l\f~at Hollo": I Skeets ,,·as near I~· crazj" "~1tl1 Joy. 

said C~ur~h cxci.edly. _ There s s'?m~thmg ~' It's all right, Skeets, old . man," sa.icl 
happening. Perha.~s !ho~e croO'ks d1dn t get Nipper, whet) l1e cot1ld rnal,e htm:elf heard. 
a,vny, after a!l 11),,\\- hos game to get dressed '''l'ho_ trea.sure's safe.'' · 
and dash do\\n ~ . And then it came ot1t-Handfortl1 doincr 

'' All of us!'' said Tommy, with a gulp. most of the talking-110,v the trea.st1re hatl 
And they ,vere not the only ones, either. been transferred from tho cr~ks' l"&n to tl10 

Skects-other\\"ise the )1 oung Viscount Bell- l\Ioat Hollo,,· ~oal cellar.. N 1pper and Hanr]­
ton-l1ad not had a "'in~c of sleep. Neither forth were. agrun the. hcr9es of t.l1e minute. 
bn.d Vi,,.ia.n · Travors and JimmJ· Potts, v-·ho l\,I~an~l11le, the g:im s1e~e 0£ l\loat Hollo\v 
shared the snmP dormitor,· \1tith him .. They cont1ou.ed. It \\·as ~mposs1ble for any of the 
'dressed like lightning-and so did· Gresham Scotland Varel men to get near. The crook~, 
and Duncan and Full"·ood · and others. The at the upper ,Yinclo,Y~, ,,~ere firir1g a!most 
alarm \\"as spreading. Juniors in -the other continuottsls·. 
Hot1scs \\'ere awore of the - excitement. (Co11tinur.d on pane 44.) 
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The Editor's own corner-in which he chats with his reader-chums, 
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A breezy ebat with readers con­
ducted by the EDITOR. All letters 
should be addressed io The Editor, 

NELSON LEE LIBRARY, Fleetway Bouse, Parringdon Street, London, E.C.t. 

T HANKS for ),.our letter, Douglas Quayle self. He is a happy soul, with a l1abit of rAmb­
(J ohannesburg), and for tl1e bright ling on in his con\·ersation from s1.1bjoct to 
Sltggestions yott mako. I can assure subject i11 the most disconc-erting manner. Tl1e 
~·ou tl1at I very much appreciate your only successful ,vay to stop him is to gag l1im. 

c11tl11.1siasm and interest in the Old Paper. I • • • 
l1a\ .. e shown l\Ir. Brooks the ideas you put Irene 1-lanners is alJol1t fifteen, and ratl1e1 
forward, and if he can possibly incorporate t.a11. for lier age, J{. F. Tliatcher (Caterl1a.m 
t11em in f\1ture stories of St. Frank's he will do so. Valley) ; her J1a.ir is ,.rery fair. I mt1st v.:-ar11 

* • * yo11, howe,rer, thnt it is ratl1er rislty to as]~ tl1eso 
Djclt Hamilton was first called '' ~ipper '' questions abo\1t Iro11e, for if Handy secs tl1e111 

because, when Nelson Lee found l1im, his l1e'll jolly soon be on your tracl<. 
parentage ""as unl{nown, and as he was only a • • • 
l,id he was called '' Nippei- '' by his pals. The Fatty Little is a gcnia.1 you11gster, Rosc1nary 
nickname st11ck, a.s nicknames will. This, Thornley (Preston )t but he is a boy with 011e 

'' Reader'' (\Vood Green), sholtld satisfy yom~ idea. in life. Tlia~t idea, as )~ou ,,:-ill probably 
curiosity on tl1is point. I am very glad to guess, is food. J.Aes8011s, to l1im, aro merely a11 

l1ear that you and your two friends are so pleased interruption of n1eals. This being tho case, a. 
with the Old Pa.pe1 .. and tl1at ~~au think it is such dose of Fatty in eacli story ,voul<.l lead to sucl1 
splendid value for money. repetition tl1at l\Ir. Brooks seldon1 i11trodt1CC's 

• • • l1im. I note, in ~·our cl1arming letter, tl1at 
·Lionel Corcora11, the cl1eery capt,1in of tl1e you entirely a11pro,,.e of tl1is, and I think tl10 

Fourth Form, is very closely associated with the majority of readers are ,vitl1 yol1. Fatty is a 
Blue Crusaders• Football Club, '' F.N. ,, (Luton), remarkably good footballer, but as 11.e pla~·s 
being, in fa.ct, the owner of tl1e Club. }Ir. i11 goal, and as J-Iandfortl1 is in ti1J•top 1or111. 
Piecombe is the team manager, and '' Corky '' ho seldom gets n. cl1ance. 
leaves tl1e running of the Blues entirely in l\lr. * • • 
Piecombe•s hands. The River Hot1se Sc11ool lJO)' .. s, Jaclt Godden 

* * • (Hilton, South ... L\.ustralia )1 are frie11dly ,vit-11 tl1E 
Pen-stretches of tl1reo more St. Frank's ~loor View gi1·l8, of course, bt1t none of tl1cm has 

i~emovit-0s: STUDY F. JJ~RROLD ('' Jerry',) any special girl cl1u1n. Tl1e St. Fra11li's fello,~s, 
IlODD. ..\n .. .\l1stra]ia11, hailing from New living RO mucl1 nearer to lloor \!ie" .. , see tl10.t 
Soltth \Vales. Loose-limbed, wiry and active. I-Ia) Brewster & Co. never get a look in ! Lord 
A gooll-natured and breezy fellow ,vith a cl1eerft1l Dorrimore was not a \. .. ery \'\"'eultl1y n1a-11 ,vl1en 
smile and a l1appy "Tortl for everybody. De- ho inherited t11e title, bt1t owi11g to fortlmnto 
vote<l to his pet pony, '' Bud,'' a11d a clever investments and discoveries of ,·al11a.ble p1'oper­
t:rick-rider. A fine all-rounder at cricket. tics d11ring l1is wanclerings, 110 has bccon10 a 
CH.i\.RLEY ('' l3oomern11g '') B..:\NGS. Another millionaire-. 
Australian, also }1ailing from New Sout11 \Va.les. * * * 
()110 of Jorry's old '' eobbers. '' A remtlrkably Here are tl1e ai1s,,.,.c1-s to tl1e tl1ree q11cstions I 
tall boy, and so tl1in that his arms ancl legs p11t· to yo11 last ,veelc. I. Gros,Tenor ~\.\J·enue, 
re~emble broomsticks. His face is lo11g and· London, \V. 2. · The Pi110 Hill Reservoir. 
loan, ancl his neclr i11creclibly scraggy. Some- 3. Demon's - Gap. Tllis ,veek's questio11s: 
tl1ing of a demon bo,vler-but only o·n a wicket• l. \Vhat is t110 nan1e of tl10 fa11tastic lit.tie 
,vhicl1 cxact,ly st1its l1im. Very clever with t.110 building·'\ 011 \\riJlarcl's Island ? :!. ,,,.}13.t is 
boomcra11g. II U ll I~ RT J .:\RR O \V. Quito Juicy Lemo11's Cl1ristiru1 11ame ? 3. ,,;110 i-3 the 
ordi11a.i·y-looki11g, _bt1t not \-ery orcli11ary in hin1- oTI~ner of tl10 i.ronmo11ger's sl1op i11 Bellto11 ? 
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More exciting chapters of our superb Afric~n-adventure story. 
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=================::::=:::===========:===============================-==-=-==----~ --~--- ------
On the banks of the mighty Zambesi Phil Cook defends his tra.ding station against a 
horde of hostile Salulds. All se~ms lost-nntil young Tom Cook anives with Lulu, 
his magni8cent Zulu pal. And now the Salukis can look out for a big packet of trouble! 

Bold Ben Bold! 

L ULU ,vhooped like a den1on as he 
planted tl1e 1nacl1i11e-gt1n down on its 
tripod and started turning the handle, 
ra tt.ling off bcl t after belt of cartridges 

into the huddled sa,·ages. They ,vere t.al{en 
completely by s11rprisc by this rear attack, 
never expecting any force to come do\vn tl1e 
&\vollen ri,,.cr. After a fe\V futile ntt.cmpt.s 
to fight bacl{, t.hey broke and fled for the 
dense busl1 at tl1e back of the station, y·elling 
,~vildly in tl1eir. confusion. 

''That, s that ! " 'l,on1 ga.sped, "riping t11e 
s,veat from l1is bro,v -a.fter a '"ei-y strenuo11s 
fi,~e minutes J1and•to..,h·and 't\~ith a bunch of 
tho enemv. '' ,vhere's dad ?JJ ... 

·He scrambled over tl1e v. all to "·here tl1e 
f e,v remai11ing Ka.ffirs '\\·ere gathered round 
tl1e still form of the trader. \\Tit 11 his heart 
t:l1l1mping, Tom knelt .beside his. father, and 
br~athed a i1eartfclt sigh of relief whe11 the 
elder man's eyes opened and lie ~ooked up 
jnto his son's face \\:rith a smile. '11here was 
a deep c11t at tlie back of his }1M-d; the 
blood from tho ,vo,1nd had dyed l1is shirt 
crimson, bt1t l1e looked a lot \Yorse than l1e 
really· ,vas, ,,,.hich tl1c olcl 1 ,_.ader himself 
q nick· ly realised. · 

'' Don't ,v·orr)? t I'rn all rig-l1t. Ton1. l)oy, ,: 
said Phil Cook. '' 1 got a S\vi1,e at t!1e bacw 
of in,? hcall ,vitl1 a thro~,ving J1at<~l1<?t lhat 
laid inc ottt only a fe"v minutes agn, llut 
J',•e got a t11ick s1iu1l and it,~ 11ot l1rok011. 
Tl1anks be ,ot1're ·baek safe ancl so11n(l'.t Torn, 
though it's 11ot mttch of a ,Yelcon1c 110111c for 
:rou. I-Iad a good trip? I s' pose yotl .ltaLl 
no end of a sttrprise ,\:-hen yon Ioilnd lts 
cntcrtainin' tl1at little tca.-party ? B)' tlaa 
great joss, we~d have b~e11 taken com• 
plotcly b)' stirprfse if that mcdicine-ma11 eba.p 
hadn't come and ,varr1ed lts. A cttriou~ little 
bloke l I cot1ldr1' t make l1e.ad or tail of ,,·11at 
ho "·as ta1ki11g about at fir.st. Ile ,•;as ht:'ro 
a .fe,v mome11ts a.go, fig}1tir1g aga.inst 1ii5 0,,:-11 
fellers_ like a goocl 'tlTI. '"rl1.at's become of 
him?'' 

''Okay, chief I 1~m parl,ed rigl1t. I-1~·ar ! " 
came in a high, nasal ,roice Irorr1 11ncler a 
heap of Sal111ki~ ,vl10 l1acl c·Jimbecl tl1e ,,-all to 
their everlasting regret, '' G11cs~ I got 
kinder mislaicl in tl,• sllnffle, btit l'n1 tnore 
or less ~Ottnd in ,vine] a 11' limb!" 

Fron1 tlnd(\rneatl1 -tho ·l1eap of slairi Salttli:i~ 
cra,\rle<l a stra11gc anrl '\YCircl•l•aki11g s11ec­
tacie. He ,Yas ,,rearing one of tl1e reed 
cloaks s11cl! a8 th~ Sa,luki mec.lieine 111e11 '\Yo1·e., 
bt1t rtl1e top of j t l1l <l bee11 s111i t 011eu, au u 
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tl1rou.gh t.he aperture appeared a wizened 
little face, ,vrin:kled like an apple. It had 
once been white or, rather, a sallo"""' sort of 
yellow-but was now streaked with blood, 
•soot and powder stains. 

He grinned cheer£ t1lly at t.he astonished 
°""hite men. 

•• Ho,vdy, folks?'' he caokled in a strong 
Yankee accent. '' I jest guess it's up to me 
to interdooce meself, scei11' thar's no one else 
lhyar t-0 do so for me. \V'e've met afore, 
b&wss ''-to the trader-'' though I wuz some 
rAhed at tl1e moment an' didn't git time 
to pree-sent me card. My name is Ben 
Bold, ,my native State l\Iassachusetts. I am 
t.h' pussonal valet an, engineer--in-chief ~ 
Alva Vandecik, Ess-qture. We have. come on 
a ,·isit to these h:yar parts, but havin' had 
a pressin' invite from some savages on 
t'other side th' river, we have been stationed 
in what they calls a kraal. 

'' l\Ie an' th' ba,vss left our a.ir-cruiser, th' 
Flyin' Fisl1, do,vn ri,,.er at Livin'stone, '' went· 
on the ne,vcomer, ,\·ho was obviously an 
Ar.ieric.an. '' We came up t'roo th' forest, 
th' ba,vs8 wishin' to ha,,.e a spot o' shootin' 
and ""hat not. \\-re \\-ruz t' otlier side o' th' 
ri,,.er ,v'en them thugs jumped us an' takes 
11s to this hyar kraal an' cht1cks t1s inside. 
I happens to o, .. erhear 'em plannin' to raid 
this hyar rancl1. I manages to ct1t me way 
011t of tl1' shack· theJ''d stowed us in, bein' 
~01ne,vhat of a contortionist, bats one o, 
ih' medicine guys o,·er th' napper, gits inter 
l1is clobber an' beats it!'' 

'' Bt1t ,\·hat of my ·nephew, Alva?'' asked 
Phil Coak, i11terrupting th~ little man',s flow. 

'' Say, air yu·h Mi3ter Cook? Wa'al, st-rike 
111e han'some, if thet ain't a co-in~idence ! 
·Hyar's th' very spot ,ve're set on visitin'. 
\VJ1ere's tl1e ba,v5s? He's .a-holdi11' u·p th' 
ce11tro pole- i11 a, clay l1t1t, over thar, I 
1·eckoi1. By prese11t ar1·angcn1cr1ts. l1e's due 
to f or111 th' ·first course i11 a roastin, an' 
to1·ttl1·e performance afore royalt,y to-mo1·rer 
e\ .. e11in'-or ra)'."ther, to-night, seein' it's 
cla ,v11in'--'' 

•' Y ot1 111ea11 to say Al's a prisoner a.rid 
Jike]:y to bo &acrificc(l ?" i11terrt1ptecl )lr. 
("ook in l1orror. 

''l'hat's right, da,l!'' said Ton1. ''I heard 
as n1t1c11 ttp 1·i,:-er, fron1 some of Oboona's 
111011. Tl1ere"s a Voodoo village across there, 
ar1(l if lie' s i11 their l1ands-it' s good-bye, 
1111less ,ve cas get to hi1n qt1ickly. Tl1ey'd 
sl10,v 110 111crcy aftc1· gcttin' a drttbbing o,·er 
11ere ! '' 

'' Yt1l1',·o spilt a bibf11J, yo1111g feller!'' 
said the little Yank. ~•w11at say :ytm, me, 
th' ba,vss fD' t.his h~yar ott_tsize buck nigger 
1nake3 tlp a li'l rescoo party? Tu~hat say, ol' 
l{i11g Coal? Yt1l1 ,villi11' to n1aJke one? Yer 
a l1efty sorter guy, jt1dgin' by yer · m11scles, 
1l1ottgl1 I dun110 what )Ter hca1"t's · lik-e 1'' ·· 

' ' I (lo 11ot ,vear n1y heart upon my sleeve 
for cla \\'3 to peck at!', q11oted L11lu in his 
TllI11bling ,·oice, . and with much dignity. . 

'' Slee,;e ?'' gt1rgled the Yank, surveyin·g 
the l1l1ge fig1tre ,, .. ith n1t1ch e11jo:yment. '' I'll 
telJ"' th' cock-~yetl vlorld that y1tli wear 
nc1t11er s1eeYes 11or pants, brttdder; bttt 

yuh'd sure make Carnera look like a. row o· 
pins in th' way o' strippin' I Let yuh an' me 
go into comn11ttee, bo, an' kinJer dope out 
some way to res«>o th' boy in,,.entor from 
these hyar savages 1'' 

Tom to the Rescue I 

By dint of questioning the. little Yan'k 
engineer, and one of the Salukis who 
was wounded but still able to talk, 
they managed t.o get a line on the 

whereabouts of the Voodoo village. Also, 
they found out other facts from the Saluki, 
who did not mind telling all he knew once 
he was assured that the white men ,vere not 
going to harm him. 

It appeared ~~t Oboona, besides being a 
crafty and am·b1t1ous savage, was very 8t1per­
stitious. He had succt1mbed to the wiJes of 
a notoriot1s and cunning Voodoo priest who 
had settled in the village. and who had pro­
cla.imed hin1self as th(; propltet ,vho ,vas 
going to lead the black races to victory and 
sweep the whitt .. , l&8urpena •· into the sea. 
The priest pron11scu Oboona that if he would ·· 
lend his aid, he ,vo1tld ·make the Saluki 'chief 
of · all the Zamesi country, with rich loot 
gathered from the white men's II kraals.,,-

.Tom. bad an idea formi~g ,at the back qf 
his mind to tttrn the ·superstitions of the 
natives to accot1nt. He realised it would be 
a long time before help could be got from 
troops at either Livingstone or Buluwayo, 
and time ,vas the essential and importa11t 
thing. . . 

For he kne,v that after sunset his co11sin's 
fate "·ould be sealed unless he could be 
rescued before the Voodoo ceremonies 
started. 

'' We'll have to work in a small party and 
keep tl1e main body back in rese19\"e, '' he 
said, after giving them an inkli11g of his 
idea. . 

'' Small party?'' grinned the Yank, a11d 
then looked at the Zulu. .. Thet sure let's 
yuh out, Dusky, foi- yer an outsize· a11' the11 
some. Yuh ain't unlike .th' 11eathe11 idol 
these savages 11ave got stuck ltp in their 
temple. He's ·about twelve feet tall, a11d the. 
high priest kids these poor. m11tts that this 
black idol ,Yalks about at night arid kinder 
acts as a guard'in angel, shooin' a,\lay --any 
enemies as is prowlin' nbot1t ~'' · 

'' By Jove-1',·e got it!'' roared Tom, 
b1·inf ng his flat hand do,v11 011 the littlo 
man s shoulder. 

'' Have yer ?'' squeaked Ben Bold, 1 .. t1bbing 
his shoulder., •~By gosh, so l1ave I! B11t 
I'll ferget it this ti.me, yottng feller. Spill 
th' beans, ho' l.'', · 

Tom procee4ed to t1nf old his great idea, 
: and the others ,enthtu!iastically. agreed that 
it wns '' the good·s. '~. . 

'' Dad will atJly ·behind ,vit.h all the kaftirs 
ho can get together,: and on!Y attack on our 
signal,'' · Tom- said.· '' _Jt1st Ltlltt and I will 
steal through the fo1·est, as we kno,v the 
ropes and can move ,vithot1t · being seen. 
Ben, yo11 '\Yill sta.y ,vith dad--'' 
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'' Ses :rul1 ! " crie(l tl10 little Yank indig-
11antly. '' Sa~y. ,,·hat d':yul1 tl1ink I am, a11y-­
,,·ay? Notl1in'? Ferget it, big boy. It's 
rny ba,v.ss ,vc're goin, to 1·escue, a11' take 
it from me tl1et li'l Ben Bold is going to 
be thar ,vi' both feet. I .. eave me behind ,vi' 
dad? I don't think, papa! I'm in tl1' front 
1·0,v,. orcl1estra stalls, nn cloncher ferget it!" 

.. Ail right-all rigl1t !" lat1ghed Tom. 
'' You sl1all go if ~1 ot1'1·0 so set on it! 1 
guess ,:re car1 easily find room for a little 
,Jn like yot1, and :yo11 certainlj" tricked 
theso nigg·ers a11d got acros.s here in fine 
st~lle to ,va1~11 my father. Tl1at recd cloak 
and the medicine man's masli: J'Ott'rc ,vearing 
may be use£ ul :yet.'' 

'' Yt1l1 betcher ! Bt1t tl1ar's another o' th' 
heatl1en priests jest o,·er :yondc1.~ ttnder thet 
,vall. His cloal~ an' masl< is so1nethin' 
special. He must l1n,·e been- a grade higher 
than n1ine ,vuz; n s01~ter sergeant-major. I 
l,nocked him ot1t sudden v;l1en he ,\·uz tryin' 
to hand th' ba,vss h~1 ar one over th' bean. 
I'll sho,v 3,'tth ! ,, 

He led the way to ,vherc the dca<l Voodoo 
p1·iest Jay. They fo11nd that )10 l1ad worn 
a masli of a particularly terrifying_ aspect, 
and n 1·eecl c]oal{ inscribccl ,vith ,·nrious 
painted signs nnd tokens, ,vhich see1nccl to 
inclicnte that he l1ad been a lending light 
of the Voodoo cult. 

'' And say," dra,\·led Ben Bold, "l1var's 
th' '\\·l1istle tl1ing he used to make • thet 
-screechin' sound thet gives 'c1n th' crcepin' 
l1orrors. Thc11 hj'a1·'.s a box o' pai11t tl1et 
sl10,f's ttp all sl1immery at nigl1t. '' 

'' Just ,vhat u·e ,\·ant!'' cried Tom da­
lightedly. "We'll make these- niggers tl1ink 
their idol's got a double tl1at ,,,alks about 
tl1e forest at night on l1is 0\\,11. We'll cross 
tl1e 1·i,·er and take a short cut througl1 tho 
fo1·est-up that little stream that _l~ou and 
I discovered througl1 the marshes, 1-'ulu !'' 

'' But don't those marshes s,,·arm witl1 
crocodiles?'' asked Phil Cook anxiot1slv. 
'' It's too dange1·ous--•• ., 

''011, shucks, dad! We can't mal,e ome­
lettes ,vitl1011t breaking eggs, and ,ve can't 
resctte Alva lvithout rt1nni11g n risk or t,vo, 
cl1 ?', 

It was no use argtting, and in l1alf an 
J1our they set off in a narrow and very light 
bark canoe, thi·o11gl1 ,vhich an_y crocodilo 
could poke its nose if so disposed. But Tom 
nnd Lultt knew that crocodiles ,vill -seldom 
to11ch a human being unless actually in the 
,,,ater, or t1nless l1e be sho,,,.ing too much 
of a limb o,"er the side of a boat. Tom had 
n small 011tboard. e11gine of very light con­
strttction '\\"hich ,vot1ld be qt1ite .strong 
enough for .. tho light craft, and which 
,,,ould do a,,·ay ,vitl1 tl10 necessity fo1· 
paddling. . 

- They chugged along up the sluggish 
stream that ,vas little more tl1nn a ditch, 
,,·indi11g throttgh tl1e mnrsl1es, ,vhich were 
·infested "'ith all sorts of wfld fo,\·I, as ,,,ell 
as the deadlier snakes and the tne,,.itablo 
crocodiles. Tl1ese lay upon the st1i--face Jike 

logs, bt1t they ~cer11etl to pay no attei1tion 
to tl1e canoe a3 it glided almost noiselessly 
past the1n. Tom l1eld his rifle ready in 
case of accident, but had 110 11ecessitv to 
6re it. " 
' At long last tl1ey reacl1ed a lake ,-rl1icl1 
,vas ,vithin a sl1ort dista11ce of the nativa 
Voodoo village, and here they left tl1e ca 1100 
concealed nmongst the reeds, and tl1e11 stol 9 

asl1ore to prepare for their daring attack. 
Their preparations ,vere fairly simple. 

Lulu a11ointcd his musc11lar limbs ,v•h 
some of the preparation they l1ad fou11d in 
tho medicine man's outfit. It gave out a 
fiery glow, and made the giant Zttlttts 1nns­
sive limbs look treble their size. Tom l1ad 
fashioned a long sheet of ca11,·as, \\'hich hnd 
been painted black and dattbed here and 
there "?itl1 phosphorescent paint. He hin1-­
self donned a maslc of l1ideot1s aspect, '\'l1ici1 
he ··also dat1bed ,vith .'the paint. He t.l1et1 
mounted to I .. ul11's sl1ot1lders ,-..--ith the sheet 
covering tl1em both, making a n1ovir1g 
'' idol '' over ten feet l1igh arid of. appalling 
aspect. 

Ben Bold a-rl'aved himself in the deacl 
medicir1e man's fearsome-looking reed cloak 
and mask, a11d armed him.self ,vitl1 the 
siren ,1\'histle ,vith ,vhich tho def ttnct priest 
hnd scared the s11pcrstitious natives. It cer­
tainly let off the most bloodcttrdling shriek.t 
~nd groans ,vhen blo,~ln 11am, ·and Ben p11t in 
a little quiet practice \V hilst tl1e otl1er t\,,.O 
,vcre arraying themselves. 

' 

Tl1e Walking Idol! 

I N tl1c n1eantime - tl1e yo1tng An1c1·ica~1 
tl1ev had come to re.scue ,vas conter11-
plating his fate ,\·itl1 a philosophv that 
did him credit. Not OtlC8 hacl lie 

allo,ved tl1e ,.,.oodoo n1en or tl1e Sal11kis to 
see him flinch. He had been taken Otttside 
the kraal wl1ere he and his cha11ffet1r• 
mechanic•valet l1ad been confined. 

The Voodoo men ,vere astonished to find 
that one of their prisoners had managed to 
make his escape, a1-1d made certain of tl10 
other by stropping an elephant belt aroun<l 
l1is ,-.,aist and chaining him to the 11prigl1t 
wooden columns of tl1e '' temple '' in ,-.·hicl1 
the l1ideo11., Voodoo- idol lYas concealed. 

It ,vas lucky tl1at Alva Vandeck <lid not 
understancl the lang1.1age or the bloodcurdli11g 
threats of ,vhat ,vas going to be done to 
him in tlte approacl1ing ceremonies. Calmly 
he. lolled 1~p again.st the post; ,vitl1 a cli3-­
da1nf 111 sm1lo lie st1r,~eJ·ed tl1e pl"anci11~ 
blacks. '':110 da.n~ed around him, •J"elli11g a11d 
lJrand1sh1ng tl1e1r spears. In his eye \\rn~ 

stt1ck the eyeglass ,,rithot1t wl1ich he \\'ltS 
seldom seen, and ,vhicl1 had occasioned mt1c11 
,vonderment amongst tl1e sav·ages ,,,.hose 
prisor1er he \Vas. 

~' I gttess this ia 1\··herc I take off tl1e deep 
end!'' l1e m11ttcred, as he saw a cr1.1de ntt:tt· 
being erected, under ,,,.hich a fierce fire ,\·a~ 
la.id. '' I'm goin' to form t.he first co:1rse 
of n Zambesi ment1 1 from all tl1e aign3. l'n1 
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afraid Ben has11't llcen aLle to get tl1ro11gl1, 
nnd likely l1e's been done in lly some of these 

· 111ggers. Hallo! Herc comes some mo1·c of 
1he proce~ion. I reckor1 the busi11ess is just 
·about to begi11 ! " 

The ,vhole cro,vd l1ad s"·t1ng roL1nd a11<I 
·,vere now ·storing in the direction of the e11-­
~tmnce to the kranls, whilst f 1·om the forest 
:"there camo a series of the most appnllir1g 
: shrieks and bellowings. Thero was a 
·frightenecl JTell fro1n the Saluki war1·iors, n11cl 
a h1t1·ried const1ltation amongst the Voodoo 

;.priests, who seemed at a lo5s to llTidl\rstan{l 
· tho proceedings. 
•. Tho cro,vd pnrf:e(l to ad1nit a prn11~i11g, 
~npering fig11ro in recd cloalt and ff\arsome­
·Jooking n1ask, from the m<)ttth of ,,~hicl1 
f'amc the a,vf11l shrieks ,vhich l\"'ere mnking 
·tho night, l1icleol1S. Ther1 it l1altcd in the 
1niddle of its · spinning· dance ancl point.e<I 
tn,vards tl1e forest. An enormo11s boomi11g 
\r<1ice so11nrINI f l'Om tl1e rleptJ1s of the trees: 

·- · '' \Vay-\VIIOO-HOO-,vay for the tr11e 
--\r oorloo ! T·l1n B11ll of the Forest-tl1e }:le­
_.lll1ant from tl10 S\vamps ! ,,7ay ! " 

The bellowing ,Toico see1nccl to r-;}lake t ht~ 
·trees, nnd the nati,Tes t11re,v tl1e1nselves c111 

the gro1111rl faco rlo,v11war<ls as an (lt101·-
~:mot1s, ,veirdlj,,-glo,,Tj11g fig111·e st1·o<lP. fortl1 
1'ron1 · the free~. 

·Th.rot1gl1 a 111eg .. 111l1011e, I~11l1t's l)nll-Jike 
· ·,"oice resemb]~d th11nder, nnd 011t fro111 1111der 

tho glowing p.l1osphorescent rlonk tl1ere ea1nc 
rockets, sql1ibs, crackers ancl <'olo11recl lights 
that ht1rst amongst the terrified ci-o,,T,J. 

"\Vhero is the impostor ,\·ho 11,~11rps tll}"' 

1wace ntXI calls himself by tl1e sacred nan1e 
of Voodoo?" 11e]lowe<l tl1e fearson1c-Jooking 
idol, st-rtttting for,vard 1najPstically. '' J ... et 
him come fortl1 and do l)attle with 111e; 11i111 

and l1is prieats ! W11e1·e is tl1e· white 111a11 

these i~postor priests wot1ld off or 11p to 111y 
rival? Show l1im to me tl1at I may prove 
I am inrleed Voodoo the lfigl1ty r Jin, 
yonder l1e ~tnnrls ! Fetclt hin1 hither!'' 

Yelling like a fienc], Be11 Bold, i11 tl1e 
recd cloak and 111ask, ho11ndcd for\vard to­
'\"ards his ''boss." One of t.l1e Voodoo 
·priests, t1tteri11g n. snarl of rnge, trie<l to in• 
tervene ns Ben prodttcecl a, k11if e an<l made 
l-0 c11t the prisoner's bonds. 

T-here \\"as_ a sharp cr-r-ack ! from l>eneath 
t.l1e reed eloak, n11,l the prieRt dropped '"'lith 
a b11llet tl1rot1gh l1is shoulder. One s1asf1 
of the l1eavy blade, and the elepJ1ant belt 
that bo11nd the ~"'Ot111g Americru1 '\"'aA severecl. 
· 0 Okay, hawss; it's me!'' sho11te<l Ren. 

'' Exc11se me if l'n1 kinclcr rottgh 1'' 
He. grabbed t11e slig•ht figi11~e, n11c1 wit-l1 

-surpr1s1ng strength sl11ng him ac1·ass J1is 
,!;hot1lders. Tl1en 110 ,"tnggererl to\,:-arcls tl1~ 
idol. 

'' ~ow ,vill '\7oo<loo accept tl1e saei-ilic.\c, 
th.at all may see! ' 1

· · hello,vcd I .. l1 lt\.,. - '' IJeggo 
tl1' bl11e firP, l1nas '.l'om.!'' . 
. ~rom the .. moittl1 of the l1i,loou.s J:t1flsk 

__ ,.\i.l11eh formed tl1e idol's face the·re · cnn1e a 
~ stream of colo11recl fire. Alva ,,·a~ lifted_ i11 

tJ~e Z~1l11 s stron~ nrms and nppa11ently <li.~­
a1,peared clo,-rn the J111ge 1na,\1 • ...\<:i11nlly he 

,vas tu1,e11 11r1ller t l1e ~onccnli11g cloal~ ancl 
Jiftecl on to 1.Jttl,1's l1aPk, ,vl1i)st all the tin1e 
t.l1e idol contint1cd to l)el~l1 flames, an<J the 
11riest. <lnn<'c-rl around· f t·•~t1zicrlly, covering tJ10 
trirl~. 

"No,v 811 n 11 the fa lso 
t lie f n te J1e rlcservcs for 
place!" bello\\'flcl IJtal u. 
be no more!)' 

Voo(loo n1ect ,vith 
daring 1:o talie my 
"Ile shall die, a11cl 

Tom h11rlccl n <'on1lle of ,l)1 11n1nite ca1·t­
ri(lge~~, ,vith their short fuses a)1~enfly fi1..zing, 
straight int.o the rloor of t.l1e temple. 'l .. herc 
,,·as a n1iglltJ" rcm1·, anll 11p in tl1e air ,vent 
tl1c f1·ail m11rl ~tr11~t.nre, whilst f ragn1e11ts of 
t l1e great l1ideo11s iflol witi1in ,ver~ blo,vn 
r,kl·-higl1. TI1e cro,vcl bolted i11 f eni-, ,vhiJst 
Be11, Tom an<I th~ Z11l1t assir.;tccl 1 l1e Hight 
l\'."ith 1·on11cl after ro1.1nd from tl1cir g'l.111s. 

'' I g,1egg th i~ i8 ,,·har ,,·e 11eat it., feJlers ! n 

}Janted Ilc11. '' (:o ,vhilst tl1' goi.11's gocJcl, 
01· · they mny pll1c-k 11p J1earL t,l co1ne back 
an' in,. e ~ti ga f P . " 

'rtlln a11cl l1is cc,usjn .flisu101111te<l fro111 tho 
Zt1l11's sl1011lders, ancl tl1e:y n1ac10 a l1ee-Jin.-J 
for tl1e ranoe. Eve11 as thej' IJilerl jnto it . 
thf\ forest 1~eso11n<lecl ,vitl1 t lie )'"ells ••f the 
terrifiecl Sa111kis nnrl the cor11n1a11<l8 of t.J1e 
11riest~, ,vl10 J1arl a ,-;11s11i~ion that th<'j' J1a(l 
11ee1l tricke,1 ll)' the r1crn1rtl1ulating i<lol. 
The 8nl11kis -.l1acl l1a<l eno11gl1, )10,, ... e,·cr, aurl 
ev·en Ohoona. r)erlinerl t,1 \'f\11t11i•o ntl\' 111ore 
nt-t.acl,s· 011 tho ''hig l1a~s' ~, station ·j11,,t at 
present. 

Bt1t tl1e <·laief ~till ro,ret.etl the g·reaL ~io1·~., 
of ~00<Js \\'l1ir·l1 he i111n.ginecl tl1e tra<Jer 110s­
se~soo, ancl cleep i11 the forest l1e mnd·c r>la11.-; 
for another attack when il1e ,vl1ite 1nen ha,t 
l1Pen l11lle<l to security once n1ore. Jlis Rpies 
i11fc~sterl t11P fo1·est on t l1e O}Jp9Aite l1n11J, to 
P)1il C~ook's stntio11, a11<l c,·ery move ·011 the 
rancl1 · ,vns reported to the. ~11n11ing cl1ief. 

Patientll-" he ,Yas a,vaiting the ti111e ,\'l1er1 
l1e could 1nnke nnotl1er nttac-k in force. 

He sent 011t fleet-of .. f oo.t · m<.1 :i;~e·11gnrs t.o 
]tis Ol1tlying 1:.ribe8, reqllf:lSting tl1at their 
finest _warriors IJe ~t·n~ i-111 tne_,l ia tel.y--pre-
11nrP.cl for war. · · 

l11 t.}1eir 111111,1 .. ~cls tl10 i~nint-e,l Ra , .. agAs 
assembled in j}1e \ 1oocloo \ti]Jage, ar1rl ~oon 
0110011a l1ad a formirlal,le arn1y· n t 11 is 
~ommand. 

Ole) Pl1il f~!ook: a11cl T,1111 \\'ai.<·l1e<l f l1eso 
}jl'eparations 1111ensiJJt. They kn<.~,v tl1at 
trouble-big i.1·cH1l,le-,vas br~,,ri11g ,vi t 11 tl10 
}1osti1e Salttkis. Tnevital11y t.110 ~}ash 
\voulc-J come-}10,v fioo11 tl1ey ~Alt1l(l not. tel I. 

They also made Jlre11a.rations. Tho 
<lefences of th~ t1·nd ing st.a tion ,vero 
strengthened. Rifles n.nd nny ,,~npons 
available ,vero c·ol ]ectec), ancl together ,vitl1 
all amm11nitio11, laicl 0·11t read.)r for ."i11stan L 
11se. 
:. I..Jttln, _ ll1e gia:11fr Znln, \\1 as a l1npp)~ 1na?1 
i J1ese daJ·s:: Ho lovecl not.l1ing l1et,tel' fig]1t­
i11g, anrl l~e. \\,,a_~ eager]y nwn iting t.11e fortJ1 .. 
roming hattle ,+-i=t:.h i.l10· Snli1kis. 

., •. . . .. . 

(Gee, bop, fl'I.Oltc sure 1,a11, tlon 't 111/&li 

t_•eading tae.l!f wee1t'11 ~~•apf:ertt of fhl,r fJl'antl. 
slo1•y. Tl1ey 1,.,..,,,., .,,, .. ;111 t>.r.llileJ11t-nl. ---11••~ 

JJnrl,Ptl. 1rifh, tl,rills !) 



44 TllE J\"":EJJ.~(J ... ,t LEE LIDR.llRl" 

, FOILED BY ST. FRANK'S (\· a -a -a -.. 1 s l t ! ~ ' 

1'P]~o11 Lee l{ne,,- tl1at thi'." ,ras tl1c Ia~t 
(C'c.,nti,.tuc~z fron2 pag.c 38.) (~csr,etate tli-ro,v .. J-t,st,_as rhe olcl 111a11l1~c.ri1Jt. 

-0-t•].:--ol·t L.r·~.-·:1;1;/(le ~t sugg-~~tioil. Hticl Leil- ;~1Jii1¥" .of !lu~ trcastlrez. l1a·c1 l-1c•e11· ,fo1l~1cl-b.,· 
u:1rcl gn ,-e ~\Yift Ol~(lf•r..... 'fl1crc- ,Ycre a fe\Y f ocl ~l1llar S ~~ar crasl1111g tl1rot1gJ1 tl1c -~-l~Hl t 
c:raek ~l1oi~ ~t1r1011g~t tl1L· ]T']~·iug Sc1l1.acl 111e11. · Hollo,,- _,Yitll-so tlic <·ro~k~ \Y(•re attP11~pt1ng· 
ail(l ·,Yitli great c-altrio11 tl1P.'- 11101111tecl to tl1c to 111 aikP a spe~tac11lar g·pt a\Ya~-. B11t 1t·,Yn~ 
to·1>. of thl' \Ya11~ 0111~- tl1Pir l1eacls ~ho,vi11g a 1\ .. nl)~olutc failtlrc. 1 • • , ,. , 

ji1~t OYf•r tlt(' 11arai)ct. ThPtl tlu_")- ,vaitccl. locl ~ car 11a_<l_, si1c-ccl. elea11 tl1ro/!F1! ... tuc­
\,'"heH ---llllt'l:- of fla 1110 ~lic)\\.f'll froiii t,Yo of. ,,_·all becau;;e of_ 1rs _ t0r1_·1fic s1)c•e~l. · lJH .. "'-~.,-~111 
tliP ur•iit, 1· \\ iuiJO\\·_ .. _ tlierc ea 1110 al!~\Yei·ing Jiacl 110 EI1Cetl; 1t cl1argccl _the ':·~11, _a nil t1H·· 
;,,hoi~ · • ,Yall co11apsecl, tl1e ,·an Ja111_111111g }Jrti,~ecr1 
•. c ◄ .• , , l k, J)il("5 of lJrick.,vork ,vl1ir-h ::;111nshP~]. tl1rQ_11gl1 

_,ra<•i~-('r;ic·i~-(· 1·at_•li·C·t\tc · · - the ,,-i,1<1-~creen~ l)a(.11~·- i11ju1)11g Tc:1 .1lillar. 
:['Jtp .rJoli<·t- offic-c·r-~ ,,c~rc firiug _l)rtC~\. .1.\ _ Zi11grilYC -lt1 a1Jt el(\d·r-:--tr:ai_g-ht 'ir1to· .,thP 1~<1r111:-

\Yi!cl ~crc-a111 '.'-ou11dc-d. ()11c of tl1e <"·rooks llacl of Nclsor1 Lee· ancl l.Je1111arll. ·. - .. 
been .J1it·. ·1·11el'(' illllll('di~•t~l\' follo,Yc(l .a: 111acl, ,~,... tl .- . . . rJ' .... _., : ... , .,, 

· f l · · l · · 1,ot .. 11s i1111e, u111gra~·0_: ·. :-~18j)J1_f''-~ .... 1 .. ct'~ 
c ~- g· ., · _ o r:, n ~ c» 111 ,fi r 1 n g- a 11 t l .a ft (' r t 1 a t · a n } · I · · 
Olliiuou.:.. ~ilt,neL·. \Yl'0tl(• 11ng t ir_ autoi11at~e out_ of:.:tlt~Jo .. r>ro• 

fc-~for .. s J1aJ1cl. ,, J t-hinli ! toill \"Oll "it \YOulJ 
· ". ]inttvt· e,-i\·f• t1i1~1n ti1uP. ·· 111urrn11rc(l Lee . .._ . 

' '.I faur·,· 111al thi-.. i, a tric!,. Lei111itrd. 
rJ'h0~\·'r(~ . tr.':ing-. to Jtia1\.[' l:~ lJL1 !ic•ye ·that 
1lH'\·~rt• ·ot,t of- n1111n11i1ition-a11d ,Yl1e11 ,Yo 
:; l 1 o \, -· (J t 1 r ::- e 1 Ye 3 t lie\" ' 11 I e t { I \ < " 

- ... " . . . . 

sud c.1 (')} l .. ,- . l l J l f' X r, (' (' f(· ( 11 ,\.. t l I(\ p n g i 1l ,. 0 f the 
111otoi·-y{tn. lrl1ic·lt ,,.[I_, ... -l~!Uflinµ: nt tl10' fro11t 

. '· 
.'..,_ t]rl'· l1ot1::c~ ~td1·tf•{l 11J) \Ylt1t a roal'. Tl1c. 
! n · a d I i g} t t , ~ l) r a i t ~· "i () · 1 i ft · . · r, n cl t h e - , -Pl I i c 1 e 
l t', i r· l 1 <, ( I for , '" l t 1' c. l. 

~hot~ : ~·;){lll(l°c(l fro111. the- Yall • .and th0 
1i"lyir1g· -~cp1.ncl' lU(•tl · lea11t into ac·tio11. Bnt 
rhP ya11 ·c.1icl 11oi. att01111)t .-to lPaYe ll,,.· \Yav of 

-,._ • -• • • I • ' .. 

l)l• ' n 11 Tc,·oir~' p}1 '? · . ,,~,; 1iic~c~t" -~1g,ii1_1 ! \~ ... : 
' ' ~... . . . . 1· • . . l z- . . . l k . 1 -.1.011 \Ylll~ ,P0," ~a1c 1ngra,·c ~L- ·11_\-. 

The- oth'r-r~, C>f cour:;.P. si·6ocl .- i16:. ~-11ail('f'. 
r1·11~ hanclruff~ \Y('l'·e ~IHll)tH.'(_l o,·er-'thrir \Yi·ist~. 
a11d tl1c cxcitcr11ei1t ''"a~ o,·c\r. ~ .... .\ - ronr c>l 
{: l J C (' l' i J l g ',-ell t 11 i) . fr O i 11 t l i p . s t. I; r a i°l k ' ~ . l) 0 ~ -·'. 

. - . ... .. ( .. -- -, 

, ,-11 c n t1l ~ t rca s u 1·c c ·a 1110 . to · l)e exa111i11rf l. 
it ,,·as f6u11cl'" to }Jc-_ r>·ruc·ticall~- -. i!1tact_. i..,. 11' 

· 111ear1t tl1c' ftill , rc~tOt'ff.tio11 · ·of ·_I.;o_i·\l' r•~clgP-
111ore's forttt110~. .i\?1cl. so .. a~· H.a11cl£ortl1- ::aid 
,,·ltPll, ]1(' ]uxu1·io11~1j~. got iritr) l1.r<:l ·thiif nig-ht: 
' • } : Y P r y t 1 1 i n g i 11 t h c g a r cl c· t 1 , , · n ; I c,, y f 1 1 )- . " _- _· 

the· . 011c·11 g·atP\Yn~-. ,,-lt.ic·l1 \Yn~ ff11arllPcl 11.\· 

arn}C·<l ·· officPr~. Ir c11a1~gc·d at f1dl titt (z.,·,,,1.1."''·1>. .-.:.u •·e,if(>-Jt---_b,,f 0 ~1 ,r11 -t-1 ir. 1-. ,, 1:~,1.,,. 
:--t!·~1i,g-l1t- for" tli ◄• Iii~!'fl. \Y.~l1I:·, - C· 

0 
u • ,,, r:r - . ._, lie 1rill be fllJJ)e·,, 1·it1Ji i,,_ (fll(Ji·he>,' S<>ri(~s. t>J' 

"' I.ook ou1 '. .. g·rt-f;l•(l Lei111urd. sto,iie.tij sl10,·IIJJ. · ltle,1n·1f·l1ile, l<Jul. ·01if •jo,· 
F1·11l' ,·nn \\'a~ ("()Jjl]rtg' '::-tr;tigl1r for tlt(' Sl):)l 'lle,T.f l("(!t'l,'s ·J}1(~g·11ifieei1t lotl[J ("0111J)IPfe 1/t.fl'II 

\\']Iel"P 1,·,. ftl:{i -'~1•(_' _\\"P_l'l' 11t•r(·11ccl. ]-hcY ,,j tl,e ,~,,,,,i,.s . of s,~~ li'1~,,,11.•·:;; .. ,,~l,it_~,,. is 
1r-a1•r ,Yildl,Y. to. t1n•. [.{1'0·111:<.l ni1cl ·ran . ..::\11~I. Ptlfille,1·: ···'·' Tl,e .1t.l11ste1·11 - ~~(--~(~ Ho11! -~· 
c>n1\· jtt.,r· in t}ie 1,if'k ·c,f ·ti111e. · : -· 01•cle1·-i,011·)' co1~i, it, t1tlt"i1n,~e.) 
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• 
THE' 11 SPUR,, 

FRENCH RACER. 
Guaranteed for ever 

55, Usual 
_retail 

£4-.4-0 
, Frame enamelled 

Blk. with RedHea.d 
Genuine Avon 
Red Cord Tyres 

Dc·posft 5/- anct 12 monthly ·pa..yments of s·,4. · ·. 
GEO. GROSE & CO., 8, New Bridge St., London, E.C.4. 

__ ._. _,;..• __;·~~ ______ ....;_ _________ _ 
BE TALL "Ycur 1Ic·htht incrensr·d in 14 days 

. or ?tfonf•:,\· Bnck. Ania.zing - Course 
\\"rite ft)l' F1•cc Bo(,k, sc·nt Pl'i\·atcly. - STEBBING 
SYSTEM. 28, Dean Roi.'~, ,LO:ND_ON, H~W.2. 

BLUSHING, SHYNES~; TI:MIDITY. For FREE 
pn rt icula rs sitnp1c home- curc,send stanip~ lilr~Hughes, 
26. Ha1"t Street Ciloorn 16), London, W.0.1. 

BE TALLER' Inrrcnsr-<.l 1n:r height, to 6ft. 31in. 
ROSS SYSTEM IS GENUINE. 

• Fer: £2 2s. Sta111p brings details. 
P. Ross. Height Specialist, Scarboro\.1gh, Eng. 

ts all you pay for a rharming PortablEt 
Model. Ma.ny. other bargains in Ilorn, , 
Hornle1a, Upright., Orand and Oonsolcs, 
with which I g1va AN AIJBUM OF 
FREE RECORDS. Appro~al. C!l.rriage 
Paid. Monthly tcr1ns. W1·ite for my 

, Free Lists NOW. 

Bill. sh1·ng Shyness~ "· Nerves/ 1 Self-ronscfoui1
1

1\~~ 
curc•d or money back! ..,. Co1nph:·l e 

'rrca t1:nent ~ - s·1-, d~tn ils, · ~trJkln1i _ tc-stiu1onials -- Fre·f'_,_ 
L.A. STEBBING, 28. Dean Bd .• L_QNDO:N, N .:w_ .2. 

HEIGHT INCR.EAsE·D ~c;~:~~~1\ ~O~ll~~~ 
gain 1 to· 5 ins. · Particulars. · tc.st im·onin ls free.-P. A. 
CLIVE, Harrockouse, Colwy11 Bay, :N. Wales. 

. . 

STAIIM:EBING. STOP NOWI Oure yourst::lf ns 
I did. Part.iculars free. FRANK B. _BtJGHES, 
26. HART ST., LONDON, W.C.1. 

300 STAMPS for 4d ( Abroad 1/-). tnclud. •••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••• 11••••••••••••••••.•.• 

. __ . . V : ing Air~~st. Barbados. All applications for Advertisement spaces in _this 
Old Ind1:\, N1g<'r1a. New_ South \\-Jes. Go1d Ooast. et0. publication sho~ld be addres.ee~ to the Advertisement 
W.A. WHITE.30,Engine Lane.LYEtBtourbrid•e. Mana1er, 11 The Nelson Leo L,brar,,'' The• Fleetway 
Be sure to mention THE NELSON J.EE LIBRARY I Hou,e, Farrin&don Street, London, E.C.4. · -

when communicating with advertisers. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• 1 

Jlrintcd and ~ublished c,cry Wcdcrsday by tl1c Proprirtors, The .\1nalgnmated Press: Ltd.~. The itlcet,,·ay ll,ouse. 
Farr1ngdon Street-. J!on_don, E.0.4 .. Advertisement Offlcps : 'l'he Jllectv.·ay Hou8c. Farr1ngdon Street. E.C.4. 
ItcgJstcrcd for trausm1ss1on by Cann.d1an 1nngnzine post.. Subscript-ion Rates: Inland nnrl Abroad, 11/- J)er annum; 
5!6 for f;ix months. Sole ;. grnts for An~t r:·di:i. 11n.:I Ne,v Z{'aln.nd: Jtlc.~srs. Gordon & Gotch. Ltd.: and for Scutll 
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